AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06)

MIGRANT POPULATIONS AND MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE AMERICAS 

(Adopted by the Plenary at its fourth session, held on June 6, 2006)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY;

RECALLING the important work of the OAS to promote and protect the human rights of migrant workers and their families pursuant to, inter alia, the following resolutions: AG/RES. 1717 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1775 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1898 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2130 (XXXV-O/05);  

RECALLING ALSO the adoption of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families [AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05)];
CONSIDERING the importance of broadening discussion and analysis of human migration, regular and irregular, and migration flows in the Americas and their causes and impact on all Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS);


RECOGNIZING that migration is also an integral reflection of the processes of integration and globalization, as well as a consequence of the erosion of traditional barriers to the mobilization of populations, such as the reduction in the time it takes to travel and long distances;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the social and economic significance of migrations in the countries of origin, transit, and reception of migrants; and


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that these migration flows will very likely increase as a result of various social, economic, and demographic factors, including  sub-regional integration efforts,

RESOLVES:

1.
To instruct the Permanent Council to hold a Special Session in the second half of 2006 to consider, analyze, and discuss human migration flows, their impact on the member states, and their relation to the human rights of migrant workers and their families, with the participation of all stakeholders, including the Special Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

2.
To request that the Permanent Council work towards establishing a Special Committee on Migration Issues as a specialized committee of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States in order to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.

3. To urge member states to make voluntary contributions to support the activities of the Special Rapporteur for Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families of the IACHR, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families.

4. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

