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I. INTRODUCTION


The Working Group to prepare an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families (GT/TM) was established on January 15, 2004, as part of the Permanent Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, pursuant to operative paragraph 5 (a) of OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03).  Its mandate was to prepare a proposed Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families (“the Program”), based on the draft presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, document CP/CAJP-2038/03.

The Group’s mandate was subsequently ratified by the General Assembly at its regular session in Quito, Ecuador, through resolution AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04) titled “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families.”

This document summarizes the Group’s activities in the period from January 18 to May 18, 2005, when the documents titled “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families” (CAJP/GT/TM-24/05 rev. 7) and the draft resolution titled “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families” (CAJP/GT/TM-38/05 rev. 2) were approved by consensus.
II. PROCEEDINGS

A. WORK PLAN AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS
On September 16, 2004, the Group ratified the Alternate Representative of Argentina, Eduardo Acevedo Díaz, as its Chair and elected the Alternate Representative of Guatemala, Otto Pérez, as its Vice Chair.  That same day the Group approved the Work Plan contained in document CAJP/GT/TM-12/04 corr. 1.

B. SPECIAL MEETING

Initially, the Working Group focused on preparations for the special meeting.  Under the terms of the aforementioned General Assembly resolutions, AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04), among the activities the Group was to carry out to discharge its mission was a special meeting to compile information and proposals that could be useful in drafting the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families. 

The Permanent Council convened that meeting for September 30 and October 1, 2004.  There, the Group received information and background on existing programs for the protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families.  Participants shared experiences in this area, and proposals, best practices and specific activities were identified.
The report of the Rapporteur of the Special Meeting of the Working Group,
/ prepared by the Alternate Representative of Panama, Nisla Lorena Aparicio Robles, contains the information received and comments made during that meeting and includes the papers that were presented in writing by the panelists, all of which were very useful to the Working Group’s subsequent deliberations.
C. DRAFT OF THE PROGRAM

At its meeting of March 9, 2004, the Group received preliminary comments from the member states on the document presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human rights, titled “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants in the Framework of the Organization of American States.”
/
The preparatory meeting held on April 16 with the Office of the Special Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Executive Secretariat of CIM, the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy and the Department of Development Programs of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development, started off the process of identifying the possible features and activities of the eventual Program.

Then, on December 13, 2004, the document titled “Draft Guidelines for an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families”
/ (CAJP/GT/TM-18/04) was presented.

On February 25, 2005, discussion resumed of the document “Draft Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families” (CAJP/GT/TM-24/05), presented by the Chair.  The document also contained the contributions received from the member states.  The Group received written input from a number of delegations and held a total of 16 meetings.  At those meetings, views were exchanged and the result was approval, by consensus, of the document attached to this report and the respective draft resolution.
/
Finally, the Permanent Mission of Mexico requested that this document report Mexico’s statement regarding the final part of paragraph three of the section on “Conceptual Framework” which reads as follows:  “At the same time, the rights of each person are limited by the rights of others, by the security of all, and by the just demands of the general welfare in a democratic society.”  The statement that the delegation of Mexico asked be entered into the record is as follows: "While this is the language of Article 29.2. of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 28 of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and Article 32 of the American Convention on Human Rights, the limitation of certain rights does not imply that the human rights of migrants are conditional upon fulfillment of their obligations."

The Permanent Mission of the United States, for its part, asked that the following statement be included in this report: “This document uses the word ‘applicable’ in several places to qualify international law or international legal instruments.  The drafting group intended that ‘applicable’ excludes, for each Member State, provisions of international law that are not binding on that Member State, such as instruments to which that Member State is not party.”

III. CONCLUSIONS

The Chair of the Working Group is pleased that the Group’s activities are reflected in the documents being presented to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) for consideration.  Those documents are the result of the broad and open dialogue that took place during this period.


The Chair would like to express its gratitude to the member states for their contributions to the dialogue, for presenting documents containing their observations and recommendations, and mainly for their interest in keeping the discussion of this matter alive.  They thus ensured that proper attention was given to a matter of the utmost concern to all our heads of state and of government and to the General Assembly of the Organization.
I would also like to thank the General Secretariat and the other offices, organs, agencies and entities of the Organization for their invaluable support, timely cooperation and constructive contributions, which helped achieve the common goal of preparing the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.


Eduardo Acevedo Díaz
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�.	See document CAJP/GT/TM-16/04.


�.	See document CP/CAJP-2038/03


�.	See document  CAJP/GT/TM-18/04


�.	See documents  (CAJP/GT/TM-24/05 rev. 7) and (CAJP/GT/TM-38/05 rev. 2)
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