
III 
Democracy, Integral Development, and Combating Poverty 
  
Article 11 
  
Democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and are mutually 
reinforcing. 
  
Article 12 
  
Poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the 
consolidation of democracy. The OAS member states are committed to adopting and 
implementing all those actions required to generate productive employment, reduce poverty, and 
eradicate extreme poverty, taking into account the different economic realities and conditions of 
the countries of the Hemisphere. This shared commitment regarding the problems associated with 
development and poverty also underscores the importance of maintaining macroeconomic 
equilibria and the obligation to strengthen social cohesion and democracy. 
  
Article 13 
  
The promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to 
integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the 
states of the Hemisphere. 
  
Article 14 
  
Member states agree to review periodically the actions adopted and carried out by the 
Organization to promote dialogue, cooperation for integral development, and the fight against 
poverty in the Hemisphere, and to take the appropriate measures to further these objectives. 
  
Article 15 
  
The exercise of democracy promotes the preservation and good stewardship of the environment. 
It is essential that the states of the Hemisphere implement policies and strategies to protect the 
environment, including application of various treaties and conventions, to achieve sustainable 
development for the benefit of future generations. 
  
Article 16 
  
Education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human 
potential, and alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples. To 
achieve these ends, it is essential that a quality education be available to all, including girls and 
women, rural inhabitants, and minorities. 
  
 


