REPORT
FIRST SPECIAL MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS

(Algeciras, Spain, May 17 – 19, 2006)

I.
BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES
The Fourth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (Maracaibo, Venezuela, September 2005), at the invitation of the Organismo Público Puertos del Estado, Spain, celebrated the First Special Meeting in Algeciras, Spain in May 2006. They agreed on the following objectives for the meeting: (i) to collaborate in the strengthening of port and commercial relations between the Americas and Spain; (ii) to generate dialogue between ports and offer opportunities to explore business and investment in the port sector of state participants; and (iii) to identify technical areas of the port sector of common interest to generate future activities of development and collaboration. 

II.  DATE AND LOCATION
Reina Cristina Hotel, Algeciras, Spain, May 17 – 19, 2006.

III. MEETING
Inaugural Session. The following participants addressed the inaugural session: Mr. Mariano Navas, President of the Organismo Público Puertos del Estado, Spain, Mr. Tomas Herrera, Mayor of the city of Algeciras, Mr. Manuel Moron, President of the Autoridad Portuaria de Bahia de Algeciras, Mr. Angel Gonzalez Rul, President of the Executive Board of the CIP and the Executive Secretary of the CIP, Mr. Carlos M. Gallegos.

Meeting Program. The following topics were presented:

(i) “Strategies of port development to face future challenges,” presented by Mr. Mariano Navas (Spain)

(ii) “Ports of the European Union,” with presentations by Mr. Rodrigo Vila de Benavent (European Commission); Mr. Guiliano Gallanti, (ESPO); Mr. Mariano Navas (Spain), Mr. Esteban Pacha Vicente (Spain) and Mr. Enric Tico (Spain).

(iii) “Cooperation between the CIP and IAPH,” presented by Mr. Satoshi Inoue, Secretary General of the International Association of Ports and Harbours (IAPH).

(iv) “Port Development in the Americas,” with presentations by Mrs. Evie Chitwood (USA), Mr. Angel Gonzalez Rul (Mexico), Mr. Alejandro Fiallos (Nicaragua), Mr. Agustin Arias (Panama), Mr. Paulo de Tarso (Brazil), Mr. Juan Rusque (Chile), and Mr. Fernando Puntigliano (Uruguay).

(v) “Regional Cooperation for Port Development,” presided by representatives of regional development organizations and associations: Mr. Julian Palacio (AAPA), Mr. Alfonso Breuillet, (COCATRAM), Mr. Fernando Sanchez A. (CEPAL), and Mr. Orlando Allard (Universidad Maritima de Panama).

(vi) “Tools of financing for port infrastructures: Policies and instruments of national and multilateral financing entities of cooperation,” with presentations by Mr. Pedro Moriyon (ICEX, Spain), Mr. Ricardo Santamaria (Spain), Mr. Jose Barbero (World Bank), y Ms. Lucia Mesa and Mr. Julian Villalba (CAF).
(vii) “Memoranda of Understanding between the Inter-American Committee on Ports and the Association for the Collaboration between Ports and Cities (RETE) signed by Mr. Carlos M. Gallegos for the OAS/CIP, and Mr. Jose Luis Estrada for RETE, with Mr. Angel Gonzalez Rul (Mexico) and Mr. Manuel Matoses (Spain) as witnesses.
Closing Session. Mr. Carlos M. Gallegos, Secretary of the CIP, Mr. Angel Gonzalez Rul, President of the Executive Board of the CIP, Mr. Manuel Moron, President of the Autoridad Portuaria de la Bahia de Algeciras, Mr. Mariano Navas, President of the Organismo Público Puertos del Estado and Mr. Fernando Puntigliano, President of the Meeting all participated in the closing session. The event closed with the President of the Junta Autonoma de Andalucia, Mr. Manuel Chaves. 
III. RESOLUTIONS

The Committee adopted four resolutions.

(i) “Strengthening the Cooperation between Ports of the Americas and Spain,” recognized and thanked the Organismo Público Puertos del Estado de España for its support of programs of cooperation and technical assistance, offered to ports of the Americas, especially through the CIP. It also recognized that it is beneficial for all parties to continue and increase programs of cooperation and technical assistance oriented with an integral vision and system towards international commerce.

(ii) “Recognition to the Port of Algeciras,” recognized the distinguished work and favourable impact in the development of the city of Algeciras and its hinterland. It also entrusted that the Secretariat of the CIP, through its programs of cooperation with the Organismo Público Puertos del Estado, strengthen the activities of cooperation and technical assistance among member States and the Port of Algeciras. 

(iii) “CIP Magazine,” recognized the distinguished work of the Editor and Editorial Committee of CIP Magazine in obtaining an award in the United States as the best new magazine of the sector, and also urged in continuing active collaboration in its production. It also called on member States of the CIP to continue supporting the magazine through the distribution of information and the preparation of articles of interest. 

(iv) “Vote of Appreciation,” expressed its sincere appreciation to the Government of Spain and especially the Organismo Público Puertos del Estado and the Autoridad Portuaria Bahía de Algeciras, for the excellent work in the organization and celebration of this meeting. The resolution also thanked the General Secretariat of the OAS, especially the Secretariat of the CIP, for its valuable and important contribution to the success of this meeting.

