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Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I am Eric Bruce Wilson.  My delegation has chosen not to make specific proposals on any of the texts in this section, because we are going to begin shortly an interagency review of the United States Government positions.  We thank everyone for their comments and proposals here today which we will take back for consideration during our interagency review.

The United States would like to speak briefly about what we think is fundamental in addressing the subject of land and territories.

Indigenous land ownership needs to be addressed in a solemn, formal process among each state and each indigenous community.

The process must begin with trust and a sense of security.  Each state must feel secure in its existence as a nation-state and with its domestic communities.  Indigenous communities should begin with the feeling that they are secure within the nation-state.  With the mutual feeling of security among the parties, trust will follow.  Land ownership and the basics of jurisdiction can then be discussed.

Trust is a critical base upon which to begin dialogue.  Both indigenous peoples and states must be able to trust that they will be dealt with openly and fairly, and that the needs of each will be met.  We hope that this session will help to advance trust and understanding.  We also hope to continue with domestic consultations and interagency review to develop language that is more reflective of the needs of indigenous peoples with respect to their lands and territories, while addressing the concerns of the State.

In the modern United States we now put a lot of faith in National strength coming from regional advancement.  Many tribal governments have played an integral role in both local and national politics.  A number are also leaders in their regional economies and the United States is stronger for this.  Historically, our former processes were not truly fair and our early national strength was built upon exploitation rather than upon partnership with tribes.  So today, we are trying to establish trusting, fair and respectful relationships with tribes and the U.S., especially including discussions about land and territories.  We encourage you to learn from our past mistakes, as well as our modern successes.

Very quickly, we would like to highlight several important items in U.S. law and policy regarding indigenous lands:

· United States consultation is a requirement

· Tribal land cannot be sold without the consent of the owner-tribe

· Lands held in federal trust for tribes and individuals are not taxed

· Tribes have jurisdiction over lands, and this jurisdiction is particularly broad when tribes own most of the lands within the boundaries of reservation areas

· Many tribes with treaties have reserved rights to fish, hunt, and gather in off-reservation territories, and the U.S. acknowledges a solemn legal and moral obligation to protect these rights

· Generally speaking with regard to subsurface rights, tribes and individuals have full subsurface rights to their lands; and

· With regard to sacred sites, the U.S. is beginning to work with tribes to accommodate access to sacred sites located on public lands in recognition of the importance of such lands to the continuation of indigenous culture --  indeed this is the subject of a forum being conducted next week in partnership with the National Congress of American Indians, the Association on American Indian Affairs, the Seventh Generation Fund, the Native American Rights Fund, and the newly formed Sacred Lands Protection Coalition.

In conclusion, we acknowledge that our national trust responsibility is to protect tribal lands for the full use and benefit of each tribe.  Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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