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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF PARAGUAY REQUESTING 
THAT ONE OF THE ORGANIZATION’S ROOMS BE NAMED AFTER
“DR. JOSÉ GASPAR DE FRANCIA”
This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and

will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.
Permanent Mission of Paraguay

to the 
Organization of American States 

No. 1022-03/MPP-OEA
Washington, D.C., December 4, 2003

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to express the following:


As is well known, some of the meeting rooms in the OAS headquarters buildings have not yet been named.  It is a praiseworthy tradition in the OAS for these rooms to bear the names of important figures of the Americas who have excelled in politics, science, and culture.


I hereby wish to request that one of the Organization’s rooms be named after Dr. JOSE GASPAR DE FRANCIA, the most prominent political and intellectual figure in the movement for Paraguay’s independence from the mother country, Spain. 


Dr. José Gaspar Rodriguez de Francia was graduated from the University of Córdoba, Argentina, with a degree in sacred theology.  He was one of the most important exponents of the philosophy of the enlightenment in South America.  He was a member of the first government of an independent Paraguay, in 1811, and of subsequent governments, until his death, on September 20, 1840.  A Paraguayan Congress, in 1813, and another, in 1814, adopted the Roman institutional model as the form of government.

Dr. Francia’s political and intellectual work stands out in the area of foreign policy in his outline of a Confederal Plan, in his note of July 20, 1811, addressed to the Junta Superior Gubernativa of Buenos Aires.  Eminent historians affirm that the Francia Plan is the embryo of what is now the integration system of the Southern Cone countries, known as MERCOSUR.


This Paraguayan patriot upheld the thesis of a confederation of states, formed primarily by the provinces that comprised the River Plate Viceroyalty.  He affirmed that the basis of integration had to be sovereignty of each of the states, through an international agreement or treaty.
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He advocated the establishment of a union or confederation of the states that now make up MERCOSUR, for the purpose of sharing a common defense and pursuing the well-being of its members and the rest of the continent, under a system of reciprocal unity, friendship, and understanding and based on equal rights.  He shared these ideas with the Uruguayan leader José Gervasio Artigas, founder of Uruguay, to whom he granted territorial and diplomatic asylum, perhaps for the first time in Latin America, in 1820.

Dr. Francia shared the ideals expressed by Simón Bolívar in 1815 in the letter from Jamaica.  The two leaders were of like mind politically.  They also shared the views of Thomas Jefferson and the members of the Philadelphia Congress.  In his government office, he had a painting of Benjamin Franklin, whom he admired, and the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America.

This national hero placed civilian power over military power.  He was a South American pioneer in the fight against corruption, insisting that standards and practices of honesty be applied throughout the government.
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When he passed away, his only property was what he had acquired as a practicing attorney before entering government service--his books and a 40-hectare farm in Santísima Trinidad, on the outskirts of Asunción, whence he had led the movement for Paraguayan independence--but the state coffers were full.


In the annals of the Hemisphere, there is no doubt, even to his detractors, that Dr. José Gaspar de Francia was the forger of independence and the Father of the Paraguayan Nation.


It is for those reasons that Dr. Francia’s bust may be found in the Hall of Heroes in the Main Building of the Organization of American States.


In view of these accomplishments, the Permanent Mission of Paraguay requests that the name of DR. JOSE GASPAR DE FRANCIA be given to one of the rooms that have yet to be named, in memory of the leader of the independence and one of the builders of the Paraguayan nation.  This would be the first time that the Organization has paid tribute to the history of the Republic of Paraguay.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 


Luis Enrique Chase Plate


Ambassador


Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the


Organization of American States 
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