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STATUS OF REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION

FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT

REPORT ON LATINOBARÓMETRO

http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP27661E-1.pdf 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON LATINOBAROMETRO

In response to Note PANA-OEA-1-842 of October 20, 2011, included herewith is additional information on Latinobarómetro.

The sponsorship for Latinobarómetro was executed in accordance with the Rules and Procedures for Authorization and Processing of Technical Assistance Grants and Donations, provided for in Administrative Memorandum # 59 Rev. 1.  As requested, a copy of the agreements is attached.

Regarding the question of whether donors to the Specific Fund knew where their donations went, it is important to note that all donors are informed of the activities and transactions carried out with their contributions, in accordance with the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and the terms and conditions of each contribution designated for specific purposes.

Management reports on programs, projects, and activities of the Organization are submitted to the CAAP on a quarterly basis.  Substantive reports are presented to donors as required for contributions from donors.

The current sponsorship agreement with Latinobarómetro is for a total of only $50,000. The Organization will incur no additional cost for the 2011-2014 period.

As regards the question of whether the member countries or the CAAP had been consulted for the OAS to sponsor Latinobarómetro, and about the relationship between this sponsorship and the priority needs of the Organization, it is worth noting that the General Secretariat undertakes commitments to carry out its activities by virtue of the powers conferred on the Secretary General under Article 109 of the OAS Charter and based on the programs approved in the annual budget and on agreements with contributors to the specific funds. The sponsorship of Latinobarómetro is consistent with the goals and priorities of the program of the Secretariat for Political Affairs and other areas of the General Secretariat that need to do cross-cutting analysis of data concerning the level of support for democracy, the role of the state, and other political issues relaing to Latin American democracies.
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July 18, 2007

SG/SAP-484/07

Dr. Marta Lagos

Executive Director

Latinobarómetro

Orrego Luco 130

Santiago, Chile

Dear Dr. Lagos:

With a view to formalizing the agreement that the Organization of American of American States signed with Latinobarómetro Corpoation in 2006, under which the General Secretariat is a donor to the Latinobarómetro study, I am pleased to outline below the terms of said agreement.

The study is conduced once a year in 18 countries of the region, using a representative sample of between 1,000 and 1,200 persons from the population of each country.

The opinion survey involves tracking the evolution of Latin American societies, in every aspect related to governance, the economy, politics, international relations, communications, culture, values, and emerging issues of the region.

For every wave of data, Latinobarómetro Corpoation provides the OAS General Secretariat:

-
The data in electronic form

-
The findings of the survey in each of the 18 countries, in the form of a consolidated SPSS data base 

-
Printed tables by country and variable

-
The reports produced

-
Information on the methodology of the study
The General Secretariat of the OAS has the right to participate in the preparation of the questionnaire by proposing topics and questions.

The lead body on the questionnaire topics is the Latinobarómetro Advisory Board, on which the OAS is invited to serve on an annual basis.

Agreement Period: 2006-2009

Agreement Amount: US$400,000

Contributions: July 2007 – US$135,000; April 2008 – US$135,000; April 2009 – US$130,000.

Disbursements are made upon delivery of the  questionnaire for the year.

Thank you for the collaboration of your prestigious Coporation.


Sincerely,


Dante Caputo


Deputy Secretary for Political Affairs


Washington, D.C., March 17, 2011

Dr. Marta Lagos

Executive Director

Latinobarómetro

Orrego Luco 130

Santiago, Chile

Dear Dr. Lagos:

In the interest of continuity in the working relationship that the Organization of American States (OAS) and Latinobarómetro Corpoation began in 2006, we are forwarding herewith for your consideration the terms of reference so we can seal a new cooperation agreement between the two institutions.  We hope that this way the OAS General Secretariat can consolidate its participation as a donor and contribute more actively to the preparation of the Latinobarómetro study.

The study is conducted once a year in 18 countries of the region, by surveying a representative sample of each country’s population (between 1,000 and 1,200 individuals).

The opinion survey involves tracking the evolution of Latin American societies, in every aspect related to governance, the economy, politics, international relations, communications, culture, values, and emerging issues of the region.

The General Secretariat of the OAS has the right to participate in constructing the questionnaire by proposing topics and questions.

For the questionnaire topics the lead body is the Latinobarómetro Advisory Board.  The OAS is invited every year to serve as a member of that Board.

With every wave of data, Latinobarómetro Corpoation will deliver to the OAS General Secretariat:

· The final questionnaire to be used for the study

· A memo stating the OAS questions that were finally included in the survey and those left out

· Online access to the database to be able to cross-check variables and do analysis
· Access to the SPSS files or the Excel spreadsheet that record all findings of the survey for each of  the 18 countries, from 1995 to the last measurement.

· Printed tables summarized by country, variable, and year

· The reports produced

· Information on the methodology of the study

· A schedule stating the different stages of the process of preparing, conducting, reviewing, and  presenting the study.

Agreement Period:  2010

Agreement Amount:  US$50,000

The disbursement will be made upon delivery of the above-mentioned products.

Thank you for the collaboration of your prestigious corporation.


Sincerely,


Victor Rico


Secretary for Political Affairs

COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN

THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

AND LATINOBAROMETRO CORPORATION

The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, hereafter the GS/OAS, a public international organization headquartered at 1889 F street, NW, Washington, DC 20006, represented by the Secretary for Political Affairs, Mr. Victor Rico Frontaura, and Latinobarómetro, a private not-for-profit corporation headquartered at Orrego Luco 130, Santiago, Chile, represented by the Executive Director, Dr. Marta Lagos,

CONSIDERING:

The interest of the General Secretariat of the OAS (GS/OAS) in contributing actively to the preparation of a Latinobarómetro study (“The Study”); 

The interest of Latinobarómetro in having the GS/OAS contributing actively to the preparation of the Study; and 

The interest of Latinobarómetro in collecting information to help devise strategies in the political, social, and economic arenas as they relate to the GS/OAS, incorporating public opinion data that convey the citizens’ views on the problems of the region;

The interest of the GS/OAS in obtaining the information referred to in Article 5 below,

THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

1.
The Study that is the focus of this Agreement shall be conducted by Latinobarómetro once per year in 18 countries of the region through a survey using a representative sample of the population of each country (approximately 1,000 to 1,200 persons). 

2.
The Opinion Barometer entails tracking the evolution of Latin American societies, in all aspects related to governance, the economy, international relations, communications, culture, values, and emerging issues of the region.

3.
The GS/OAS has a right to participate, from the outset, in the preparation, review, and approval of the questionnaire. The GS/OAS is involved in the Study insofar as it proposes topics and questions for each year’s questionnaires, through the decision-making bodies of Latinobarómetro (the international Advisory Board and the Questionnaire Panel).

4.
The GS/OAS is invited to participate on the two bodies related to preparation of the questionnaire, in terms of topics and content:  the International Advisory Board of Latinobarómetro and the Questionnaire Panel.  One representative of the GS/OAS may participate on both organs.

5.
For each wave of data, Latinobarómetro Corporation shall deliver to the General Secretariat of the OAS the following information:

· The final questionnaire to be used for the Study

· A memorandum specifying the OAS questions that were finally included in the survey and those that were left out

· Online access to the data base, so as to be able to cross-check variables and do analysis

· Access to the digital files (online data bank) that record all survey findings for the 18 countries for each from 1995 up to the last measurement
· Printed tables summarized by country, variable, and year

· The reports produced by Latinobarómetro

· Information on the methodology of the study

· A schedule stating the different stages of the process of preparing, conducting, reviewing, and presenting the study.

6.
Notwithstanding any kind of remuneration and/or honoraria exchanged by the parties in the past – be they business contracts or donations of resources – by way of this arrangement the parties agree that all services provided in connection with this agreement shall be provided at no cost, and that neither party shall make any financial reimbursement or donation in exchange for services that are the object of this Agreement.
7.
The parties assume full responsibility for any damages resulting from the actions or omissions of their respective representatives, officials, employees, or consultants, related to the Study.


If for any reason a third party were to make any claim against either of the Parties concerning any action or omission of the other or its representatives, officials, employees, or consultants, in relation to the execution of the Study, the party responsible shall meet with the principal and sole claimant required to respond, and must also compensate the other party for any damage the latter has suffered due to those claims, including processing fees and attorney’s fees.

8.
Any dispute arising from application or interpretation of this Agreement or from the execution of the Project shall be settled through direct negotiation between the Parties. Failing an agreement satisfactory to both Parties, they shall submit their differences to procedural arbitration, in accordance with the current Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission for International Trade Rules (UNCITRAL) or the Inter-American Commercial Arbitration Commission (CIAC). The site of the arbitration shall be Washington, D.C. The arbitration shall be conducted in English and Spanish simultaneously.  The arbitration ruling shall be final, not subject to appeal, and mandatory. The law applicable to this Agreement is the law of the District of Columbia, United States of America.

9.
No provision of this Agreement constitutes express or tacit renunciation of the privileges or immunity enjoyed by the OAS, its organs, its staff, or its property and assets in accordance with the OAS Charter, agreements or laws on the subject matter, and the underlying principles and practices of international law.

10.
This Agreement may be amended only by joint consent in writing by the duly authorized representatives of the Parties. The instruments containing the amendments shall be attached as appendices to, and shall become a part of, this Agreement.

11.
This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of its signature and shall remain in effect for a period of four years. The applicability of Articles 7, 8, and 9 shall continue beyond the expiry or termination of this Agreement.
For Latinobarómetro 




For the General Secretariat of the OAS

Dr. Marta Lagos




Victor Rico Frontaura

Executive Director




Secretary for Political Affairs

Date: 30/4/11





Date: 04/29/2011


Organización de los Estados Americanos


Organização dos Estados Americanos


Organisation des États Américains


Organization of American States
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