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Background
The Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples had a positive experience with experts’ interventions on the first day of the last Special Session in March 2002.  The members of the Panel were selected by the Chair of the Group from proposals by delegations, in consultation with indigenous organizations.  These presentations were very valuable in that they served to focus and facilitate the discussion and tentative consensus achieved by the Working Group during the Special Session.
In April 2002, a follow-up academic seminar was held at the American University, to review the discussions of the Working Group and advance new ideas on the issues debated.  This was not an official activity of the Working Group, but it was attended by representatives from various governments and indigenous delegations.


In June 2002, the OAS General Assembly [AG/RES. 1851 (XXXII-O/02)] reaffirmed the priority for the OAS of the adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; renewed the mandate of the Working Group; took note of the appointment ad honorem of a Special Advisor to the Secretary General to collaborate with the Working Group; and inter alia recommended the Permanent Council “ to hold other meetings of the Working Group on specific topics relating to the Draft Declaration, in which experts and representatives of indigenous peoples will participate, and which will promote better understanding of essential aspects of the Draft Declaration.”

“Land, territorial rights and natural resources” are the principal issues in Article XVIII and related articles of the Proposed American Declaration, to be discussed at the next Special Session of the OAS’ Working Group and, coincidentally, at the United Nations Working Group meeting in December 2002.  They are also a major topic of the Round Table with indigenous representatives to be held at the World Bank in Washington, D.C., in the week beginning October 14, 2002.
Purpose of the meeting

The purpose of the meeting is to engage in a technical dialogue at the OAS to review advances in international and national law, doctrine, and practice related to the subject mentioned in the title of the meeting, and to afford State delegations, indigenous representatives, and experts the opportunity to discuss these issues in the framework of the respective articles and issues considered in the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Date of the meeting


A two-day meeting is proposed with three half-day sessions, tentatively scheduled for the afternoon of November 7 and the entire day of November 8, 2002.

Place of the meeting


Main OAS Building.
Structure

Each half-day session would be devoted to one item of the program: traditional forms of ownership in the legislation and practice of the region; the right to land and territories; and natural resources. These items will be introduced by one or two expert presentations, and the Chair of the Working Group will coordinate the discussion with State representatives and representatives of indigenous peoples.  The idea is to identify the main issues and areas of agreement and difficulties and, in particular, to review different approaches.

The experts will be selected by the organizers in consultation with States and indigenous representatives, and they will include internationally recognized experts in the field that can articulate States and indigenous positions as well as doctrinal and constitutional aspects.  A special report will be produced containing the main presentations and discussions of the meeting.
Costs

Meeting and interpretation expenses will be covered by the regular budget of the Working Group.

National missions and external sources are requested to make contributions to defray the costs of participating experts and indigenous representatives.
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