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INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2013-2015
OEA/Ser.L/II.5.32
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
CIM/CD/doc.3/13 Rev.2 

Washington, D.C.
January 18th 2013

February 28th – March 1st 2013
Original: Spanish
ORGANIZATION OF WORK

(Draft)

Thursday February 28th 
9:30-10:00

Inauguration:

· President of the Permanent Council, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the OAS, Ambassador Denis Ronaldo Moncada Colindres 
· President of the CIM, Maureen Clarke Clarke (Costa Rica)
10:00-10:15

Adoption of the agenda (CIM/CD/doc.2/13)



Adoption of the organization of work (CIM/CD/doc.3/13)
10:15-10:45

Report of the President and the Executive Secretary of the CIM and Budget execution through January 31st 2013 (CIM/CD/doc.4/13)
10:45-11:15

Report of the Technical Secretariat of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI) (CIM/CD/doc.5/13)
11:15-12:30

Dialogue on strengthening of the relationship between the CIM and civil society (CIM/CD/doc.6/13)
12:30-13:00

Dialogue on the cooperation between CIM and the Inter-American Network of Shelters (RIRE)
· Magarita Guillé Tamayo, Executive Coordinator of RIRE

13:00-14:00

Working lunch with María del Carmen Alanís Figueroa, Magistrate of the Electoral Tribunal of the Federation of Mexico 
14:00-15:15 

Dialogue on women and drugs in the Americas:
· Nischa Pieris, CIM Consultant

· Marya Hynes, Drug Research Specialist, Inter-American Observatory on Drugs, OAS
15:15-15:45

Dialogue on the inclusion of women and girls in information and communication technologies (ICTs) 

· Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL)

15:45-16:30

Dialogue on women and climate change in the Americas:
· Socorro Flores, Ambassador and negotiator for Mexico on climate change 
16:30-17:00

Other matters
· Preparations for the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Belém do Pará Convention (1994) and the 10th anniversary of the creation of its Follow-up Mechanism (MESECVI, 2004) during 2014

17:00-18:00

Adoption of agreements
18:00


Closing
Friday March 1st 
10:00-13:00

Policy round table “Women’s rights: From law to practice”




(agenda attached)
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ROUND-TABLE 

 “Women’s rights: From law to practice”
March 1st 2013

10:00am - 1:00pm 

The countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have gradually adapted their national legislation to the international and inter-American legal framework on women’s rights, within which particular emphasis is placed on the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW, 1979) and the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women (Belém do Pará Convention, 1994).

According to the OECD, 
 Latin America and the Caribbean is the developing region that has made the most progress in the formal recognition of women’s rights – from the adoption of international and inter-American commitments and the recognition of equality between women and men at the constitutional level, to the formulation of laws and public policies on women’s rights and gender equality. However, the OECD also highlights that, although discrimination by social institutions is low,
 this progress has not yet translated into adequate protection of women’s physical integrity, and that violence against women continues to be a or the major concern in many countries of the region.

However, for many women in the region, the legislation in place at the international and national levels and the constitutional guarantees of equality are not a lived reality. A number of obstacles persist to women’s full realization of their rights; from their ability to access education, employment with equal pay and benefits, and health and other social services, to their ability to negotiate sexual relations and reproductive autonomy, protect themselves from violence, including in their own homes, and make their voices heard in political and economic decision-making.

It is in this hemispheric context that the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) works, with the main goal of supporting “…the Member States of the OAS in their efforts to comply with their respective international and inter-American commitments on women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, so that they are converted into effective public policy, contributing to the full and equal participation of women in the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural spheres.”

The CIM has organized this round-table discussion on “Women’s rights: From law to practice” with the aim of sharing information, good practices and other reflections on the opportunities and challenges to the implementation of the international and national legal framework on women’s rights and identifying concrete public policy and programmatic measures that will advance the real exercise of these rights by all women, throughout the hemisphere.

DRAFT AGENDA 

10:00-10:15
President of the CIM, Maureen Clarke Clarke

10:15-10:30
Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza  
10:30-11:00
Keynote Address



Marie Yanick Mézile, Minister for the Status of Women and Women’s Rights, Haiti 

11:00-12:00
Round-table on “Women’s rights: From law to practice”

(“Davos-style” moderated conversation)

1. Harmonization of national legislation with the international legal framework on women’s rights: What are the advances and challenges?

2. Application of the law:  where have we progressed? what is left to be done?

3. Gender justice: Good practices and persistent challenges

Moderator: Luz Patricia Mejía, Coordinator of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention, OAS

Panelists:

· Tracy Robinson, Commissioner and Rapporteur for Women’s Rights, Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) 

· Teresa Incháustegui, Institute for Juridical Research, National University of Mexicio (UNAM) 

· Katherine Romero, Senior Lawyer, Women’s Link 

12:00-1:00
Plenary debate
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� OECD.  Atlas of gender and development: How social norms affect gender equality in non-OECD countries.  Paris: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2010, p. 92, � HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org/document/50/0,3746,en_2649_33935_44810034_1_1_1_1,00.html" ��http://www.oecd.org/document/50/0,3746,en_2649_33935_44810034_1_1_1_1,00.html� 


� Social institutions are key to understanding gender equality. Although formal rights may be established, women in many countries do not have equal access to inheritance, they cannot own land or property, suffer from sexual assault or domestic violence, and need to be accompanied by a male member of the family when leaving the house.  The OECD Gender, Institutions and Development Database comprises an array of 60 indicators on gender discrimination, including institutional variables that range from intra-household behaviour to social norms. Information on cultural and traditional practices that impact women’s economic development is coded so as to measure the level of discrimination inherent in these social institutions.  The OECD Database shows inequalities in social institutions in the family code, property rights, physical integrity and civil liberties around the world. 


� OECD, Atlas of Gender and Development: How Social Norms Affect Gender Equality in Non-OECD Countries. Paris: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2010.


� Statute of the Inter-American Commission of Women (article 2), 2012. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/CIM/about.asp" �http://www.oas.org/en/CIM/about.asp�





