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OAS Department of Human Development


OAS/DHD-CIR. 156 /2006
1.
Study venue:  E-learning platform of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) of the Center of Excellence for the Americas Region

2.
Offered by:  The Regional Training Center of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) and Excellence Network Node of the ITU: Asociación Colombiana de Ingenieros [Colombian Association of Engineers] (ACIEM) Telephone: (57-1) 369-0424, in Bogotá, Colombia, E-mail: aciem@cable.net.co
3. Coordinator: Mrs. Melba Lucía de Reyes, Director, Center of Excellence for the Americas’, Region of the International Telecommunication Union.  Telephone: (504) 220- 6666 Ext: 123, E-mail: centrodeexcelencia_uit@cablecolor.hn
4. Form of instruction: 



Distance education

5. Start and end dates:



23 October to 1 December, 2006 [New dates]
6. Course duration: 



Six (6) weeks
7. Language:




Spanish or English

8. General objective:  : 

To examine the technological and market aspects with greatest impact on the development and implementation of digital terrestrial television (DTT) in the Americas, with a view to providing new work tools for use in decision-making by both the region’s governments and potential investors.  To that end, the available technological standards (United States, European, and Japanese) will be reviewed, as will the experiences of countries that have adopted one or another standard.

Consideration will also be given to how convergence of communications media may be achieved through the use of DTT.

10.
Program:

a.   
The available digital terrestrial television technological standards:  ATSC-T, DVB-T, and ISDB-T;

b.   
International experiences of the adoption of DTT:  the Americas, Europe, and Asia;
c.   

Policies in the Americas region for the adoption of DTT:  discussions within CITEL;

d.   
DTT applications:  entertainment, Internet access, telecommuting, distance education, media convergence, and interactivity;
e.   
Recommendations for the Americas region.
11.
Methodology:  The distance learning course will be given over a six (6) week period and will be taught over the ITU’s WebCT e-learning platform. On a weekly basis, tutors will assist the participants accessing the WebCT to: (a) access course sessions; (b) read support materials; (c) download assigned exercises or activities; (d) complete or continue weekly activities or exercises; and (e) post their answers for tutor’s review, evaluation, and clarification if necessary.  In addition, each week the tutor will send the group a consolidated analysis of their answers, together with any individual clarification or explanations that may be necessary.  Evaluations will be based on a comprehensive final evaluation and points earned for participation in the interactive dialogue.

12.       Requirements:

a. Citizenship or permanent residence of an OAS Member State, except Colombia, as this is the country hosting the course (residents must forward a copy of their visas).
b. Participant profile:  Engineers, lawyers, managers and economists with two years’ experience.
c. An e-mail address, to be included in applications.  Applications not containing e-mail addresses will not be considered.
d. Access to computer equipment and to the Internet.  The following technical specifications must be met:

· Computer:  Must be able to use the latest versions of browsers 

· Internet access:  Students must have Internet access from their workplace or home.  Minimum acceptable modem speed is 28.8 kbps.

· Browser:  The choice of browser is very important.  The e-learning platform requires a browser that can run Java and JavaScript.  These options must be enabled in your browser.  

e. 
Submission of completed application form by the deadline set by the National Liaison Organization (ONE). It is the candidate’s responsibility to ascertain the deadline set by the ONE in his or her country of residence.

13.      Benefits:  For successful candidates, CITEL/OAS will cover all registration costs.

14.     Responsibilities of selected candidates:

· Upon selection, candidates must accept the scholarship by confirming to CITEL their availability to follow the course during the period indicated and their acceptance of the duly provided conditions of study.

· Students are responsible for obtaining access to equipment and for communication costs (Internet access and e-mail).

· Once an applicant has been selected, he/she should confirm the scholarship with the OAS Department of Human Development that she/he will be available to take the course. In the event that a candidate accepts a scholarship but cannot take the course, for whatever reason, must immediately advise CITEL and the OAS.
15.
Certification:  CITEL/OAS, the ITU Center of Excellence for the Americas' Region, and the Colombian Association of Engineers (ACIEM) will provide each participant with a certificate upon successful completion of the course.
16.
Presentation of candidacies:
OAS scholarship applications must be submitted using form OAS 98 (Fellowship Application form), and including all documentation required.  Applications must be forwarded to the Organization of American States through the official channels established by the government of each country (ONE).  This is a mandatory requirement.

The following is the list of National Liaison Organizations (ONEs) in the OAS Member states:  http://www.educoas.org/portal/en/becas/ones.aspx?culture=en&tabindex=44&childindex=48  

OAS Form 98 may be obtained from the OAS offices of the General Secretariat in the Member states or via the fellowship application page using the following link: Formulario de Solicitud de Becas oficial.  

Please note that this official announcement is available via the Educational Portal of the Americas Web page at: http://www.educoea.org.  

Any questions regarding submission of applications for this course should be sent to: Scholarships@oas.org
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  THESE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS CORRESPONDING TO THE 2006 REGULAR BUDGET
Sincerely,

Maria Levens

Director

Departament of Human Development
C.c.:    Course Coordinator
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� The deadline for presentation of applications to the (ONE) differs from country to country and should therefore be confirmed with the relevant ONE in the applicant's country of origin or permanent residence.
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