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CASE 12.127
VLADIMIRO ROCA ANTUNEZ ET AL. 
 (Cuba)

I. Summary of Case  

	Victim(s): Vladimiro Roca Antunez, René Gómez Manzano, Martha Beatriz Roque Cabello and Félix Bonne Carcassés
Petitioner(s): Cuban Committee for Human Rights
State: Cuba
Merits Report No. 27/18, published on February 24, 2018
Admissibility Report No. 56/04, adopted on October 14, 2004
Themes: Domestic Legal Effects / Right to Personal Liberty / Right to Humane Treatment / Detention Conditions / Freedom of Thought and Expression / Right to Assembly and Association / Arbitrary detention / Right to a Fair Trial / Judicial Protection / Torture, Cruel, Inhuman and / or Degrading Treatment
Facts: The case concerns the conviction of the victims to long prison sentences under sedition charges for having created an organization called "Working Group of the Internal Dissidence", dedicated to the study of the socio-economic problems of Cuba, and the dissemination of documents and State’s critical bulletins. The victims remained in preventive detention for one year and five months without effective judicial control. In 1999, they were convicted of the crime of sedition, based on arguments that violate the rights to freedom of expression and democratic principles. During these years, the alleged victims suffered inhuman detention conditions.
Rights violated: The Commission concluded that the State is responsible for violating Articles I (Right to life, liberty and personal security), IV (Right to freedom of investigation, opinion, expression and dissemination), XXII (Right of association), XXV (Right of protection from arbitrary arrest), and XXVI ( Right to due process of law) of the American Declaration.


II. Recommendations
	Recommendations
	State of compliance in 2020

	1. Provide reparations to the victims and, if appropriate, to their relatives, for the pecuniary and non-pecuniary damages suffered as a result of the violations of the American Declaration established herein.
	Pending compliance

	2. Set aside the criminal convictions of the victims in this case and all of the consequences arising therefrom.
	Pending compliance

	3. Hold a public ceremony acknowledging its responsibility for the violations of the American Declaration established herein.
	Pending compliance

	4. Take the necessary measures to bring its laws, procedures, and practices in line with international human rights standards. In particular, repeal the criminal provisions, like the offense of sedition provided for in Articles 100 and 125 of the Criminal Code, that are incompatible with the exercise of the rights to freedom of expression and association.
	Pending compliance

	5. Take the necessary measures to prevent similar acts from being committed again in the future, in keeping with the duty of the State to respect and guarantee human rights. In particular, take the necessary measures to prevent and eradicate the criminalization of persons who exercise the rights to freedom of expression and association.
	Pending compliance

	6. Bring its procedural law into line with the applicable international standards on due process, to ensure that criminal defendants have all of the legal guarantees necessary to exercise their means of defense.
	Pending compliance


III. Procedural Activity 
1. In 2020, the IACHR requested updated information on compliance from both parties on August 17. As of the closing date of this report, the Commission had not received said information from either of the parties.  
IV. Analysis of the information presented 

2. In the absence of updated information on the level of compliance with the recommendations, the IACHR reiterates, below, the analysis of compliance and the conclusions made in its 2019 Annual Report. 

V. Analysis of compliance with the recommendations 

3. In regard with recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, in 2019 the petitioners sent the IACHR an email stating that as of that time, the State had not adopted any measure with respect to the recommendations contained in Merits Reports No. 27/18. 

VI. Level of compliance of the case  

4. Based on the foregoing, the IACHR concludes that the level of compliance of the case is pending compliance. Consequently, the IACHR will continue to follow-up the recommendations 1 to 6.
5. The Commission invites the State to adopt the necessary actions in order to implement the recommendations made in the Merits Report No. 27/18, and to provide the Commission with detailed and updated information on said actions.
VII. Individual and structural results of the case 

6. Since this case is pending compliance, there are no individual or structural results reported by the parties.
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