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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
VIOLENCE AND DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN,

GIRLS AND ADOLESCENTS IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN:

CHALLENGES AND GOOD PRACTICES IN THE REGION

1. PRESENTATION AND OBJECTIVES
The Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of the Child launch a public consultation to collect information on challenges and good practices in States’ compliance with recommendations and decisions of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) regarding eradication of violence and discrimination against women, girls and adolescents in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The right of women, girls and adolescents to live free from violence is a fundamental principle of both the universal and regional human rights systems, with legal duties related to the eradication of violence and discrimination, based on fundamental rights to equality, non-discrimination, life and personal integrity. These principles, obligations and rights are recognized by the American Convention on Human Rights and the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man. Likewise, they have been enshrined in specialized instruments such as the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women ("Convention of Belém do Pará") and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. All of these treaties refer to the duty of the States to exercise due diligence to prevent, protect, investigate, sanction and remedy any violation of human rights.

Despite the efforts of the States of the region to make progress in the respect and guarantee of the rights of women, girls and adolescents, the Commission continuously receives worrying information about the prevalence of violations of their human rights. Likewise, the Commission receives constant reports about the barriers and obstacles that all of them still face for the effective enjoyment of their rights to non-discrimination and to live free from violence. Moreover, Latin American and the Caribbean States continue to face numerous challenges to fulfill their obligations to respond effectively and adequately to historical and structural discrimination, inequality and violence against women, girls and adolescents. 

In this context, for the development of its work for the 2017-2021 period, the Commission has identified women, girls and adolescents as persons in situation of vulnerability in the region and, consequently, has prioritized its lines of work to promote and guarantee their fundamental rights. Additionally, the States have expressed the need to receive assistance to facilitate the follow-up of the recommendations issued by the Commission and to incorporate them into their national legislation, policies and programs.

In light of the above, the IACHR has considered it pertinent to prepare a thematic report that analyzes the challenges and good practices in the follow-up of recommendations that the Commission has adopted regarding violence and discrimination against women, girls and adolescents.

In response to this requirement, the Commission proposes to gather information regarding existing challenges and good practices on these issues in Latin American and Caribbean countries, in order to support States’ efforts in relation to the follow-up of the recommendations and decisions issued by the Commission regarding the eradication of violence and discrimination against women, girls and adolescents.

2. INSTRUCTIONS 

The Inter-American Commission invites States, civil society as well as other non-state actors to respond to this questionnaire.
1) The questionnaire can be answered in whole or in part, according to the available information;

2) Relevant research, reports, and other documents already prepared and/or published  may be submitted;

3) The questions can be answered in relation to the situation of women and/or the situation of girls and adolescents in general. The Commission is especially interested in receiving information regarding the situation of the following groups:

- Women human rights defenders.

- Women journalists.

- Women with political commitments.

- LBTI women, girls and adolescents 

- Afro-descendant women, girls and adolescents.

- Indigenous women, girls and adolescents.
- Rural women, girls and adolescents.
- Women, girls and adolescents in situations of human mobility.

- Women, girls and adolescents deprived of their liberty and in conflict with the criminal law.

- Women, girls and adolescents with disabilities.

- Women, girls and adolescents within processes of Memory, Truth and Justice.

- Older women.

- Women, girls and adolescents living with HIV/AIDS.

- Women, girls and adolescents victims of human trafficking.

4) The answers to the questionnaire may be sent until June 1st, 2018.
5) Answers to the questionnaire can be sent electronically or by mail.

- By electronic means, to: CIDHmonitoreo@oas.org
- By post, to the following address:

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Organization of American States

1889 F Street NW, Washington DC 20006,

addressed to the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women of the IACHR
6) Whenever possible, it is recommended that the answers be sent electronically, indicating "Questionnaire about Women and Girls - Name of the Country" as subject of the email.

7) Please do not send duplicates.

3. QUESTIONNAIRE
Please provide the information that is considered more relevant and/or more significant to each of the points mentioned below.

This questionaire is divided in 4 sections that seek to gather relevant (not exhaustive) information on the legal frameworks in force (Part 1), States’ initiatives regarding institutionality, public programs and State practices (Part 2), the collection and dissemination of information (Part 3), specific topics related to the rights of girls and adolescents (Part 4) and institutional contacts (Part 5).
Given that one of the objectives of the Thematic Report is the identification and analysis of challenges and good practices in the follow-up of the recommendations issued by the IACHR, the information regarding the following issues will be specially valued:

• Positive impacts of regulatory frameworks, public policies, programs and State actions that were implemented in the 2007-2017 period in order to advance the respect, protection, guarantee and defense of the rights of women, girls and adolescents.

• Moderate balances of initiatives that were considered auspicious but have not yet had the expected impact and the reasons that explain this situation.

Part 1 – Legal framework

SECTION 1: Current Legal framework 

QUESTION 1. Provide information about the current legal framework in relation to:
1) Equality and non-discrimination based on gender and/or intersectional grounds.
2) Obligation to prevent in relation to the rights of women, girls and adolescents.
3) Access to justice in cases of gender-based discrimination and violence, with special emphasis on the duty of due diligence in the investigation, prosecution, and sanction of those responsible. 
4) Protection to ensure a life free of violence and discrimination, 
5) Comprehensive reparation to women, girls and adolescents who have been victims of discrimination and violence. 
QUESTION 2. Provide information about the current legal framework on:
1) Gender-based murders. 

2) Disappearances, especially of women, girls and adolescents.
3) Sexual violence

4) Institutional violence

5) Torture.
6) Obstetric violence. 

7) Violence in the couple and domestic violence. 
8) Human trafficking, especially of women, girls and adolescents.
9) Access to sexual and reproductive health services. 
10) Social and political participation.
11) Corporal punishment to girls and adolescents. 
SECTION 2: Challenges and best practices  

QUESTION 3. Describe the progress achieved in the implementation of the aforementioned legal framework. In case they exist, indicate their positive impacts.
QUESTION 4. Describe the pending challenges on the implementation of the aforementioned legal framework. If possible, indicate the reasons that explain those challenges and efforts taken to overcome them.
QUESTION 5. Mention official indicators, mechanisms for collecting and disseminating information and/or inter-institutional mechanisms to monitor and evaluate those advances and challenges.

QUESTION 6. Where relevant, mention if the approval and implementation of the aforementioned legal framework responded to the implementation of recommendations, decisions and sentences of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

QUESTION 7. Indicate if there are spaces for civil society to participate in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of this legal framework. 
QUESTION 8. Identify significant judicial decisions regarding discrimination and gender-based violence against women, girls and adolescents that have been issued in the last 10 years. Briefly describe if the decisions identified reflect progress, pending challenges and/or setbacks in the protection of the rights of women, girls and adolescents.

Part 2 – Institutionality, Public Policies,
 and State Practices
SECTION 1: Information regarding institutionality for the prevention, eradication, punishment and protection on violence and discrimination against girls, adolescents and women
QUESTION 9. Identify institutions in charge of the formulation, implementation and/or evaluation of public policies on prevention, eradication, punishment and protection of violence and discrimination against girls, adolescents and women.
QUESTION 10. Indicate whether there are mechanisms for inter-institutional coordination between the institutions mentioned in the answer to question 9. 

QUESTION 11. Provide information on budget allocation and execution in relation to the functioning of the institutions identified.
SECTION 2: Information on public policies and State practices

QUESTION 12. Provide information on public policies and state practices regarding:

1) Violent deaths due to gender

2) Disappearances, in particular of women, girls and / or adolescents

3) Sexual violence

4) Institutional violence

5) Torture

6) Obstetric violence

7) Violence in the couple and in the domestic sphere

8) Trafficking in persons, especially women, girls and / or adolescents

9) Access to sexual and reproductive health services

10) Political and social participation

QUESTION 13. Identify public policies, action plans, programs or other types of practices or initiatives, main objectives and characteristics, entity responsible for its implementation, and implementation status.

QUESTION 14. Indicate if there are spaces for civil society to participate in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluating those policies, action plans, programs and State practices.

QUESTION 15. When relevant, mention if the approval and implementation of these policies, action plans, programs and State practices respond to the implementation of recommendations, decisions and sentences of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

QUESTION 16. Provide information on budgetary allocation and execution for the formulation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the public policies indicated. 
SECTION 3: Advances, challenges and best practices in regard to policies, action plans, programs and State practices  

QUESTION 17. In relation to policies, action plans, programs and State practices that have been identified, indicate progress achieved on their implementation and positive impacts. Mention the factors and best practices that have facilitated these advances and impacts.

QUESTION 18. Describe pending challenges on the implementation of the policies, action plans, programs and State practices that have been identified, the reasons that explain these challenges and, when applicable, the efforts taken to overcome them.
QUESTION 19. If applicable, provide information about official indicators and inter-institutional mechanisms to monitor and evaluate progress achieved and pending challenges.

Part 3 –Production and Dissemination of Information
QUESTION 20. Indicate if the State has a mechanism to gather qualitative information and produce comprehensive statistics about acts of discrimination and violence against women, girls and adolescents, and, especially, about:

1) Number of reports of acts of violence against women, girls and adolescents, disaggregated by year, jurisdiction where the facts took place, age, gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, socio-economic status and situation of disability of the person who reported the crime; type of violence reported; and relationship of the alleged victim with the alleged aggressor, in case the report identifies the aggressor.

2) Number of arrests made, criminal investigations initiated, sentences delivered (disaggregated by type of decision: conviction, acquittal, archive, dismissal, etc.) and restriction orders issued because of acts of violence against women, girls and adolescents.
3) Minimum, maximum, and average duration of the criminal investigation of acts of violence against women, girls and adolescents.

Indicate whether these mechanisms incorporate information produced by various State and non-State actors, in a coordinated and systematic way. Indicate how often information is collected and if there are strategies aimed at ensuring the collection of information disaggregated by sex, gender, age, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status and disability status.

QUESTION 21. Describe the mechanisms implemented to disseminate the information gathered. Indicate the State authority in charge of disseminating this information, what means and formats are used to disemmintate the information (i.e. thematic reports in printed or digital format, thematic websites, newsletters, dissemination events, etc.), who can access to this information and what are the requirements for so doing.
Part 4 – Specific Challenges Related to the Rights of Girls and Adolescents 
QUESTION 22. Describe the particular forms of violence and discrimination that specifically affect girls and adolescents. Identify situations of violence and discrimination that have special impact and/or higher level of prevalence on them, as well as particular obstacles for its prevention, the adoption of special protection measures, access to services, access to justice, among other relevant elements.
QUESTION 23. Provide information about the legal framework and policies, action plans, programs and State practices implemented to prevent the following forms of discrimination and violence against women and adolescents; investigate and sanction those responsible and offer protection and integral reparation to the victims:

a) Child marriage and premature unions;

b) Forced pregnancy and unwanted pregnancies as a result of sexual violence;
c) Child labor, labor exploitation and trafficking;

d) Violence and discrimination within the education system;

e) Violence and discrimination against institutionalized girls and adolescents;
f) Corporal punishment;
g) Violence within new technologies. 
QUESTION 24. In relation to the legal framework, and policies and State practices that have been identified, indicate:  
a) If they adequately incorporate the principles that specifically apply to the protection of girls and adolescents (special and reinforced protection; best interest of the child, progressive autonomy, and participation) and provide examples.

b) Progress achieved in their implementation, and the factors and best practices that have facilitated these advances. 

c) Pending challenges on their implementation, and the reasons that explain these challenges.

d) Whether there are official indicators and inter-institutional mechanisms to monitor and evaluate the advances and challenges.

e) If there are spaces for the participation of girls and adolescents in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of these policies and State practices, as well as for the participation of civil society organizations that work in the field of the rights of the child.

QUESTION 25. Describe the progress achieved in the implementation of the legal framework, and on the aforementioned policies and State practices. If applicable, indicate their positive impacts.

QUESTION 26. Describe pending challenges on the implementation of the aforementioned legal framework, policies and State practices. When applicable, indicate the reasons that explain these challenges and the efforts taken to overcome them.
Part 5 – Institutional Information 

QUESTION 27. Provide the list of Institutions and public entities and its contact information:
· From the Executive Power
· Devoted to the promotion and defense of the rights of women 
· Devoted to the promotion and defense of the rights of girls and adolescents. 
· From the Judicial Power
· Devoted to the promotion and defense of the rights of women. 

· Devoted to the promotion and defense of the rights of girls and adolescents. 

· From the Legislative Power
· Devoted to the promotion and defense of the rights of women. 

· Devoted to the promotion and defense of the rights of girls and adolescents.  

· Public Prosecutor's Office and Ombudsman's Offices or National Human Rights Institutions.
� For the purposes of this questionnaire, the term “legal framework” refers to the Constitution, human rights treaties and other regional or international instruments ratified by the State, laws, regulations, guidelines, and protocols with legal force, and judicial decisions.


� For the purposes of this questionnaire, the term “public policies” should be understood in the broad sense, which includes both action plans and programs. 
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