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IX HEMISPHERIC FORUM OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS AND SPECIAL SESSION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC)

Washington, DC - April 26-27, 2012
PROGRAM

During the Forty-second Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly that will take place in Cochabamba, Bolivia on June 3-5, 2012, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Americas will discuss and adopt the Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas, and approve resolutions related to the pillars of the OAS. In preparation for the General Assembly, the OAS General Secretariat will hold the IX Hemispheric Forum of Civil Society and Social Actors with the support of the governments of United States, Canada and Chile, and in collaboration with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).
This Forum will take place on April 26-27, 2012 at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. and will offer civil society organizations (CSOs) and social actors the opportunity to dialogue with representatives of the OAS Member States and General Secretariat about the main theme of the General Assembly “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas.” In the Forum, the participants will be able to discuss and present proposals and recommendations to the OAS Member States for strengthening democracy, integral development, multidimensional security and promoting and protecting human rights.

The recommendations resulting from the IX Hemispheric Forum will be presented by the CSO and social actor representatives in the Special Session of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) of the Permanent Council on April 27, 2012, and will contribute to the Member States’ deliberations of the Draft Declaration of Cochabamba and the resolutions related to the inter-American agenda, to be adopted in the XLII General Assembly.
INTRODUCTION

OBJECTIVE AND EXPECTED RESULTS
The objective of the IX Hemispheric Forum of Civil Society and Social Actors is to stimulate discussion and the exchange of ideas among the participants, and to propose recommendations to OAS Member States by CSOs that are registered to participate in the Organization’s activities, as they relate to the theme of the XLII General Assembly “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas” and other topics that comprise the hemispheric cooperation agenda.

As a result of the Forum, CSOs and social actors will generate recommendations on the theme of the XLII General Assembly and sustain a dialogue with the Member States in order to contribute to the work the OAS carries out in preparation for the General Assembly. 
METHODOLOGY AND FORMAT
The Hemispheric Forum will commence on Thursday, April 26, 2012 at OAS Headquarters, will have duration of one day and a half, and will consist of:

1. Inaugural session;

2. Three plenary sessions; 
3. Three parallel workshops in which civil society and the social actors will develop the recommendations; and
4. Dialogue on the results of the Sixth Summit of the Americas.
Each plenary session will be composed of two or three panelists representing the Member States, networks of civil society organizations and social actors and the OAS who will discuss the work of the OAS political bodies and the efforts carried out in support of the implementation of the theme of the General Assembly and other priority topics in the region. Each panelist will make a brief presentation based on the theme and the conceptual guide of the session. Following the presentations, there will be time for comments by the participants. 
After the plenary sessions, the participants will have the opportunity to dialogue, exchange experiences and formulate their recommendations in thematic workshops that will focus on the theme of the General Assembly and will be moderated by a civil society representative and will have a rapporteur who will be responsible for taking notes of the discussions, compiling and organizing the various comments and recommendations and producing the final document for each session. 
The morning of the second day will begin with a dialogue on the results of the VI Summit of the Americas, and will be followed by time for the presentation and revision of the recommendations generated by each workshop the previous day. The final recommendations from each workshop will be consolidated into a document that will be presented during the Special Session with Civil Society and Social Actors of the CISC, and distributed among OAS Member States, the General Secretariat, CSOs and Social Actors.

The special session of the CISC will be an opportunity for civil society and social actor representatives to dialogue with the Permanent and Alternate Representatives of the Member States and present the recommendations developed during the Hemispheric Forum. The representatives selected by their peers will present the summary of the discussions and recommendations of each thematic workshop.  Upon receiving the civil society and social actor recommendations, Member States will take the floor.
LANGUAGES
The plenary sessions and workshops of the IX Hemispheric Forum of Civil Society and Social Actors will be in English and Spanish. The special session of the CISC will be in the official languages of the OAS (Spanish, French, Portuguese and English).
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS
In order to enrich the discussion in each of the Forum’s thematic areas, participants are recommended to familiarize themselves with the following documents and websites:
· Proposal of the Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas
· Panorama de la Seguridad Alimentaria y Nutricional en América Latina y el Caribe 2011 - "Altos precios de los alimentos: Oportunidades y riesgos (prepared by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations – FAO; only available in Spanish) 
· The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2011 (prepared by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations – prepared by FAO) 
· The State of Food and Agriculture 2010-2011 –(prepared by FAO) 
· The Food Security Situation in the Americas (prepared by IICA)


AGENDA
THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2012

Ruben Dario Room, OAS General Secretariat Building (GSB)
1889 F Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, USA
8:30 – 9:00am

Registration

9:00 – 9:10am

Inaugural Session

· Amb. Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Council 
· Jose Miguel Insulza, Secretary General, OAS 
9:10 – 9:20am
Introduction of the Forum

· Amb. Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for External Relations, OAS
9:20 – 10:50am
First Plenary Session: Food Security in the Americas 
· Amb. Diego Pary, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS 

· Victor M. Villalobos, Director General, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 
· Rosine Plank-Brumback, Senior Specialist, Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)
9:50 – 10:50am - Dialogue
10:50 – 11:00am
Coffee break

11:00am – 12:30pm
Second Plenary Session: Food Security and Democratic Governance
· Kevin Casas Zamora, Secretary for Political Affairs, OAS 
· Marcelo Varela Erasheva, The Carter Center 



11:30am – 12:30pm – Dialogue
12:30am – 2:00pm
Lunch
2:00 – 3:30pm
Third Plenary Session: Strengthening Human Rights and Food Security
· Rosa Celorio, Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
· Patricia Gálvez Z., Centro Ecuatoriano de Desarrollo y Estudios Alternativos (CEDEAL)
2:30 – 3:30pm – Dialogue
3:30 – 3:45pm

Coffee break

3:45 – 5:45pm

Simultaneous Thematic Workshops 

· Workshop 1: Food Security in the Americas (Gabriela Mistral Room)
Moderator:  
James French, Instituto Interamericano de Cooperación para la Agricultura (IICA)

Rapporteur: Amy Ángel, Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo       
Económico y Social (FUSADES) 
· Workshop 2: Food Security and Democratic Governance (Padilha Vidal A Room)
Moderator:
Marcelo Varela Erasheva, The Carter Center 
Rapporteur:
Birmania Ramírez Peguero, Fundación Nacional para la  Democracia
· Workshop 3: Strengthening Human Rights and Food Security (Padilha Vidal B Room)
Moderator:    Patricia Gálvez Z., Centro Ecuatoriano de Desarrollo y Estudios     
Alternativos (CEDEAL)
Rapporteur: 
Margarita Araujo, Semillas para la Democracia
6:00pm


Sessions conclude for the evening and rapporteurs to submit 





recommendations to the Department of International Affairs
FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 2012

Ruben Dario Room, OAS General Secretariat Building (GSB)
1889 F Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, USA
9:00 – 10:00am
Dialogue on the results of the VI Summit of the Americas

· Amb. Andres Gonzalez Diaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS
10:00am 
Sharing and revision of the recommendations from the thematic workshops 
12:00 – 2:00pm

Lunch 
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SPECIAL SESSION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC) 

PROGRAM

April 27, 2012

The Special Session with Civil Society and Social Actors of the CISC will be held in order to lend continuity to the pursuit of mandates entrusted to it in the preceding term, including AG/RES. 2635 (XLI-O/11), CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and CP/RES. 759 (1217/99). The Special Session of the CISC will be an opportunity for civil society and social actor representatives to dialogue with Member States and present the recommendations formulated during the IX Hemispheric Forum.   
AGENDA

FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 2012

Simon Bolivar Room, OAS Main Building
17th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20006
2:30 – 2:40pm 
Welcoming remarks 

· Amb. Andres Gonzalez Diaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the CISC

· Amb. Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, OAS
2:40 – 3:10pm
Presentation of civil society and social actor recommendations from the IX Hemispheric Forum of Civil Society and Social Actors on the theme of the General Assembly “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas”

· Jorge Sanin, Director of the Department of International Affairs / 
Secretariat for External Relations, OAS 

· Civil society and social actor representatives

3:10 – 4:30pm

Interventions by OAS Member States

4:30pm


Closing
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