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Sixth Summit of the Americas: “Connecting the Americas: Partners for Prosperity”

Policy Dialogues: The Road to Cartagena

Recommendations of the social actors at the consultation meeting on 
“Hemispheric Cooperation to Strengthen Security”

We, as social actors of the Americas, committed to the historic responsibility of defending the inter-American system and its institutions in the context of regional security, consider it to be vitally important that the Summit of the Americas:

Ratify support for the institutions and bodies of the inter-American system and validate their resolutions in each of the areas.

Reaffirm the institutional framework of the American Convention on Human Rights, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the six Summits of the Americas, the General Assembly sessions, and all the resolutions arising from them and from the meetings of heads of state as essential elements in building strategies to prevent crime, supporting security with democratic principles, and the sovereignty of our nations.

Call for continued work, in the framework of public international law, to promote peace, coexistence, and human development so the citizens of the Americas may live peacefully with each other and the rest of the world.

On that basis, we representatives of civil society in the Americas recommend to the plenary session of the Sixth Summit of the Americas certain elements we consider necessary in the context of respect for the Democratic Charter adopted by the member countries, for international humanitarian and human rights law, and for the legitimate need of our countries for security and coexistence, in accordance with the five pillars of the Plan de Action on Citizen Security now under discussion by the OAS member states:

Public security administration
1. Implement citizen security policies based on appropriate diagnostic studies, with periodic evaluation of their implementation and with a gender perspective. 

2. Include the parliaments in the definition and control of policy implementation.

3. Strengthen civilian control over public security; armed forces should intervene only under exceptional circumstances.

4. Provide sustainable resources for programs to prevent and reduce violence.

5. Design and implement social rehabilitation policies for persons who are serving prison sentences.

6. Ensure that the entire state, not only its armed forces, is present throughout the national territory.

7. Specialized training, according to population sector, of law enforcement and justice system operators to respect human rights.
8. Guarantee accountability and transparency in justice and penitentiary systems. 
9. Develop fiscal policies to encourage private entities to assist in safeguarding public security.

10. Incorporate international human rights standards in the design and implementation of hemispheric citizen security policies.

Police administration
1. Study the viability of implementing proximity policing models (community policing or a similar model).

2. Regulation, training, and monitoring to ensure that the use of force by law enforcement officers is consistent with international human rights standards.

International cooperation
1. Invite those states that have not yet done so to accede to and ratify the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the inter-American conventions on security.
2. Abide strictly by the standards enshrined in the international conventions and instruments on security.
3. Urge the states to support the process of the United Nations convention on the arms trade.

4. Engage civil society participation in the Observatory on Citizen Security, ensuring consideration of the parallel reports it promotes. 

5. Encourage increased coordination and communication among the various OAS departments on security matters.

6. Proceed with building an inter-American security system by instituting a permanent rapporteurship on citizen security at the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

7. Guide international cooperation on integrated border development.

8. Promote evaluation of citizen security approaches in a context of sharing best practices.

9. Promote OAS coordination with the subregional systems on security matters.

10. Ensure sustainable, permanent funding of civil society efforts.

Citizen participation 

1. Promote mechanisms that empower citizens to demand government accountability for the use of resources allocated to security.

2. Foster civil society participation in open political debates on the formulation of government policy on citizen security.

3. Develop and support research, based on evidence and geared toward action, that will facilitate promotion, awareness, and formulation of government policies.

4. Guarantee that member states include the population, regardless of gender, ethnicity, race, religion, sexual orientation, age, disability, or economic or social status, in the formulation and development of citizen security policies, both general and specific.
Policies for youth and women
1. Invite the states that have not yet done so to accede to and ratify the Ibero-American Convention on the Rights of Youth and to enact its provisions through their legislation, so as to safeguard the rights of young women and men.

2. Strengthen the role of women in community affairs.

3. Foster government compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

4. Urge government to establish standard indicators to assess the impact of violence on the lives of women and girls.
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