PLAN OF ACTION

To strengthen democracy, create prosperity and realize human potential, our
Governments will:

1. MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER

Electoral Processes and Procedures

Recognizing the relationship among democracy, sw#iée development, the separation of powers,
as well as effective and efficient government im&bns, and, noting that the transparency and
accountability of electoral systems and the inddpane of bodies responsible for the conduct and
verification of free, fair and regular election® assential elements in ensuring support for and
involvement in national democratic institutions:

Share best practices and technologies with redpecicreasing citizen participation in
electoral processes, including voter educationptbdernization and simplification of voter
registration and the voting and counting procedsjeamaking into account the need to
safeguard the integrity of the electoral process promoting the full participation and
integration of all persons eligible to exercise tiglt to vote, without discrimination;

Continue to enhance electoral mechanisms, usingrnrdtion and communications
technologies where possible, to effectively guaranihe impartiality, promptness and
independent action of agencies, tribunals or otleties responsible for the conduct,
supervision and verification of elections at natilbend sub-national levels, and strengthen
and facilitate, with the support of the Organizatmf American States (OAS) and other
regional and international organizations, hemigploeroperation and exchange of legislative
and technological experiences in these areashardbployment of election observers when
SO requested,;

Convene under the auspices of the OAS, and witledhaboration of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), meetings of experts to ex&mn more depth issues such as:
political party registration, access of politicakfes to funding and to the media, campaign
financing, oversight and dissemination of electiesults and relations of political parties
with other sectors of society;

Transparency and Good Governance
Recognizing that good governance requires effectegresentative, transparent and accountable
government institutions at all levels, public pagation, effective checks and balances, and the

separation of powers, as well as noting the rolaefofmation and communications technologies in
achieving these aims:
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Promote cooperation among national agencies inHbamisphere charged with the
development and maintenance of procedures andgasébr the preparation, presentation,
auditing and oversight of public accounts, withhtaical assistance where appropriate from
multilateral organizations and multilateral devetent banks (MDBs), and support
exchanges of information on oversight activitietexl to the collection, allocation and
expenditure of public funds;

Encourage cooperation and exchange of experienogsparliamentary best practices
between national legislators of the Hemispherelenespecting the separation and balance
of powers, through bilateral, subregional and hehmesic vehicles such as the Inter-
Parliamentary Forum of the AmericdaPA);

Work jointly to facilitate cooperation among natdmstitutions with the responsibility to
guarantee the protection, promotion and respduatimian rights, and access to and freedom
of information, with the aim of developing best girees to improve the administration of
information held by governments on individuals dadilitating citizen access to that
information;

Create and implement programs with the technicdFaancial support, where appropriate,
of multilateral organizations and MDBs, facilitate public participation and transparency
using information and communications technologibem applicable, in decision-making
processes and in the delivery of government sesyasel to publish information within time-

limits established by national legislation at altéls of government;

Media and Communications

Noting that access to existing and emerging infeionaand communications technologies has an
increasingly significant impact on the lives of imiduals and offers important opportunities for
democratic development, and that the media hawmpartant role to play in promoting a democratic
culture:

Ensure the media is free from arbitrary intervemgiby the state, and specifically, work to

remove legal or regulatory impediments to medieessdy registered political parties

including by facilitating, where possible, equitatdccess during election campaigns to
television and radio;

Encourage cooperation among public and privatedoasers, including cable operators, and
independent broadcast regulatory bodies and gowtah organizations, in order to
facilitate the exchange of best industry practarestechnologies at the hemispheric level, to
guarantee free, open and independent media;

Encourage media self-regulation efforts, includmegms of ethical conduct, to address the
concerns of civil society with regard to, interaalreducing the dissemination of extreme
violence and negative stereotypes of women andacgotial and other groups, contributing
in this way to the promotion of changes in attisidend cultural patterns through the

2/43



projection of pluralistic, balanced and non-disénatory images;
Fight against Corruption

Recognizing that corruption gravely affects demtcyaolitical institutions and the private sector,
weakens economic growth and jeopardizes the bamdsand interests of a country’s most
underprivileged groups, and that the preventioncamtrol of these problems are the responsibility
of government as well as legislative and judiamstitutions:

Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acoeglto, as soon as possible and as the case
may be, thelnter-American Convention Against Corruptjom accordance with their
respective legal frameworks, and promote effeanvglementation of the Convention by
means of, inter alia, the Inter-American Program @moperation in the Fight Against
Corruption and associated technical cooperatiograpraos and activities, including those of
relevant multilateral organizations and MDBs, ie @irea of good governance and in the
fight against corruption, as well as programs wlgiabh country designs and implements in
accordance with national laws, by its own apprdprizodies that may require assistance;

Support the establishment as soon as possiblagtaiko consideration the recommendation
of the OAS, of a follow-up mechanism for the imptmtation of thelnter-American
Convention Against Corruptiopy States Parties to this instrument;

Support strengthening the Inter-American Networknsfitutions and Experts in the Fight
Against Corruption in the context of the OAS, adlas initiatives aimed at strengthening
cooperation among ethics officials and memberswifsociety;

Strengthen, in cooperation with multilateral orgations and MDBs, where appropriate, the
participation of civil society in the fight againsbrruption, by means of initiatives that
promote the organization, training and linkageibzens groups in the context of concrete
projects which promote transparency and accouitialrlgovernance;

Continue to promote policies, processes and mesiarthat protect the public interest, the
use of disclosure of assets mechanisms for putfilktads in order to avoid possible conflicts
of interest and incompatibilities, as well as otlmasures that increase transparency;

Empowering L ocal Governments

Recognizing that citizen participation and appraterpolitical representation are the foundation of
democracy, and that local governments are closdketdaily lives of citizens:

Promote mechanisms to facilitate citizen partiggratin politics, especially in local or
municipal government;
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Promote the development, autonomy and institutistiehgthening of local government in
order to promote favorable conditions for the sustisle economic and social development
of their communities;

Strengthen the institutional capacity of local goweents to allow full and equal citizen
participation in public policies without any dismiination, facilitate access to those services
fundamental to improving citizens’ quality of lifand strengthen decentralization and the
integral development of these services in partufinccommensurate and timely funding and
initiatives that permit local governments to getend administer their own resources;

Promote sharing of information, best practices adwohinistrative expertise among local
government personnel, associations of local govents) community associations and the
public, in part by facilitating access to inforntatiand communications technologies by
municipalities and by encouraging cooperation axmidination among national, subregional
and regional organizations of mayors and local guwent;

Stimulate international cooperation in trainingegiiors and managers of local government;
Support convening a meeting in Bolivia of ministersauthorities at the highest level
responsible for policies on decentralization, lagavernment and citizen participation in
municipal government, and consider closely the meuendations of the Sixth Inter-
American Conference of Mayors and other relevantgsses;

Support the OAS Program of Cooperation and Dededtin in Local Government,
including, with the support of the IDB, the develognt of programs and the effective
inclusion of citizens in decision-making processes;

2. HUMAN RIGHTSAND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Recognizing that the universal protection and prisomcof human rights, including civil, cultural,
economic, political and social rights, as wellespect for the norms and principles of internationa
humanitarian law based on the principles of unass indivisibility and interdependence are
fundamental to the functioning of democratic sogistressing the importance of respect for the rule
of law, effective and equal access to justice ati@pation by all elements of society in public
decision-making processes:

I mplementation of I nternational Obligations and Respect for International Standards

Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acoeglto, as soon as possible and as the case
may be, all universal and hemispheric human riglsisuments, take concrete measures at
the national level to promote and strengthen rdsfgechuman rights and fundamental
freedoms of all persons, including women, childrére elderly, indigenous peoples,
migrants, returning citizens, persons with diséibsi and those belonging to other
vulnerable or discriminated groups, and note thatuse of the term “peoples” in this
document cannot be construed as having any imjgicags to the rights that attach to the

4143



term under international law and that the rightsoamted with the term “indigenous
peoples” have a context-specific meaning thatps@iately determined in the multilateral
negotiations of the texts of declarations that gpady deal with such rights;

Reaffirm their determination to combat and elimeahpunity at all levels within their
societies by strengthening judicial systems angsbnat human rights institutions;

Combat, in accordance with international law, gaeccrimes against humanity and war
crimes wherever they might occur, and in particudall upon all states to consider ratifying
or acceding to, as the case may beRbme Statute of the International Criminal Court

Recognize the importance of the Regional Prepar&onference of the Americas against
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and RelaForms of Intolerance held in
Santiago, Chile, in December 2000, and undertakgatticipate actively in the World
Conference to be held in South Africa in 2001, prtng its objectives and stressing that
political platforms based on racism, xenophobidagtrines of racial superiority must be
condemned as incompatible with democracy and teaesp and accountable governance;

Support efforts in the OAS to consider the needeelop an inter-American convention
against racism and related forms of discrimina#dad intolerance;

Strengthening Human Rights Systems

Continue promoting concrete measures to strengthémmprove the inter-American human
rights system, in particular the functioning of thier-American Court of Human Rights and
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IAQH focusing on: the
universalization of the inter-American human righystem, increasing adherence to its
founding instruments, complying with the decisiarfsthe Inter-American Court and
following up on the recommendations of the Commoissiacilitating the access of persons
to this protection mechanism and substantiallygaasing resources to maintain ongoing
operations, including the encouragement of volynteontributions, examining the
possibility that the Court and the IACHR will furat permanently, and entrust the XXXI
General Assembly of the OAS, which will take plat&an Jose, Costa Rica, in June of this
year, to initiate actions to meet the above-metibgoals;

Strengthen the capacity of governmental institigiomandated with the promotion and
protection of human rights, such as national hungiris institutions, thereby recognizing
the important function they perform, and contribtdethe successful establishment of a
network of all such institutions of the Hemispherging information and communications
technologies to promote and give effect to sustdéeooperation and better coordination;
Create and strengthen national human rights aptaors, in accordance with the mandate of
the 1993Vienna Declaration and Programme of Acti@nd foster independent national
human rights institutions by seeking, where appad@rtechnical and financial support from
multilateral organizations, MDBs and specializedtitateral agencies;
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Seek to promote and give effect to theclaration on the Right and Responsibility of
Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Prareotd Protect Universally Recognized
Human Rights and Fundamental Freeddaiso referred to as the United Nations (UN)
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders];

Advance negotiations within the OAS on P®posed American Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoplasith a view toward its earliest possible conclasamd adoption;

Migration

Reaffirming the commitments made in 1998 at thei&gm Summit concerning the protection of the
human rights of migrants, including migrant workangl their families:

Strengthen cooperation among states to addressawtmprehensive, objective and long-
term focus, the manifestations, origins and effe€tsigration in the region;

Promote recognition of the value of close cooperesimong countries of origin, transit and
destination in order to ensure protection of thenan rights of migrants;

Establish an inter-American program within the Ci8&he promotion and protection of the
human rights of migrants, including migrant workansl their families, taking into account
the activities of the IACHR and supporting the wofkhe IACHR Special Rapporteur on
Migrant Workers and the UN Special Rapporteur ogrition;

Commit to undertake the widest possible cooperaimhexchange of information among
states concerning illegal trafficking networks,luding developing preventative campaigns
on the dangers and risks faced by migrants, p#atigswomen and children who often can
be victims of such trafficking, with a view to ereating this crime;

Establish linkages with subregional processes, asithe Regional Conference on Migration
and the South American Conference on Migration,civtare dialogue fora, in order to

exchange information on the migration phenomensnyell as promote cooperation with

specialized international organizations, such adrtternational Organization of Migration

(IOM), in order to advance and coordinate impleragah efforts of Summit mandates;

Human Rights of Women
Continue to implement the recommendations contaimékde 1998 Report of the Special
Rapporteur of the IACHR on the Status of Womem@&Americas and ensure the evaluation
of and, where appropriate, the establishment abnalt mechanisms for follow-up;
Integrate fully the human rights of women into therk of hemispheric institutions,
including the Inter-American Court on Human Rightsl the IACHR, and increase the
nomination of women as candidates for positiornth@se bodies;

Request the OAS, through its specialized organs particularly the Inter-American
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Commission on Women (CIM), to facilitate the int&gon of a gender perspective in the
work of all its bodies, agencies and entities tigtothe development of training programs
and the dissemination of information on the humghts of women, as well as support
governments in the systematic compilation and digsation of sex disaggregated data;
Develop, review and implement laws, proceduresgesoand regulations to guarantee
compatibility with international legal obligatioasid to prohibit and eliminate all forms of
discrimination based on gender, and continue wegkih at the Santiago Summit that set the
goal of legal equality between men and women byéae 2002;

Develop additional policies and practices to combalence against women, including
domestic violence, in accordance with the definitestablished in thénter-American
Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eeditic of Violence Against Womgrhe
Convention of Belém do Para);

Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acoeglto, as soon as possible and as the case
may be, the UNConvention on the Elimination of All Forms of Disunation against
Womenand its Optional Protocol;

Human Rights of Children and Adolescents

Consider, signing and ratifying, ratifying, or adeg to, as soon as possible and as the case
may be, the two Optional Protocols to the @¥nvention on the Rights of the Child
specifically on the Involvement of Children in Arch€onflict, and the Sale of Children,
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography; seekitegrate fully their obligations pursuant to
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Chilahd other international human rights
instruments into national legislation, policy arrdgiice;

Integrate fully the human rights of children analadcents into the work of hemispheric
institutions, including the Inter-American Courtidiman Rights, the IACHR and the Inter-
American Children’s Institute (IACI);

Freedom of Opinion and Expression

Continue to support the work of the inter-Ameridarman rights system in the area of
freedom of expression through the Special Rappofteu-reedom of Expression of the
IACHR, as well as proceed with the disseminatiooarhparative jurisprudence, and seek to
ensure that national legislation on freedom of eggion is consistent with international legal
obligations;

Ensure that national legislation relating to fremdaf expression is applied equitably to all,
respecting freedom of expression and access tonwatton of all citizens, and that
journalists and opinion leaders are free to ingaséi and publish without fear of reprisals,
harassment or retaliatory actions, including theuse of anti-defamation laws;

3. JUSTICE, RULE OF L AW AND SECURITY OF THE | NDIVIDUAL
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Recognizing that equal access to independent, trapand timely justice is a cornerstone of
democracy and economic and social developmentpwitg more frequent meetings, consultations
and collaboration among our justice ministers, so@ court justices, attorneys general,
ombudsman officials, law enforcement officials aoithers, and noting with satisfaction the
increased interest in collaborating and sharinggagpces to develop and implement judicial and
law enforcement reforms:

Accessto Justice

Support public and private initiatives and prograam&ducate people about their rights
relating to access to justice, and promote meashatensure prompt, equal and universal
access to justice;

Promote cooperation to exchange experiences imattee dispute resolution mechanisms
to expedite the administration of justice, incligdamong indigenous peoples, for which they
may request the support as appropriate of the @#SDB and other entities;

Independence of the Judiciary

Encourage measures to strengthen the independgtieejodiciary, including transparent
judicial selection, secure tenure on the benchgpate standards of conduct and systems
of accountability;

Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice

Continue to support the work done in the contexhefMeetings of Ministers of Justice and
Attorneys General of the Americas, whose Fourthtvgewill take place in Trinidad and
Tobago, as well as subsequent meetings, and tHermeptation of their conclusions and
recommendations;

Develop a funding plan for the Justice Studies €refdr the Americas that takes into
account the interests and resources of both gowrtsn/and other likely donors, and that will
enable the Center to contribute not only to the enoidation and formulation of public

policy in this area, but also to the institutiodal’elopment of judicial systems in the region;

Develop an exchange of best practices and recomatiend, through the Meetings of
Ministers of Justice and other appropriate meclmasyseeking the technical and financial
support of other multilateral organizations and MD#here appropriate, that are consistent
with international human rights standards, to redtiee number of pre-trial detainees,
institute alternative forms of sentencing for mimoimes and improve prison conditions
throughout the Hemisphere;

Establish, in the OAS, an Internet-based networkfarmation among competent legal

authorities on extradition and mutual legal asastato facilitate direct communications
among them on a regular basis and to identify comproblems in handling specific cases
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and issues that merit collective attention andlgisn:
Combating the Drug Problem

Recognizing the extreme nature of the drug probierthe region, renewing their unwavering
commitment to fight it in all its manifestation®fn an integral perspective, in accordance with the
principle of shared responsibility, through the mhieation of national efforts and in a spirit of
cooperation and mutual respect as establishedeiké&mispheric Anti-Drug Strategyand also
recognizing the work accomplished by the Inter-Aigeer Drug Abuse Control Commission
(CICAD) and the Governmental Experts Group appadirite undertake the first round of the
Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM):

Note with satisfaction the creation and implemeatabf the MEM, and reiterate their
commitment to make this instrument, unique in treley a central pillar of assistance
toward effective hemispheric cooperation in theggle against all the component elements
of the global drug problem;

Implement the proposals and recommendations foanihe national and hemispheric
reports, approved by CICAD, in accordance withgpecific situation of each country;

Continue strengthening and reviewing the MEM to itaymational and hemispheric efforts
against drugs, and recommend concrete actiongtwusage inter-American cooperation and
national strategies to combat this scourge;

Recommend:

- Intensifying jointIDB-CICAD efforts in order to obtain financial ras@es from the
international donor community, through consultatiweups supporting anti-drug
efforts, for alternative development, as well asided reduction programs;

- Establishing units with financial intelligencenfttions in countries that have not yet
done so, with the support of CICAD and internatlagencies specialized in this
area, and for which, in this context, it is recormehed that CICAD and IDB training
efforts be expanded,;

- Developing, within the framework of CICAD, a lotgrm strategy that includes a
three-year program to establish a basic and honeagsmmechanism to estimate the
social, human and economic costs of the drug pnobtethe Americas, and to
support countries through the necessary techngsadtance;

Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation arfdrmation exchange on policies and
actions concerning drug prevention, treatment biitetion and supply control, and develop
educational campaigns to promote public awarenesgeaisk of drug consumption;
Support measures to impede organized crime, maneydering, the diversion of chemical
precursors, the financing of armed groups, and dthoit activities resulting from drug and
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arms trafficking;

Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperationnties to consider in an integral manner the
displacement phenomenon of different factors rdléethe drug problem, including the
displacement of persons and illicit crops;

Transnational Organized Crime

Encourage all countries in the Hemisphere to cemssgyning and ratifying, ratifying, or
acceding to, as soon as possible and as the casdandghe UNConvention Against
Transnational Organized Crimés Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land,
Sea and Airand itsProtocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traffigkim Persons,
Especially Women and Childreas well asheProtocol Against the lllicit Manufacturing of
and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Compats, and Ammunitiorgnce that
protocol is open for signature;

Implement collective strategies, including thoss #merge from thigleetings of Ministers

of Justice of the Americas, to enhance the ingbibal ability of states to exchange
information and evidence by concluding internati@meements on mutual legal assistance
where necessary, develop and circulate nationalt®mnd strengthen cooperation, seeking
the technical and financial support of multilate@ganizations and MDBs where
appropriate, in order to jointly combat emergingre of transnational criminal activity,
including trafficking in persons and the launderaighe proceeds and assets of crime and
cyber-crime;

Review national laws and policies to improve coagien in areas such as mutual legal
assistance, extradition and deportation to couwnwieorigin,acknowledging the serious

concerns of countries that deport certain foreigtiomals for committing crimes in those

countries and the serious concerns of the recerungptries about the negative effect of
these deportations on the incidence of criminatityne countries of origin, and express the
desire to work together, as appropriate, to addhessegative effects on our societies.

Promote, where necessary, and in accordance witbnah legislation, the adoption of
investigation techniques, contained intheted Nations Convention Against Transnational
Organized Crimewhich are very important tools in the fight agdiorganized crime;

Prevention of Violence

Recognizing that violence and crime are serioutaghes to social harmony and the democratic and
socio-economic development of the Hemisphere, awdedl noting the urgent need for an integral
approach toward the prevention of violence:

Encourage national institutions to work togethed awmordinate with all appropriate

multilateral organizations and MDBs in order to Iepent integrated programs that include
initiatives for conflict resolution, where approge, for sustained prevention, permanent
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attention, public education and treatment reletantases of violence against persons,
families and communities, strengthening nationstifational capacities in these areas;
Consider developing cooperation with the mediaemdrtainment industry with a view to
avoiding the promotion and dissemination of a geltof violence, thus contributing to a
culture of peace;

Encourage greater use of community-based polidmglevelop increased dialogue and
interaction of law enforcement authorities withiksociety and local communities;

Promote cooperation to modernize criminal law, gsifformation and communications
technologies as appropriate, with a focus on hunggts training and prevention of acts of
violence, particularly violence perpetrated by kewforcement officials, in order to reduce
violence against civilians and foster values nergss our societies to retain social
harmony;

Promote the exchange of national experiences astldractices on the use of police
profiling with a view to preventing biased detenspwhich tend to affect mostly minorities
and the poor;

Expand opportunities to share experiences, tecbaignd best practices among government
and civil society agencies involved in combatinggb®logical, sexual or physical violence
in the domestic setting and on the job, recognitivag such violence is overwhelmingly
directed against women and children;

Seek to adopt necessary measures to prevent, impeldeunish violence, the segregation
and exploitation of women, minors, the elderly so@s with disabilities and other vulnerable
groups, and seek to ensure that national legislatnlresses acts of violence against them
and that these laws are enforced, recognizingwhate victims of violence require legal
assistance to obtain redress, every effort shailtdde to guarantee that they receive such
assistance;

Request multilateral and other organizations thai@pate in the Inter-American Coalition
for the Prevention of Violence to intensify theupport and technical assistance to those
countries that so request, in the elaboration tbnal strategies and actions regarding this
topic;

Promote concrete measures to prevent hostile acigainst minorities in the Hemisphere,
as well as the violent activities of local, regibaad international movements that support
and foster racist ideologies and terrorist prasticereach their goals;

Increase regional cooperation with a view to préwenthe criminal use of firearms and
ammunition, and examine additional measures angd &uhe national level if required,;

11/43



Implement, as soon as possible, t#mer-American Convention Against the lllicit
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Amnition, Explosives and Other Related
Materials, and apply the CICAD Model Regulations, as appater

4. HEMISPHERIC SECURITY 1

Recognizing that democracy is essential for pedeeelopment and security in the Hemisphere
which, in turn, are the best basis for furtherihg tvelfare of our people, and noting that the
constitutional subordination of armed forces araliggy forces to the legally constituted authostie
of our states is fundamental to democracy:

Strengthening Mutual Confidence

Hold the Special Conference on Security in 2004,vibich the OAS Committee on
Hemispheric Security will conclude the review of misues related to approaches to
international security in the Hemisphere, as defiaethe Santiago Summit;

Continue with priority activities on conflict prewmgon and the peaceful resolution of
disputesrespond to shared traditional and non-traditioealisity and defense concerns and
support measures to improve human security;

Support the efforts of the Small Island Develop8tgtes (SIDS) to address their special
security concerns, recognizing that for the smaldesd most vulnerable states in the
Hemisphere, security is multi-dimensional in scopeglves state and non-state actors and
includes political, economic, social and naturaimponents, and that the SIDS have
concluded that among the threats to their secaréyllicit drug trafficking, the illegal trade

in arms, increasing levels of crime and corruptemironmental vulnerability exacerbated
by susceptibility to natural disasters and the gpantation of nuclear waste, economic
vulnerability particularly in relation to trade, wehealth threats including the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)/Acquired Immune Defesicy Syndrome (AIDS) pandemic
and increased levels of poverty;

Improve the transparency and accountability ofafend security institutions and promote
greater understanding and cooperation among goertegencies involved in security and
defense issues, through such means as increasaagsbfidefense policy and doctrine
papers, information and personnel exchanges, imduavhere feasible, cooperation and
training for participation in UN peace-keeping wittes and to respond better to legitimate
security and defense needs, by improving transpgrefiarms acquisitions in order to
improve confidence and security in the Hemisphere;

! Mexico understands that all of Chapter 4 of trenRif Action, including its title “Hemispheric Seity”
and all of its concepts and provisions, will be iedded in the appropriate OAS fora, in conformiihthe
mandate of the Second Summit of the Americas, ineBhntiago de Chile, in April 1998.
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Continue promoting greater degrees of confidendesanurity in the Hemisphere, inter alia
through sustained support for measures, such ae et forth in the Santiago and San
SalvadorDeclarations on Confidence and Security BuildingaBlges (CSBMsyand for
existing mechanisms, agreements and funds, anedenisggning and ratifying, ratifying, or
acceding to, as soon as possible and as the cgdeentheConvention on the Prohibition of
the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer otiA&ersonnel Mines and on Their
Destruction the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Cotoal Weapons
Acquisitions and thdnter-American Convention Against the lllicit Maaaturing of and
Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives dther Related Materialgiving full
support to the UN Conference on the lllicit Trad&mall Arms and Light Weapons in all Its
Aspects to be held in July 2001, bearing in mirel sults of the Regional Preparatory
Meeting of Latin America and the Caribbean, hel@rasilia in November 2000, and the
work of the OAS, which contributed a regional pexdpve to the discussions;

Strongly support the Third Meeting of State PartiietheConvention on the Prohibition of
the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer otiAR®rsonnel Mines and on Their
Destruction,to be held in September 2001 in Managua, Nicaragud the Review
Conference of the 1980 URonvention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on theselbf
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deem&gtBxcessively Injurious or to
Have Indiscriminate Effectso be held in December 2001 in Geneva,; as wétleasfforts of
the OAS to pursue the goal of the conversion of\Whestern Hemisphere into an anti-
personnel- landmine-free zone;

Call for an experts meeting, before the Specialf@amce on Security, as a follow-up to the
regional conferences of Santiago and San Salvado€®BMs, in order to evaluate
implementation and consider next steps to furtbesolidate mutual confidence;

Promote financial support to the OAS Fund for Pe®eaceful Settlement of Territorial
Disputes, established to provide financial res@aro@ssist with defraying the inherent costs
of proceedings previously agreed to by the padmgerned for the peaceful resolution of
territorial disputes among OAS member states;

Support the work leading up to the Fifth Meetinddaffense Ministers of the Americas to
take place in Chile, as well as meetings thattake place subsequently;

Fight Against Terrorism

Support the work initiated by the Inter-American n@uittee on Terrorism (CICTE)
established within the OAS as a result of@menmitment of Mar del Platadopted in 1998,
and encourage hemispheric cooperation to prevempat and eliminate all forms of
terrorism, taking into account the approval of $tatute and Work Plan of CICTE;

Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acoeglto, as soon as possible and as the case

may be, those international agreements relatdaetfight against terrorism, in accordance
with their respective internal legislation;
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5. CIVIL SOCIETY

Recognizing the important role of participationdil society in the consolidation of democracy

and that this participation constitutes one of vhal elements for the success of development
policies, noting that men and women have the tiglgarticipate, with equality and equity, in the

decision-making processes affecting their liveswaalltbeing, and considering that the diversity of
opinion, experience and technical expertise ofl Gggciety constitute a significant and valuable
resource for initiatives and responses of governraed democratic institutions:

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes

Seek to establish public and private funding imeents aimed at building the capacity of
civil society organizations in order to highlightet work and contribution of these
organizations and to promote accountability;

Develop strategies at the national level and tHiabig OAS, other multilateral organizations
and MDBs to increase the capacity of civil societyparticipate more fully in the inter-

American system, as well as in the political, ecoimoand social development of their
communities and countries, fostering representagise and facilitating the participation of
all sectors of society; and increase the instihgiccapacity of governments to receive,
absorb and act on civil society input and advocasticularly through the use of

information and communications technologies;

Promote participation of all minority groups indang a stronger civil society;

Develop educational programs, in conjunction witevant civil society organizations,
academic experts and others, as appropriate, taderalemocracy and human rights
education and to promote the introduction of baaks educational materials that reflect the
ethnic, cultural and religious diversity of the Ameas as part of primary and secondary
school curricula;

6. TRADE, INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL STABILITY

Trade and I nvestment

Ensure negotiations of the FTAA Agreement are aohadl no later than January 2005 and
seek its entry into force as soon as possible dfterebut, in any case, no later than
December 2005, in conformity with the principlesl atjectives established in the San Jose
Ministerial Declaration, in particular the achievamh of a balanced, comprehensive
agreement, consistent with WTO rules and discipglitiee results of which will constitute a
single undertaking embodying the rights and obiayet, as mutually agreed:

Ensure the transparency of the negotiating pro¢eskiding through publication of the
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preliminary draft FTAA Agreement in the four offatilanguages as soon as possible and the
dissemination of additional information on the pexs of negotiations;

Foster through their respective national dialogeetmnisms and through appropriate FTAA
mechanisms, a process of increasing and sustaoradhanication with civil society to
ensure that it has a clear perception of the dewedmt of the FTAA negotiating process;
invite civil society to continue to contribute teetFTAA process; and, to this end, develop a
list of options that could include disseminationgmams in smaller economies, which could
be supported by the Tripartite Committee or otlerses;

Ensure full participation of all our countries imet FTAA, taking into consideration the
differences in the levels of development and sizih® economies of the Hemisphere, in
order to create opportunities for the full partatipn of the smaller economies and to
increase their level of development;

Supervise and support, with technical assistahedutl implementation of adopted business
facilitation measures;

Instruct our representatives in the institutionstloé Tripartite Committee to continue
securing the allocation of the resources necessagntribute to the support of the work of
the FTAA Administrative Secretariat;

Urge the Tripartite Committee institutions to cowig to respond positively to requests for
technical support from FTAA entities; and requdst institutions, according to their
respective internal procedures, to favorably aersiequests for technical assistance related
to FTAA issues from member countries, in partictdam the smaller economies, in order to
facilitate their integration into the FTAA process;

Economic and Financial Stability

Welcome and support the work of our Ministers ofdfice, who met in Toronto, Canada on
April 3-4, 2001, to promote financial and econostability as well as strong and sustainable
growth, as fundamental preconditions for accelerd&/elopment and poverty reduction,

and to ensure that the benefits of globalizatiebaoadly and equitably distributed to all our

people;

Recognize the value of efforts undertaken to advahemispheric integration, including
improved access to goods, services, capital alaodagy, to achieve the full range of social
and other objectives;

Support the efforts of Finance Ministers to addréss challenges associated with

globalization, to protect the most vulnerable arevpnt crises, and affirm the importance of
having the benefits of globalization widely distribd to all regions and social sectors of our
countries, recognizing, at the same time, the wnaallenges faced by small states;

Affirm that greater attention must be given to e&sing economic growth and reducing
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poverty in a mutually reinforcing way, and thatsthgriority must include social sector
policies that effectively achieve poverty reducteomd greater investment in people, with
improved access to basic education and healthcessvi

Instruct our Finance Ministers to continue to explavays to ensure that international
financial institutions, regional development bardsd other international bodies take
adequate account of Summit initiatives in theirdiaeg policies and technical assistance
programs for the Hemisphere;

Corporate Social Responsibility

Recognizing the central role that businesses afadk play in the creation of prosperity and ke f

and maintenance of trade and investment in the sf#rare, and, noting that businesses can make an
important contribution to sustainable developmeautiacreasing access to opportunities, including
the reduction of inequalities in the communities/imch they operate, and taking into consideration
the increasing expectations of our citizens and society organizations that businesses carry out
their operations in a manner consistent with teeaial and environmental responsibilities:

Support the continued analysis and considerationthin OAS of corporate social
responsibility, ensuring that civil society, inclad the private sector, is appropriately and
regularly consulted and that this process berfedits the experiences of other international
organizations, national agencies and non-goverrahaators;

Convene a meeting as early as feasible in 2002 thélsupport of the OAS, the IDB and
other relevant inter-American organizations invotyrepresentatives from governments,
civil society, including mainly the business comntynto deepen dialogue on corporate
social responsibility in the Hemisphere, raise @nass of key issues to be determined and
discuss ways to promote the development, adoptioniraplementation by the business
community of principles of good conduct that wildvance corporate social and
environmental responsibility;

7. INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

Recognizing that the development of physical irtftecture is an important complement to economic
integration; that advances in the area of infrastme will release new driving forces toward a lroa
and deep integration, setting in motion dynamies should be encouraged; and that infrastructure
projects geared to integration should be compleeterty the adoption of regulatory and
administrative regimes that facilitate their impkmation:

Telecommunications

Recognizing that states have the sovereign rigrgdalate their own telecommunications sectors
and that affordable and universal access to newrrdtion and communications technologies is an
important means to raise the living standards otdizens and reduce the divide between rural and
urban populations, and between countries; notiagniportance of increasing cooperation with the
private sector to further modernize and expandelacommunications sectors; acknowledging and
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reaffirming our efforts in and dedication to markeening and increasing free, fair and equitable
competition in all telecommunications services,le/heéspecting the regulatory framework of each
country, in order to attract investment neededeeetbp infrastructure and to reduce the cost of
service; stressing the importance of adopting pedito protect the interests of users and enhaece t

guality, efficiency, coverage and diversity of sees, all based on respect for user privacy; and
bearing in mind the social, political, economicyooercial and cultural needs of our populations, in
particular those of less developed communities:

Propose measures designed to modernize nations| désvappropriate, based on principles
such as: permanence of strong and independentategulbodies; a pro-competitive
approach, including the adoption of rules on dominaperators; a flexible regulatory
framework consistent with technological convergenaaed to develop human and
institutional capacity in support of these prinegl

Facilitate the upgrading of human resources intddecommunications sector through
ongoing training programs on telecommunicationscgplregulation, management and
technology, and request the Inter-American Telecamoation Commission (CITEL), in
coordination with national agencies, the Internalolelecommunication Union (ITU)'s
Centre of Excellence for the Americas, and in gaghip with regional and subregional
organizations and the private sector, to createcal fpoint for information on human
resource development programs to foster exchanigggoomation on relevant training
programs among governments, universities, ind@sspciations and the private sector, in
order to assist countries of the Americas in meetlre growing need for trained and
competent personnel in the rapidly changing knogéeldased economy;

Take measures striving to implement thritual Recognition Agreement (MRA) for
Conformity Assessmemteveloped by CITEL without prejudice to each mavant's
sovereign right to regulate its own telecommunaraisector, and encourage discussion of
adequate standards to ensure interoperabilityXistieg and future telecommunications
networks and the timely introduction of technolagypew and existing markets, taking into
account the regulations and recommendations ofTideand other appropriate standard-
setting bodies;

Support the convening of the ITU World Summit oa thformation Society to be held in
2003, which will focus on the use of informatiorammmunications technologies for social
and economic development;

Recommend that our national bodies work within QlT&prepare guidelines on Universal
Service, based on principles to be developed b¥CEnd develop a clear definition of the
responsibilities of governments and private ergjtie

Instruct, as appropriate, our telecommunicatiortha@ities and our relevant regulatory

bodies, working within our regional and sub-regi@agencies and organizations to develop
and implement before the next Summit of the Amerig@acooperative and collaborative

program to support a connectivity agenda for theldphere;

Encourage increased competitiveness and prodyctaViall sectors through applications
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such as distance education and tele-health andgbeadttme creation of domestic activities
dedicated to the generation of Internet-based tness

Request ministries or departments responsible di@communications and appropriate
regulatory bodies to cooperate, within CITEL, iderto clarify and simplify rules governing
the provision of satellite services in our courdtyi@nd work to complete the development of
a Hemispheric Web site including each country’sinegnents and forms of application for
licensing to provide satellite-based telecommurocat services;

Promote the modernization and expansion of telecanmrations infrastructure in rural and
urban areas through timely introduction of new texbgies and services, in particular
broadband technologies, the adoption of new stalsdan telecasting, Web casting, and
Internet Protocol (IP), paying particular attentiorspectrum management, interconnection
policies, appropriate pace of development and eemesgcommunications;

Address voluntary funding for the implementatiorCoT EL's additional mandates set out in
this Plan of Action;

Transport

Recognizing that environmentally sound, safe, affidient transportation systems, including
multi-modal corridors, are essential to the quatitthe daily lives of the people of the Americas a
well as to trade in goods and services among ountdes; and reaffirming our support for the
ongoing efforts of our Ministers responsible farnsportation, through the Western Hemisphere
Transport Initiative (WHT]I), to increase the intatjon of our transportation systems and practices:

Endorse the areas for cooperation identified atMim@sters' meeting in Punta del Este,
Uruguay, in March 2001;

Promote and facilitate increased cooperation, cg@ree and information-sharing in the
transportation-related activities of the five supoas of the Hemisphere and with
multilateral organizations, with a view to furthegi the development of human and
institutional capacity and ensuring the environrakesiistainability of transportation systems
and infrastructure; to this end, request that tNeBdonomic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) continues to providedtsiable support to the WHTI;

Improve human resources development programs lyueaging exchanges of personnel
among the countries and institutions of the regemswell as the development of, and
participation in, transportation-related trainingograms and the dissemination of
information regarding these programs by way oMHeTI's Web site and by other means;

Emphasize the need to develop proper infrastruetodenigh safety standards as a principal

priority for the WHTI's work program, while recogmg the importance of human and
institutional capacity development in ensuring $héety of transportation services;
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Actively and collectively encourage internationanitime and air carriers to fully comply
with International Maritime Organization (IMO), Brnational Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), and International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEstandards of safety governing the
transport of dangerous goods including nucleaftimis and noxious substances and waste
and stress the importance of having effective liighmechanisms in place;

Actively and collectively encourage internationamime carriers, in particular cruise ships,
to comply with IMO standards in relation to the teion of the marine environment, and to
take full account of the special area status ofatitker Caribbean;

Acknowledging the concerns of some states aboutrémesport of radioactive material,
including waste, through routes close to the cazfsttates or along navigable waterways of
the Hemisphere and the potential health conseqadoceur people and the possible threat
to the marine environment, and consistent with tmaei rights and obligations in
international law; encourage and support full caemge with existing IMO and IAEA
conventions, standards and codes of practice asssghe importance of having effective
liability mechanisms in place; encourage the carsition by the IAEA and the IMO and
other competent international bodies to strengtgiitional international measures, as
necessary, which may include: the assurance ofcoatamination of the marine
environment; the recovery of radioactive matemadluding waste, in the case of accidental
release; the provision of relief, rehabilitationreconstruction, as appropriate, for affected
people in the case of an accident; and invite g@sishipping radioactive material,
including waste, to provide timely information tatpntially affected states in the
Hemisphere relating to such shipments, consistéhttie need to maintain and ensure the
safety and security of those shipments;

Instruct our Ministers of Transportation to expldiee possibility of discussing the
modernization of air services in order to meefgftwaving flow of people and goods that has
been taking place in the Hemisphere;

Energy
Recognize that in pursuing the regional integratibenergy markets, issues such as market
reform and stability, regulatory reform and trabedalization will be addressed; support and
endorse the Hemispheric Energy Initiative whiabnpotes policies and practices to advance
such integration;

8. DISASTER M ANAGEMENT

Recognizing the need to develop, implement andsustared comprehensive disaster management
strategies and programs to reduce the vulnerabilibyir populations and economies to natural and
man-made disasters and to maintain or quickly restonimum levels of consumption, income and
production at the household and community leveteénaftermath of disasters, including irregular
population settlements; acknowledging in this rdgtdre need to expand the community of
stakeholders at the regional, national and locedlteengaged in the formulation of early warning
systems, the management of risk and response mperat the event of disasters and integrated
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sustainable development strategies:

Develop the capacity to forecast, prepare for andyate the potential impacts of natural
and man-made hazards; promote vulnerability redagidopt and enforce better building
codes and standards; ensure appropriate land-aséices; inventory and evaluate the
vulnerability of critical facilities and infrastrtiere; estimate climate change variability and
sea-level rise and assess their possible impactsjrapursuit of the above, create the
requisite legal framework and establish the codperanechanisms to access and share
advances in science and technology and their aaigitin the early warning, preparedness
for and mitigation of these hazards;

Promote the exchange of information on the vulnétalof infrastructure exposed to

disasters as well as the early warning capacitgtiqodarly in the border areas of the
countries of the Americas, in order to design dpeprevention measures in the fields of
engineering and legislation with the aim of redgdine socio-economic impact of natural
disasters;

Establish or strengthen, where appropriate, paties with all relevant actors, including the
private sector, technical professional associatioagional institutions, civil society,
educational and research institutions and othetilaterral coordinating agencies such as the
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affai(© CHA), in the development and
implementation of disaster management policies prmbrams at the national and
community levels, and promote greater awarenessféective integration of these policies
and programs among national policy makers, loddaities, communities and media, and
promote the insurance and reinsurance of thelssmuibeconomic infrastructure as well as
the decentralization of information and decisiorking;

Promote the exchange of knowledge and experienegarding the combat against
inappropriate practices in the exploitation of makuesources and unsustainable patterns of
consumption, including the problems of waste mamage, which increase the vulnerability
of the people to natural disasters;

Promote the development of telecommunications fandmitarian assistance; actively
encourage greater use and interoperability oféetmsunications and other technologies and
information systems that allow the observation andnitoring of different natural
phenomena; use early warning systems such as reseot@ng imagery, Geographic
Information SystemgGIS) based data necessary to address and prewemgencies;
promote the compatibility of these systems in tleping and response to emergency
operations among governments, specialized agemelesant international organizations,
and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), andhis spirit, consider signing and
ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon asgble and as the case may be,Ttampere
Convention on the Provision of TelecommunicatiosoReces for Disaster Mitigation and
Relief Operations

Establish information networks with the involvemehthe Inter-American Committee on
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Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and other ral®vregional and international
organizations to exchange scientific and technokigknowledge and experiences;
encourage further regional and subregional acoaeduce risks and improve response to
natural disasters; promote joint research and dpwetnt technologies and contribute to
strengthen coordination of national prevention i@sponse agencies in natural disasters; to
achieve this, draw on the work of ECLAC on the ioy@ment, up-dating and
implementation of its damage assessment methodandycontinue to promote natural
disaster mitigation and risk reduction awarenesispaaparedness;

Consider the creation of a hemispheric systemr®rgntion and mitigation of disasters that
would include, among others, a specialized dataloasg¢aining the best information
available on the characteristics, experiencesngtine and weaknesses of national and
regional agencies responsible for disaster premerdind mitigation and provide a new
framework for technical cooperation and researgtediat creating a hemispheric culture of
prevention and solidarity;

Adopt and support, as appropriate, initiatives airaepromoting capacity building at all
levels, such as the transfer and development bhtdogy for prevention — risk reduction,
awareness, preparedness, mitigation — and respona&ural and other disasters, as well as
for the rehabilitation of affected areas;

Promote mechanisms that incorporate risk managesmerisk reduction methods in public
and private development investments;

Convene within a year a hemispheric meeting orstksgreparedness and mitigation with
the support of the IACNDR and the participatioraofvide range of government entities,
regional and MDBs, private entities, NGOs and tbsearch, scientific and technical
communities, to discuss and develop cooperativertsfto facilitate implementation of

Summit mandates on disaster management;

Request the IDB to undertake a feasibility studpamtnership with the OAS, the World
Bank, the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and rotledevant inter-American
organizations, as well as the private sector, oholginsurance companies, on measures to
reduce and/or pool risk in a manner that resultsesluced premiums on catastrophic
insurance, and mechanisms to facilitate contingentonstruction financing and the
immediate release of funds to resolve urgent nettlie affected country; this study would
examine the relationship between re-insurance aattbrmmal and community disaster
management capacities, as well as trends towarthdestment and job losses in those
economic sectors requiring costly catastrophicrenste coverage and the role such measures
might play in this regard; share with the privegetor experiences in the development and
application of risk management tools such as riskdfer instruments, vulnerability
assessment methodologies and risk reduction irnentor the private sector;

9. ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVEL OPMENT
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Environment and Natural Resour ces M anagement

Recognizing that the protection of the environnmaard the sustainable use of natural resources are
essential to prosperity and to the sustainabilityuww economies, as well as the quality of life and
health for present and future generations; and atteunto advancing sustainable development
throughout the Hemisphere consistent with our E3#11998 Summit of the Americas Declarations
and Plans of Action and the 1996 Santa Cruz deslagSDeclaration and Plan of Action:

Welcome the outcomes and endorse the areas of redigpeidentified at the recent
hemispheric meeting of Ministers responsible fer Bmvironment held in Montreal;

Reaffirm our commitments to implement Multilateealvironmental Agreements (MEAS) to
which we are party, including through enactmenteifiective enforcement of any necessary
domestic laws, reiterating common and differentiagsponsibilities as set forth in Principle
7 of the199Rio Declaratioron Environment and Developmemid taking into account the
needs and concerns of small developing countridsnating, in this context, the recently
concludedslobal Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutamiso stress the need to build
synergies among MEAs to enhance their effectivemeissplementation and to strengthen
international cooperation;

Support the preparatory process for the 2002 Weultimit on Sustainable Development to
review progress achieved in the implementatiorhefdutcome of the UN Conference on
Environment and Development, focusing on areas avifierther efforts are needed to
implementAgenda 2land explore ways to reinvigorate the global commaiit to sustainable
development;

Request the OAS through its General Secretariatpandination with other agencies, to
organize a meeting at the ministerial level betbeeend of 2001, to be held in Bolivia on
the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the Sabtaz de la Sierra Summit of 1996, and
present contributions to the Rio+10 Summit in 208%;0gnizing that by its nature,

sustainable development has long-term goals thatneethe countries of the Hemisphere to
act in concert in this area;

Request the United Nations Environment Program (JNiRd PAHO to support the
convening of a regional meeting between Ministesponsible for the Environment and
Ministers of Health to take stock of progress aehik to identify priority areas for renewed
emphasis and cooperative initiatives, and to eeplesays of moving forward in the
Americas and globally, with a view to contributing the 2002 World Summit on
Sustainable Development, recognizing the links betwthe environment and human health;

Resolve, as parties to thunited Nations Framework Convention on Climate Gjeo
pursue its objectives in accordance with its priovis and to address the issue of climate
change as a priority for action, working construely through international processes in
order to make the necessary progress to ensunenal smd effective response to climate
change; recognize the vulnerabilities in all ouumwies, in particular of Small Island
Developing States and low-lying coastal states, taedneed to support the conduct of
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vulnerability assessments, the development andeimghtation of adaptation strategies,
capacity building and technology transfer;

Promote the adoption, implementation and enforceéwfamational legislation, regulations,
standards and policies that provide for high leeéEnvironmental protection, recognizing
the right of each country to set its own levelgw¥ironmental protection and, to this end,
reinforce cooperative partnerships, placing paldicemphasis on achieving cleaner air,
enhancing access to safe water and sanitationcesyvand strengthening national and
regional capacities for integrated water resouncasagement and for waste management;

Consult and coordinate domestically and regionalyappropriate, with the aim of ensuring
that economic, social and environmental policiesrautually supportive and contribute to

sustainable development, building on existingatifes undertaken by relevant regional and
international organizations;

Support initiatives such as the Hemispheric Rouwtndet for Cleaner Production in
furtherance of our efforts to promote partnersi@psng government, industry and civil
society and advance, as appropriate, the Planstadmand the Global Cleaner Production
Information Network launched at the 2000 Montregkinational Pollution Prevention
Summit;

Promote and support implementation of prioritiesafction set out in thBahia Declaration
on Chemical Safetyt the national level, particularly those aimenhateasing public access
to information on toxic substances and at strengjtigecapacity in this area;

Promote improved environmental management at th@aipal level, including through
information exchange among local communities, theetbpment of environmentally sound
technology and the promotion of partnerships talifate, as appropriate, technology
transfer, capacity building, including the strerggtimg of local institutions and services, and
support for initiatives such as the World Bank @léar Initiative and IDB programs in this
area,

Advance hemispheric conservation of plants, animeatsl ecosystems through, as
appropriate: capacity building, expanding partngrstetworks and information sharing
systems, including the Inter-American Biodiversigtwork; cooperation in the fight against
illegal trade in wildlife; strengthening of coopgoa arrangements for terrestrial and marine
natural protected areas, including adjacent bopdeks and important areas for shared
species; support for regional ecosystem conservatiechanisms; the development of a
hemispheric strategy to support the conservatiomifratory wildlife throughout the
Americas, with the active engagement of civil shgiand the promotion the objectives and
the implementation of th€Eonvention on Biological Diversitgnd the UNConvention to
Combat Desertification

Promote the adoption of concrete and urgent actiom@ards the implementation of
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sustainable forest management; promote policiesgtipes, incentives and investment in
support of sustainable forest management, buildingxisting hemispheric initiatives and
cooperation, as well as support the UN Forum omsierand its program of work;

Reaffirm our commitment to advancing environmestalardship in the area of energy by
advancing policies, practices, transference of awndess to technologies, that are
economically efficient and take the environmentgpacts of energy development and use
into account; and endorse and support the workeoHemispheric Energy Initiative in this
area;

Promote the development of environmentally sounplatation and management of

minerals and metals, recognizing the importanda@ftocial and economic dimensions of
the activities of the mining sector, and suppagtilork of regional and international fora in

this area;

10. AGRICULTURE M ANAGEMENT AND RURAL DEVEL OPMENT

Recognizing the fundamental importance of agricalas a way of life for millions of rural families

of the Hemisphere as well as the role it playsiedreation of prosperity as a strategic sectouin
socio-economic system and taking note of the ingmae of developing its potential in a manner
compatible with sustainable development that wenlsure adequate treatment and attention to the
rural sector:

Promote dialogue involving government ministergjipanentarians and civil society, in
particular organizations linked to rural areas aalvas the scientific and academic
communities, with the objective of promoting mediamd long-term national strategies
toward sustainable improvement in agriculture amdldife;

Support national efforts to strengthen rural emtees, in particular small- and medium-sized
enterprises and promote, where appropriate, a derenvironment for agri-business;
encourage, in a complementary manner, the traioingmall- and medium-sized rural

entrepreneurs as well as the modernization ofitrgimstitutions in this field;

Encourage the development of markets in the Herargpfor goods obtained through the
sustainable use of natural resources;

Strive to facilitate access to markets for thosedgaderived from alternative development
programs implemented in countries engaged in thstgution of illicit crops;

Instruct the Ministers of Agriculture, during thext meeting of the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture, to promote, in cooperation with thégrAmerican Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA), joint action by all the actoos the agricultural sector to work towards the
improvement of agricultural and rural life that bles the implementation of the Plans of
Action of the Summits of the Americas;
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11. L ABOR AND EMPLOYMENT

Recognizing that employment is the most direct wayhich economic activity is linked to the
improvement of the standard of living of our citizeand that true prosperity can only be achieved if
it includes protecting and respecting basic rigiigorkers as well as promoting equal employment
opportunities and improving working conditions paople in all countries in the region, with special
attention to those in the informal sector, to pedy@longing to ethnic and religious minorities goth
vulnerable persons including women, youth, indigenonigrant workers, persons with disabilities
and persons with HIV/AIDS; and noting the importanof investing in human resource
development, of promoting employment security cetesit with economic growth and developing
mechanisms to assist workers with periods of uneynpént, as well as of strengthening cooperation
and social dialogue on labor matters among work#rsir organizations, employers and
governments:

Reaffirm the fundamental importance of the Interekiman Conference of Ministers of
Labor, welcome the progress made through its Hi&eton adopted in 1998, support the
preparatory process for the Twelfth Conferenced@12 and direct Ministers to build upon
theVifa del Mar Declaratiorwhich focused on the social dimensions of globélreand
the modernization of Labor Ministries, by collabong in the examination of the labor
dimension of the Summit of the Americas procesgyder to identify areas of agreement
and issues where further work needs to be done;

Respect the International Labor Organization (IL@9claration on the Fundamental
Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-Umlopted in 1998, adopt and implement
legislation and policies that provide for the efiee application of core labor standards as
recognized by the ILO and consider the ratificaod implementation of fundamental ILO
Conventions;

Consult and coordinate, domestically and regionallyre appropriate fora, with a view to
contributing to raising the living standards angioving the working conditions of all
people in the Americas; create a process for ingg@ollaboration and coordination on the
labor dimensions of the Summit of the Americas pssdetween Labor Ministries and other
appropriate ministries and key international insiins within the Americas that have a
critical role to play in the improvement of labamalitions, in particular the OAS, the ILO,
ECLAC, as well as the IDB and the World Bank;

Develop new mechanisms to increase the effectigenégprojects and other technical
assistance designed to build the capacity of smallenomies and their institutions to
effectively implement labor laws and standards @nfibster equality of opportunity with

respect to gender, among others, in strategiesoimgie employment, training, life-long

learning and human resource development prograthgha objective of promoting access
to more and better employment in the new economy;

Strengthen the capacity of the Ministers of Laloodévelop and implement effective labor
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and labor market policies; collaborate with empieyand labor organizations to develop and
generate information on labor markets; participatgialogue, tripartite consultations and
dispute resolution strategies; and adopt ongomatgesjies and programs as a core element for
professional development in the labor market;

Continue to work towards the elimination of chibor, and as a priority, promote the
hemispheric ratification and implementation of th® Worst Forms of Child Labor
Convention, 1999 (No. 182)vork to bring national laws, regulations and piels into
conformity with this Conventiorand take immediate action to eliminate the wonsh&of
child labor;

Promote and protect the rights of all workers,artigular those of working women, and take
action to remove structural and legal barriers ali as stereotypical attitudes to gender
equality at work, addressing, inter alia, gendaskin recruitment; working conditions;
occupational discrimination and harassment; disoaton in social protection benefits;
women’s occupational health and safety; and unecpraler opportunities and pay;

12. GROWTH WITH EQUITY

Recognizing that economic growth is fundamentalot@rcoming economic disparities and
strengthening democracy in the Hemisphere, andrtloatier to achieve sustained economic growth
and political and social stability, it is necesstryface the primary challenge that confronts the
Hemisphere - the eradication of poverty and ingquthat requires an integrated and focused
approach, which promotes better competitivenesstyegnhancing trade and more equitable access
to opportunities, taking into account the difficedt that the countries of the region face, inclgdin
those under the Heavily Indebted Poor CountrieP linitiative, in obtaining financing for their
development; and that it is necessary to take nnessitithe national and hemispheric levels in order
to create a positive environment for business, mepa the benefits of orderly migration, minimize
the effects of economic volatility and natural digss and encourage social stability and mobility i
order to promote a more equitable distributionhef benefits of economic growth:

Development Financing

Acknowledge the need for development financingludiang aid from bilateral donors and
lending from the MDBs on appropriate terms, and@oito support our Finance Ministers
and the MDBs in promoting policies to develop araintain access to international capital
markets to finance our sustainable developmenttsffoecognizing that debt servicing
constitutes a major constraint on investment fonyr@untries in the Hemisphere;

Enabling Economic Environment
Design and implement, with the cooperation of B,Ithe World Bank, other donors, as
appropriate, as well as the ILO, building uponwuek begun in regional and sub-regional

programs after the 1998 Santiago Summit of the Agasy legislation, policies and
regulations that reduce startup costs, supporttéation of new financial products for
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lower-income groups and youth, foster the develagmikcredit unions, community finance
institutions and supporting institutions such asddrbureaus and create conditions that
encourage commercial banks and other appropriaéadial institutions to broaden their
client base to include more micro, small- and medsized enterprises and strengthen the
capacities of micro, small- and medium-sized emisepdevelopment agencies;

Provide and improve where necessary, both in ramal urban areas, access to quality
information systems for micro, small- and mediuesdienterprises through the creation of
non-discriminatory mechanisms with the cooperatbthe IDB, the World Bank, other
donors, as appropriate, as well as ECLAC, and kstgrograms aimed at promoting the
use of computers and the Internet, based on pabticprivate sector partnership, to gain
greater access to information technology, to craatkt markets and to instruments designed
to assist them in all these areas;

Support and encourage, with the cooperation ofdBeand other donors as appropriate, the
formation of business incubators, associative nedsyo joint projects, national
competitiveness programs, credit unions and comgheany agreements among micro,
small- and medium-sized enterprises as part cbadar strategy allowing them to share best
practices, to improve access to information, cradd adequate marketing systems and to
break prevailing situations of isolation;

Increase access to opportunities for sustainableemeneurship, productivity and
employment among young people;

Improve, as appropriate, social safety nets andimnal and regional levels to stabilize
individual and household income and consumptiosumsh means as stabilization funds,
micro-credit schemes, crop insurance programsrgotining and training in vocational,
entrepreneurial and business skills, with the imeoient of the MDBs and development
agencies as well as non-governmental and commbaggd organizations and to establish
regional networks to share best practices and expmss;

Promote, in cooperation with the CIM, IICA, oth@paopriate inter-American institutions
and the World Bank, improved market access forddisataged entrepreneurs, particularly
women, youth, persons with disabilities, indigenaunsd rural populations, by developing
programs that generate local employment and protralaing, retraining and life-long
learning, particularly in new technologies, aneedfible services in business management,
product development, financing, production and iguabntrol, marketing and the legal
aspects of business; by establishing outreach gmogyto inform low-income and poor
populations, particularly in rural and remote areak opportunities for market and
technology access and by providing assistance,tororg, mentoring , advisory and other
support services to enable these groups to takengalye of such opportunities;

Migration
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Recognizing the positive aspects and benefitsddrty migration in countries of origin, transit and
destination as a factor contributing to economaxgh and national and regional development:

Support initiatives designed to strengthen linkagasng migrant communities abroad and
their places of origin and promote cooperative ma@dms that simplify and speed up the
transfer of migrant remittances and substantigtiuce the costs of sending them;

Support voluntary initiatives designed by commusitor individuals for the use of funds in
investment and productive projects benefittinggeeeral welfare in communities of origin;

Promote the discussion of the migration phenomeatahe hemispheric level with due
regard for its multi-dimensional nature and regiaifferences and, in so doing, consider the
inclusion of the topic of migration in discussianmstrade and economic integration;

Support programs of cooperation in immigration pohaes for cross-border labor markets
and the migration of workers, both in countriesoafiin and destination, as a means to
enhance economic growth in full cognizance of thle that cooperation in education and
training can play in mitigating any adverse conseges of the movement of human capital
from smaller and less developed states;

Strive to ensure that migrants have access to Isasial services, consistent with each
country's internal legal framework;

Create and harmonize statistical information systand foster the sharing of information
and best practices through the use of new infoomaind communications technologies,
with the aim of promoting the modernization of naigon management;

Enhancing Social Stability and Mobility

Continue and deepen progress toward implementatithe agenda for improving property
registration established at the 1998 Santiago Stiminthe Americas with particular
emphasis on regularizing informal property rigiisaccordance with national legislation, to
ensure that all valid property rights are forma#igognized, that disputes are resolved, and
that modern legal frameworks to legitimize propadgords and encourage marketable
property titles are adopted; and that these actimisde the formulation of institutional,
political and regulatory reforms that would faatié the use of property registration as a
mechanism to enable property owners to accesst@ediallow commercial banks and
MDBs to expand their customer base among lowernmcectors; promote greater
cooperation and exchange of information and tedgylo modernize the systems of
registry and cadastre in the Hemisphere, and asgoiest multilateral and bilateral
cooperation institutions to continue supporting atengthening, in a complementary
manner, their financial and technical assistanognams;

Support, in cooperation with ECLAC and the WorlthBaresearch at the hemispheric level
to generate disaggregated data on the differentgct of economic policies and processes
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on women and men, rural and urban populationsgemius and non-indigenous, and
communities of high or low social mobility, andtheir respective participation in economic
growth;

Promote recognition of the social and economic ridmuntion made by the unpaid work
performed by women predominantly in the home, ansier providing innovative social
safety nets in conformity with national law;

Promote greater recognition of the economic coutidm of women's activities in the
subsistence and informal sectors and provide, girdioe international and regional MDBs
and the donor community, necessary assistance rtoncaities participating in such
activities, giving greater awareness at the natiewal to gender issues in macro-economic
planning and policy-making;

Cooperate and promote dialogue on forced displantmeared toward the improvement of
the attention given to populations displaced byenoe, taking into account the problems
that these populations face; and harmonize natlegalation in accordance with rules and
standards of international humanitarian law, incigdhe Geneva Conventiai 1951;

Invite the IACHR and its Special Rapporteur oniinédly Displaced Persons to continue to
monitor and report on situations of forced disphaeat with a view to promoting durable
solutions aimed at addressing the root causescf glienomena;

13. EDUCATION

Recognizing that education is the key to strengtigelemocratic institutions, promoting the
development of human potential, equality and urtdadsng among our peoples, as well as
sustaining economic growth and reducing povertyhgr recognizing that to achieve these ends, it
is essential that quality education is availablaltpincluding girls and women, rural inhabitants,
persons with disabilities, indigenous, and persbefonging to minorities; reaffirming the
commitments made at previous Summits to promotpriheiples of equity, quality, relevance and
efficiency at all levels of the education systend amsure, by 2010, universal access to and
completion of quality primary education for all hien and to quality secondary education for at
least 75 percent of young people, with increasmadggtion rates and lifelong learning opportunities
for the general population; and also reaffirming tommitment to eliminate gender disparities in
primary and secondary education by 2005:

Entrust the OAS to organize, within the framewofktlee Inter-American Council for
Integral Development (CIDI), a meeting of MinistefsEducation in Uruguay, to be held
before the end of 2001, with a mandate to:

- identify and set up appropriate hemispheric rma@ms to ensure the
implementation of the education initiatives in tRian of Action and to continue to
promote actions on priorities identified in prevdoB8ummits based on a careful
evaluation of our collective achievements in thisaa
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- establish time lines and benchmarks for follgvan the implementation of our
commitments in education;

- establish, in light of the fundamental importaimé mobilizing resources to support
sustained investment in education at all levet®aperative mechanism to promote
the development of productive partnerships amomgigunents and with regional
and international organizations and the MDBS;

- promote the participation of and dialogue witlevant civil society organizations to
strengthen partnerships between the public sextbother sectors of our societies in
implementing this Plan of Action;

Formulate and implement policies, within the frarmekvof a strategy for resolving social
inequalities, to promote access to quality basiecation for all, including early childhood
and adult education, particularly to promote litgravhile providing for alternative methods
that meet the needs of disadvantaged segments pbfiulation or of those excluded from
formal education systems, in particular girls, mities, indigenous, and children with
special education needs; share information andess@ad experiences in encouraging
educational participation and addressing studeentien within certain groups, especially
boys -in particular in the Caribbean countries esddrop-out rate at the secondary level is
high in certain regions;

Support and promote lifelong learning by:

- offering varied curricula based on the developnoérskills, knowledge, civic and
democratic values;

- providing flexible service delivery mechanisnmgluding the use of information and
communications technologies, to foster employapipersonal growth and social
commitment; and

- certifying skills acquired on the job;

Strengthen education systems by:

- encouraging the participation of all sectorsasfisty in order to obtain a consensus
on policies that are viable and that guaranteeathyaropriate and continuous

distribution of resources;

- decentralizing their decision-making and promgtime participation of civil society,
especially parents; and

- promoting transparent school management in tkedst of securing an adequate and
stable allocation of resources so that educatiosgtutions can play a leading role

30/43



as agents for change;
Enhance the performance of teachers by:
- improving their conditions of service; and

- raising the profile of the profession by proviginin addition to solid initial
preparation, opportunities for ongoing professiatetelopment, and by designing
accessible, flexible, dynamic and relevant trainstigitegies using, among other
means, new information and communications technesog

Support ongoing regional projects for comparabticators and educational assessment
resulting from the Santiago Summit, including caagien initiatives based on performance
assessment programs regarding educational processksachievement, taking into
consideration studies in pedagogy and assessmantiges previously developed by
countries; develop comparable indicators to agbesservices provided by each country to
people with special education needs and promotextlieange of information on policies,
strategies and best practices in the Americas;

Strive to ensure that secondary education is mespansive to evolving labor market

requirements by promoting the diversification adgmams and experimentation with new,
more flexible teaching methods with emphasis oarsm and technology, including the use
of new information and communications technologaes] by supporting the establishment
of mechanisms for the recognition and certificatafnacquired skills; and to this end,

promote the exchange of information and best prestand support cooperation projects;
Promote more effective dialogue between societyiastttutions of higher education, and

facilitate access for all to these institutionslalancing growing demand with higher quality
standards and public funding with greater commitinfesm the private sector; support

hemispheric cooperation for research in sciencetecithology aimed at the solution of

specific problems in the region and the transfeanaiwledge;

Support the mobility, between countries of the Hghere, of students, teachers and
administrators at institutions of higher educatm of teachers and administrators at the
elementary and secondary levels, in order to pestvidm with new opportunities to take part
in the new knowledge-based society, to increase kmowledge of other cultures and
languages, and to enable them to access informatipost-secondary studies and learning
opportunities offered across the Hemisphere, thraugw or existing hemispheric networks,
such as the educational Web site set up after amtiggjo Summit; continue to support
initiatives in this field such as those carried bythe IDB and the OAS;

Promote access by teachers, students and adntmistréeo new information and
communications technologies applied to educatibrgugh training geared toward new
teaching approaches, support for development eforks and sustained strengthening of
information clearinghouses, in order to reducekhewledge gap and the digital divide
within and between societies in the Hemisphere;
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Science and Technology

Promote the popularization of science and techiyolegessary to advance the establishment
and consolidation of a scientific culture in thgiom; and stimulate the development of
science and technology for regional connectivitgtigh information and communications
technologies essential for building knowledge-basmteties;

Support the development of high-level human cafitathe development of science and
technology research and innovation that would eragmi the strengthening of the
agricultural, industrial, commercial and businesstars as well as the sustainability of the
environment;

Promote, with the support of existing cooperatioechanisms, the development of the
regional program of science and technology indisato

Endeavor to implement and follow up on the scientdnd technological activities
mentioned above, counting on the support of hemeisp cooperation and coordination
mechanisms related to this field,;

14. HEALTH

Recognizing - further to the commitments made at Miami and Santiago Summits and in
accordance with agreed-upon international developig@als in the areas of maternal, infant, child
and reproductive health - that good physical andtaiénealth is essential for a productive and
fulfilling life, and that equitable access to qtyalhealth services is a critical element in the
development of democratic societies, and for tlabikty and prosperity of nations; that the
enjoyment of the highest standard of health isafrike fundamental rights of every human being
without distinction of race, religion, political lbef, economic or social condition, as set forttiha
Constitutionof the World Health Organizatigrthat gender equality and concern for indigenous
peoples, children, the elderly and under-servediggomust be of paramount concern in the
development of health policy; that health outcormesaffected by physical, social, economic and
political factors and that the technical cooperatibthe Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
and other relevant international organizations khaontinue to support health actions in the
Hemisphere, in a manner consistent withShared Agenda for Health in the Amerisigned by
PAHO, the IDB, and the World Bank:

Health Sector Reform

Reaffirm their commitment to an equity-orientedliieaector reform process, emphasizing
their concerns for essential public health fundiagquality of care, equal access to health
services and health coverage, especially in thdsfief disease prevention and health
promotion, and improving the use of resources ashdimistration of health services;
promote the continued use of scientifically valethtagreed-upon, common indicators for
assessing effectiveness, equity and efficiencyeafth systems;
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Strengthen and promote development of domestidatds of practice, accreditation and
licensing procedures, codes of ethics, and educati training programs for health
personnel; improve the mix of health personnehagrovision of health services to better
respond to national health priorities;

Intensifyefforts and share and promote best practices to:
reduce maternal and infant morbidity and mostalit

provide quality reproductive health care and isess/ for women, men and
adolescents; and

carry out commitments made at the Cairo IntesnatiConference on Population and
Development and its five-year follow-up in New Yoprk

Develop processes to evaluate the efficacy ofratere health practices and medicinal
products to ensure public safety and share thiergsxpce and knowledge with other
countries in the Americas;

Communicable Diseases

Commit, at the highest level, to combat HIV/AIDSJdts consequences, recognizing that
this disease is a major threat to the securityusfpeople; in particular seek to increase
resources for prevention, education and accesar®and treatment as well as research;
adopt a multi-sectoral and gender sensitive appré@acducation, to prevention and to
controlling the spread of HIV/AIDS and Sexually msmitted Diseases (STDs) by
developing participatory programs especially wittphhrisk populations, and by fostering
partnerships with civil society including the masedia, the business sector and voluntary
organizations; promote the use of ongoing horizantchanisms of cooperation to secure
the safety of blood; increase national accesseatrirent of HIV/AIDS-related illnesses
through measures striving to ensure the provisimh @&fordability of drugs, including
reliable distribution and delivery systems and appate financing mechanisms consistent
with national laws and international agreementsded to; continue dialogue with the
pharmaceutical industry and the private sectoreimegal to encourage the availability of
affordable antiretrovirals and other drugs for DS treatment, and promote strategies to
facilitate the sharing of drug pricing informatimeluding, where appropriate, that available
in national data banks; promote and protect thedmnghts of all persons living with
HIV/AIDS, without gender or age discrimination; li#ze the June 2001 UN General
Assembly Special Session on AIDS as a platformeteegate support for hemispheric and
national HIV/AIDS programs;

Enhance programs at the hemispheric, nationalauad levels to prevent, control and treat
communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, demgl&ia and Chagas;

Promote healthy childhood development through: sencare, expanded immunization
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programs, control of respiratory and diarrheal @ss by conducting programs such as the
Integrated Management of Childhood llinesses, hesltication, physical fithess, access to
safe and nutritious foods, and the promotion oéabirdeeding;

Non-Communicable Diseases

Implement community-based health care, preventmh @omotion programs to reduce

health risks and non-communicable diseases sucard®vascular disease and including
hypertension, cancer, diabetes, mental illnessfisa®the impact of violence and accidents
on health;

Participate actively in the negotiation of a prag$ramework Convention on Tobacco
Control; develop and adopt policies and programetiuce the consumption of tobacco
products, especially as it affects children; sheest practices and lessons learned in the
development of programs designed to raise publaremess, particularly for adolescents,
about the health risks associated with tobaccohalcand drugs;

Connectivity

Provide sound, scientific and technical informatmhealth workers and the public, utilizing
innovations such as the Virtual Health Library loé tAmericas; encourage the use of tele-
health as a means to connect remote populationstamiovide health services and
information to under-served groups, as a complemaghe provision of existing health care
services;

15. GENDER EQUALITY

Recognizing that women's empowerment, their fudl@qual participation in the development of our
societies, and their equal opportunities to exertgadership are all central to the reduction of
poverty, the promotion of economic and social peoisp people-centered sustainable development,
consolidation of democracy and conflict resoluteomd the development of equal partnerships
between women and men; further recognizing thageth@inciples are the basis for promoting
gender equality and women's human rights in therikrag and working towards the elimination of
the full range of inequalities:

Endorse thdnter-American Program on the Promotion of Womeétiisnan Rights and
Gender Equity and Equalitgpproved at the First Meeting of Ministers or lué Highest
Ranking Authorities Responsible for the AdvancenogéiYomen, held in April 2000, by the
CIM; endorse as well thRegional Programme of Action for the Women in LAtnerica
and the Caribbean 1995-206@d the further actions and initiatives adoptddailwenty-
Third Special Session of the UN General Assembgijjiigy +5) to implement thBeijing
Declaration and its Platform for Action and integrate a gender perspective into the
programs, actions and agendas of national anchatienal events, to ensure that women's
experiences and gender equality are an integradmbion of the design, implementation and
evaluation of government and inter-American poaad programs in all spheres;
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Strengthen national machineries and other goverhnbewlies responsible for the
advancement of women and for the promotion anceptian of the human rights of women;
provide them with the necessary human and finanesalurces, including through exploring
innovative funding schemes so that gender is iategrinto all policies, programs and
projects; and support both the fundamental rolewloanen's organizations have played and
will continue to play in advancing gender equadityl the joint efforts between governments
and the private sector which contribute to respadtunderstanding of the human rights of
women;

Promote gender equity and equality and women's hunghts by strengthening and
fostering women's full and equal participation iolifical life in their countries and in
decision-making at all levels;

Reinforce the role of the CIM as the technical advto the Summit Implementation Review
Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity anakty and recognize the importance of
the CIM in follow-up to relevant Summit recommendas; provide for an appropriate level
of resources to the CIM to carry out its role asphincipal hemispheric policy-generating
forum for the advancement of the human rights ahen and particularly of gender equality;
promote the support and participation of the IDig&e ¥World Bank and ECLAC in the
implementation of and follow-up to this Plan of Asct;

Promote the use of information and communicatiealriologies as a mechanism to address
inequalities between men and women and ensure wsraguality of access to these new
technologies and to the requisite training; to @nd, ensure that government connectivity
programs and programming at local, national andoreg levels, integrate a gender
perspective representative of the diversity of womathin various groups, including
indigenous peoples and rural and ethnic minorities;

Strengthen systems for collecting and processatgsttal data disaggregated by sex, and
adopt the use of gender indicators that will ctmitie to a baseline analysis of the status of
women and to the implementation of public poli@ethe national and regional levels, and

that make it possible to improve the monitoring assessment of regional and international
agreements;

16. INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Recognizing that the unique cultures, histories dachographic, socio-economic and political
circumstances of indigenous peoples (as the teaxpkined in the section of this Plan of Action
entitled “Human Rights and Fundamental Freedonmsthé Americas necessitate special measures
to assist them in reaching their full human potdnénd that their inclusion throughout our soeketi
and institutions is a valuable element in the cardus strengthening, not only of human rights in
our hemispheric community, but also, more broadif,our democracies, economies and
civilizations; noting that although progress hasrbmade, it is necessary to strengthen participatio
of indigenous peoples, communities, and organiaafim promote an open and continuous dialogue
between them and governments, and to continue ddk wogether to ensure effective
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implementation of the relevant mandates in thei§gotSummit Plan of Action:

Make their best efforts, in accordance with natiéegislation, to encourage donor agencies,
the private sector, other governments, regionaliatetnational organizations as well as
MDBs to support hemispheric and national confersrnicerder to exchange experiences
among indigenous peoples and their organizations\glementing activities to promote
their sustainable cultural, economic and sociakttgyment, and in such other areas as may
be identified by indigenous peoples;

Acknowledge the value that the world views, usestams and traditions of indigenous

peoples can make to policies and programs relatdtetmanagement of lands and natural
resources, sustainable development and biodivemsityhis basis, develop corresponding
strategies and methods to consider and respecgfeindiis peoples' cultural practices and
protect their traditional knowledge in accordangthwhe principles and objectives of the

Convention on Biological Diversity

Increase the availability and accessibility of eatianal services in consultation with
indigenous peoples, especially women, childrenyadh, in accordance with their values,
customs, traditions and organizational structubsspromoting linguistic and cultural
diversity in education and training programs fatigenous communities; promote national
and regional strategies for indigenous women, ofsiicand youth; similarly, encourage
international exchange programs and public andapgissector internships in order to
promote equal opportunity, raise the average seleaving age, maximize individual and
collective achievement, and promote lifelong leagrfior all indigenous people;

Promote and accommodate, as appropriate, the ylarticultural, linguistic and
developmental needs of indigenous peoples, in urash rural contexts, into the
development and implementation of educational atites and strategies, with special
attention to building institutional capacity, coctieity and linkages, including through
national focal points, with other indigenous pespéthe Hemisphere;

Promote and enhance, in all sectors of society,eapdcially in the area of education, the
understanding of the contribution made by indigenpaoples in shaping the national
identity of the countries in which they live;

Develop strategies, measures, and mechanisms aireaduring the effective participation

of indigenous peoples in the design, implementaimhevaluation of comprehensive health
plans, policies, systems and programs that recegthie value of developing holistic

communities that take into consideration cultuetpnomic and social realities and
circumstances;

Support théHealth of Indigenous Peoples Initiative, promotgdPBHO, in assisting states

and in consultation with indigenous peoples, taorfalate integrated public policies and
health systems that foster the health of indigemp&aples, in designing and implementing
inter-cultural frameworks and models of care spedlify aimed at addressing the health
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needs and priorities of these peoples, and in impganformation collection, analysis and
dissemination on the health and social conditidiisese peoples, with particular emphasis
on children;

Reduce the digital, communications and informagjaps between the national average and
indigenous peoples and communities, through reles@mnectivity and communications
programs and projects that provide services irfidies of political, economic and social
development, including the use of indigenous pejpitormation networks;

Promote the collection and publication of natiostatistics to generate information on the
ethnic composition and socio-economic charactesstf indigenous populations in order to
define and evaluate the most appropriate policesltiress needs;

Support the process of reform of the Inter-Ameritadian Institute, based on extensive
consultations among states and indigenous peopthe lemisphere, and further develop
processes to ensure broad and full participatiomdigenous peoples throughout the
inter-American system, including in the discussionsheProposed American Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

17. CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Recognizing that respect for and value of cultaliakrsity contribute to social and economic
dynamism, and are positive factors in the promotibgood governance, social cohesion, human
development, human rights and peaceful co-existentiee Hemisphere, and that the effects of
globalization offer great possibilities for the protion of cultural diversity, but also raise conter
about the ability of some communities to exprestageaspects of their cultural identity; further
recognizing the unique role of cultural propertyhe strengthening of geographic, social, historic
and anthropological bonds within societies; ackmalging the need to strengthen strategies to
prevent the illicit trafficking in cultural propgrtwhich is detrimental to the preservation of the
collective memory and cultural heritage of socetand threatens the cultural diversity of the
Hemisphere; and bearing in mind that the GenerséAbly of the UN declared the year 2001 as the
Year of Dialogue Among Civilizations;

Enhance partnerships and exchanges of informatiweiuding through the use of

information and communications technologies, bydimg a series of seminars among
experts, government officials and representatifesvd society on the importance of the

linguistic and cultural diversity of the Hemisphet® promote a better acceptance,
understanding, appreciation and respect amongebglgs of the region;

Encourage the convocation of a meeting at the teing or highest appropriate level, with

the support of the CIDI, to discuss cultural divgraiith a view to deepening hemispheric
cooperation on this issue;
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Create an environment to foster awareness and stadding of cultural and linguistic
diversity of countries in the Americas, throughaaiety of means, including the use of new
communications technologies as well as the Intersapport, by means of broad
collaboration, new media projects which promoteemgultural dialogue through the
production and distribution of cultural producteated for television, film, the recording
industry, the publishing industry and the electcomiedia; enrich the diversity of cultural
content of these industries, inter alia throughgheservation and restoration of cultural
property and through the return of illegally acqdicultural property in accordance with our
international obligations;

Promote social cohesion, mutual respect and denwedapby:
recognizing the contribution of physical educatmd fair, drug-free sport; and

supporting initiatives which: preserve and enlkearaditional and indigenous sport,
strengthen the role of women in sport, and incregg®rtunities for children and
youth, persons with disabilities and minoritiepéaticipate in and benefit from sport
and other physical activities;

Commit to active cooperation among diverse insthg, at both the national and
international levels, to eradicate the illicit frafin cultural property further to the 1970
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultugaiganization (UNESCQO) Convention on
the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicthport, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Propertyalso, promote joint action with civil society orgaations

to implement and support policies, plans and progréhat will strengthen and promote
research, recovery, study, conservation, maintenaastoration, access to and appreciation
of cultural heritage and cultural property throyghbper care, preservation and use;

18. CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Recognizing that promoting the rights of childred ¢heir development, protection and participation
is essential to ensure that they reach their btk ptial; further recognizing the effectiveness ted
need for intervention centered on protection agaissrimination, inequity, abuse, exploitation and
violence, especially of the most vulnerable andihgknto account a gender perspective; asserting
the importance of the cooperation endorsed até&mehiTSummit of Ibero-American Heads of States
and Governments in Panama, as well as the signifoggportunity for progress for children in 2001
in the context of the Inter-American Year of thal@land the Adolescent and the goals adopted at
the 1990 World Summit for Children; and recognizing vital contribution of th€onvention of the
Rights of the Childh the promotion and protection of children's tggland the work undertaken by
the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI):

Implement and support the commitments containéteiAgenda for War-Affected Children

agreed to by 132 states at the International Center on War-Affected Children held in
Winnipeg, Canada, in September 2000, includingefosfj the active participation of
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children and adolescents in policy, dialogue amdjamming for children and adolescents
affected by armed conflict and also encouragingeitablishment of a network for them;
consider additional ways to monitor, report on audocate the protection, rights and
welfare of children affected by armed conflict etHemisphere in conjunction with the
IACHR's Rapporteur for Children's Rights;

Promote actions to establish, strengthen and imgarpublic policies to ensure the
well-being and integral development of children addlescents, and promote the convening
of conferences, seminars and other national orilateltal activities dedicated to children
and adolescents, especially throughout 2001 indheext of the Inter-American Year of the
Child and the Adolescent;

Ensure that every child in conflict with the lawtieated in a manner consistent with his/her
best interests, in accordance with our obligatiomder theConvention on the Rights of the
Child andother relevant international human rights instrutegincluding thénternational
Covenant on Civil and Political Rightbgar in mind th&nited Nations Standard Minimum
Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justiaed provide training opportunities, as
appropriate, including gender-sensitivity and humghts instruction, to those involved in
the administration of justice;

Identify, share and promote best practices andoggpes, particularly community-based
approaches aimed at supporting families, meetiagéeds of children and adolescents at
risk and protecting them from physical or mentals®) injury or violence, discrimination,
neglect, maltreatment, and exploitation, includiagual abuse, commercial exploitation and
the worst forms of child labor as expressed in IC@vention 182; in accordance with
national legislation, develop national policies anddels for rehabilitation or judicial
systems for minors, incorporating initiatives famee prevention, safeguarding the due
process of law, and allowing access to institutiand programs for rehabilitation and
reintegration of child and adolescent offenders sdciety and their families;

Endorse and seek cooperative means to advance¢bmmendations contained in the
Kingston Consensu the Fifth Ministerial Meeting on Children and&al Policy, held in
Jamaica in October 2000, which represents the megmontribution to th&N Special
Session for Childreto be held in September 2001;

Encourage cooperation to reduce cases of intematbduction of children by one of their
parents; consider signing and ratifying, ratifyingacceding to, as soon as possible and as
the case may belhe Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on Civipests of
International Child AbductionThe Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Proteation
Children and Co-operation in respect of Inter-cayntAdoption and the 1989
Inter-American Convention on the International Retaf Children and comply with their
obligations under these Conventions in order togmeand remedy cases of international
parental child abduction;

In order to protect and promote children's riglisyelop and implement inter-sectoral
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policies and programs, which may include the preomodf civil registration of all children,
and allocate appropriate resources to undertake tasks; establish and support cooperation
amongst states as well as with civil society andingp people to ensure effective
implementation and monitoring of children’s riglmsjuding country-appropriate indicators
of the health, development, and well-being of afeitd and through sharing best practices on
reporting through national reports by States PatbeheConvention on the Rights of the
Child;

Promote consultation, participation and represemtadf young people in all matters
affecting them by providing access to reliable infation and opportunities for them to
express their views and contribute to discussiofecal, national, regional and international
fora and events;

Reinforce the role of PAHO, the IACI, and the IACIdRtechnical advisors to the SIRG, on

all aspects of children's issues, and recognizeirtiportance of these institutions in
follow-up of relevant Summit recommendations.
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FoLLow UPTO THE PLAN OF ACTION

On the occasion of our third meeting, in Quebeyg, @it underscore the need to deepen and broaden
our cooperation to meet the needs and provideh®raspirations of citizens. To achieve these
objectives, it is fundamental that we effectivehplement the commitments we have made. To this
end:

We recognize the primary role of governments initmglementation of the Plan of Action.

We welcome and encourage the extensive sectorpbcaiion that exists at the ministerial level in
various sectors, which form the building blocks hfmispheric cooperation. We direct our
respective Ministers to continue to support thelementation of the mandates contained within this
Plan of Action and to report on progress.

Summit Management

We continue to support the SIRG as the primary pbadgountable through Foreign Ministers, for
the monitoring of implementation of Summit mandates

With the objective of strengthening hemispheridusion in the Summit of the Americas process,
we agree to the formation of a regionally represtarg Executive Council of the SIRG, with a
permanent Steering Committee composed of pasermuaind future Summit hosts. The Executive
Council shall serve:

- to assess, strengthen and support follow-up ofiria initiatives, with the OAS
serving as the technical secretariat and institalicnemory of the Summit process;

- to maximize coherence between the Summit of tmercas process and mandates
and subregional Summit processes;

- to deepen partnerships and coordination betwhenSummit of the Americas
process and its partner institutions (OAS, PAHOAIIIDB, ECLAC, and the World
Bank), including examination of the suitabilityredw relationships with subregional
MDBs; and

- to advance greater engagement and partnershipsubregional foundations, and
with civil society groups, including business ahd voluntary sector, in the support
of Summit mandates.

The Steering Committee shall assist the SummitGhaireparing for future Summits, including
preparations for SIRG meetings.
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I mplementation and Financing

We underscore the need for ongoing dialogue anddowation in the inter-American system to
ensure the effective and efficient implementatib&wmmit mandates. We welcome the engagement
of the institutional partners (OAS, PAHO, IICA, IDBCLAC and the World Bank) in all stages of
the Summit of the Americas process and endorse:

- regular dialogue between the SIRG and the parisgtutions to ensure coordination
in the planning, financing and implementation ofrinit mandates;

- participation of the Heads of the partner insigiois at future ministerial-level
meetings of the SIRG; and

- the strengthening of collaboration and greateharges of information and expertise
among MDBs, inter-American organizations and nai@gencies, with a view to
encouraging effective use of their resources, dpihg effectiveness of program
delivery, avoiding unnecessary overlap and dupboain existing mandates,
maximizing funding opportunities for beneficiar@sd ensuring consistency in the
implementation of the Summit initiatives aimed dva@ncing greater social equity.

We recognize the essential role of the MDBs andlifugy agencies in mobilizing expertise and
resources in support of the social and economilsgdahe Plan of Action. We direct our Ministers,
working with the SIRG, to explore with the partmestitutions, the ongoing financial support of
initiatives, and encourage:

- our national representatives on the Boards ofehestitutions to promote the
development of programs supportive of the Summsitaial and economic goals;

- efforts of the IDB and the World Bank to provieepertise and mobilize resources
for initiatives consistent with priority areas abgramming;

- active pursuit of improved communication and caation between National
Coordinators and Executive Directors of the IDB #mel World Bank, including a
meeting between the SIRG and Executive Directodidouss implementation of
Summit mandates;

- the strengthening of relationships at the natitavel among government ministries
and agencies responsible for the implementatiduoimit mandates, the IDB and
the World Bank, to ensure greater exchange in ldr@npng and implementation of
Summit mandates;

- Western Hemisphere Finance Ministers to incréasie engagement in and support
of the overall Summit of the Americas agenda, lath respect to their position as
Finance Ministers, and as applicable, as Goveroiotise MDBsS; we instruct our
Finance Ministers to give consideration to theldislament of financial mechanisms
to support the Summit initiatives; and

- Efforts of the Inter-American Agency for Coopéoatand Development (IACD) to
secure financing from both traditional and newrses, including new partnerships
with the private sector, and its efforts to have gloals of the Summit inform the
development of its Strategic Plan 2002-2005.
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We recognize the central role of the OAS in suppgrthe Summit of the Americas process and the
function that the OAS Special Committee on Intergkitan Summits Management (CEGCI) fulfills
in coordinating the efforts of the OAS in this rejand in serving as a forum for civil society to
contribute to the Summit of the Americas process.

We instruct Foreign Ministers at the next Genersdémbly of the OAS in San Jose, Costa Rica, to
strengthen and reform, where appropriate, thettgtnal mechanisms and financial capacity of the
General Secretariat of the Organization to sugherSummit of the Americas process, as technical
secretariat, and to provide support to ministegiadl sectoral meetings relevant to the OAS. In
addition, we instruct the creation of a specifinduo finance the activities to support the SIRG.

We further support consideration by the OAS, oih&r-American organizations and national
governments, of ways in which civil society cantritoute to the monitoring and implementation of
Summit mandates, for recommendation to the SIR@edsas further development of mechanisms
and information systems to ensure the disseminafiorfiormation on the Summit of the Americas
process and the commitments assumed by governments.
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