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Supporters of  the 
AmericasBarometer



LAPOP Central at Vanderbilt
Unites a Consortium of  Partners across the 

Americas



LAPOP at VanderbiltLAPOP at Vanderbilt



LAPOP: The Early Years

In the 1970s In the 1990s



The 
AmericasBarometer

2004 2012

2012: 
26 countries 

41,632 interviews
(min. 1,500/country, 
with margins of error 

+/- 2.5%)

2004-2012: 178,864 Interviews



The AmericasBarometer 
Data Base

• The only household survey of  
the hemisphere that includes 
North America, Central 
America, South America and 
key nations in the Caribbean

• Minimum sample sizes of  
1,500 per country

• Truly nationally representative, 
urban centers & rural areas

• Face-to-face interviews 
conducted in 13 languages

• Extensive, year-long pretests: 
1,116 versions for 2012 round 

2004-2012: 178,864 Interviews



2012
Sample Sizes 

and Confidence 
Intervals 

(national level)

Country Sample 
Size Sampling Error

Mexico/ Central America
Mexico 1,560 ±2.5%
Guatemala 1,509 ±2.5%
El Salvador 1,497 ±2.5%
Honduras 1,728 ±2.4%
Nicaragua 1,686 ±2.4%
Costa Rica 1,498 ±2.5%
Panama 1,620 ±2.4%

Andean/Southern Cone
Colombia 1,512 ±2.5%
Ecuador 1,500 ±2.5%
Peru 1,500 ±2.5%
Bolivia 3,029 ±1.8%
Paraguay 1,510 ±2.5%
Chile 1,571 ±2.5%
Uruguay 1,512 ±2.5%
Brazil 1,500 ±2.5%
Venezuela 1,500 ±2.5%
Argentina 1,512 ±2.5%

Caribbean
Belize 1,512 ±2.5%

Dominican Republic 1,512 ±2.5%

Guyana 1,529 ±2.5%
Haiti 1,836 ±2.3%
Jamaica 1,500 ±2.5%
Suriname 1,492 ±2.5%

Trinidad & Tobago 1,506 ±2.5%

United States and Canada
Canada 1,501 ±2.5%
United States 1,500 ±2.5%

Total 41,632

*Confidence intervals based on unweighted sample sizes. For cross-
national analysis purposes, LAPOP weights each sample to 1,500.



Pretesting in Guyana

The only regional survey using  
handheld computers, with 
software developed  by academic 
partners in Costa Rica and Bolivia:

• Reduces data entry errors

• Allows for multiple languages

• Easily customized 

• Permits embedded experiments



The app rapidly is capable of changing the language of 
the question in midstream: illustration of switch from 

Spanish to Quechua



Country ReportsRegional Reports

Free Reports Available Online



Free Access to Online Data Analysis Program in 
Beginner and Expert Modes

www.LapopSurveys.org



World-Wide Free access: December 1, 2012

www.LapopSurveys.org



AmericasBarometer 2004-2012 SPSS and 
Stata Data Files now online

www.LapopSurveys.org

World-wide free 
access made 
possible by 

support from the 
Tinker 

Foundation



DEMOCRATIC VALUES IN 
THE AMERICAS

Citizen Views on the Principles of
The Inter‐American 
Democratic Charter

DEMOCRATIC VALUES IN 
THE AMERICAS

Citizen Views on the Principles of
The Inter‐American 
Democratic Charter



“The peoples of the Americas have a 
right to democracy and their 

governments have an obligation to 
promote and defend it.”

IADC – Art. 1

“The peoples of the Americas have a 
right to democracy and their 

governments have an obligation to 
promote and defend it.”

IADC – Art. 1



N3. To what extent 
would you say the 

current administration 
promotes and protects 
democratic principles?

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 –
100 scale)
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Source: © AmericasBarometer by LAPOP, 2012; v50; n3

10 out of  the 25 countries 
surveyed fall on the 

agreement side of  their 
administration promoting 

democratic principles



“Essential elements of representative 
democracy include, inter alia, respect 
for human rights and fundamental 

freedoms…”

IADC – Art. 3

“Essential elements of representative 
democracy include, inter alia, respect 
for human rights and fundamental 

freedoms…”

IADC – Art. 3



Only in 5 countries does 
the average citizen score 
on the negative end of  the 

continuum

B3MILX. To what extent 
do you believe that the 

[nationality] Armed 
Forces respect 

[nationality’s] human 
rights nowadays? 

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  
to 0 – 100 scale)

45.6

47.8

48.0

48.4

48.7

51.4

51.5

53.7

54.6

56.5

56.8

58.7

60.4

61.0

63.1

65.9

65.9

66.4

67.5

67.6

69.8

71.6

75.5

Jamaica

Panama

Trinidad & Tobago

Honduras

Bolivia

Peru

Guyana

Paraguay

Argentina

Dom. Rep.

Guatemala

Colombia

Suriname

Venezuela

Chile

Uruguay

Ecuador

Mexico

Belize

El Salvador

Brazil

United States

Nicaragua

0 20 40 60 80

Armed Forces Respect Human Rights
95% Confidence Interval (Design-Effects Based)

Source: © AmericasBarometer by LAPOP  2012; v50; b3milx



Political Tolerance: “respect for freedoms”

D1. There are people who only say bad things 
about the (country) form of  government, not just 
the incumbent government but the system of  
government. How strongly do you approve or 
disapprove of  such people’s right to vote?

D2. How strongly do you approve or disapprove 
that such people be allowed to conduct peaceful 
demonstrations in order to express their views?

D3. Still thinking of  those who only say bad things 
about the (country) form of  government, how 
strongly do you approve or disapprove of  such 
people being permitted to run for public office? 

D4. How strongly do you approve or disapprove of  
such people appearing on television to make 
speeches?

Strongly 
approve 10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

Strongly
disapprove

1



Index of  Political Tolerance:

D1. There are people who only say 
bad things about the (country) form 
of  government, not just the 
incumbent government but the 
system of  government. How 
strongly do you approve or 
disapprove of  such people’s right to 
vote?

D2. How strongly do you approve or 
disapprove that such people be 
allowed to conduct peaceful 
demonstrations in order to express 
their views?

D3. Still thinking of  those who only 
say bad things about the (country) 
form of  government, how strongly 
do you approve or disapprove of  
such people being permitted to run 
for public office? 

D4. How strongly do you approve or 
disapprove of  such people 
appearing on television to make 
speeches?
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“The effective exercise of 
representative democracy is the basis 

for the rule of law…”

IADC – Art. 2

“The effective exercise of 
representative democracy is the basis 

for the rule of law…”

IADC – Art. 2



“…access to and the exercise of 
power in accordance with the rule 

of law…”

IADC – Art. 3

“…access to and the exercise of 
power in accordance with the rule 

of law…”

IADC – Art. 3



AOJ8. In order to catch 
criminals, do you 
believe that the 

authorities should 
always abide by the law 
or that occasionally they 

can cross the line? 

53.3%

54.8%

55.5%

57.7%

58.9%

59.6%

59.9%

60.5%

60.8%

61.3%

62.1%

63.6%

65.0%

65.8%

66.0%

66.1%

67.0%

69.7%

70.7%

71.8%

72.3%

72.7%

72.9%

74.0%

74.2%

74.9%

Bolivia

Ecuador

Trinidad & Tobago

Peru

Uruguay

El Salvador

Canada

Paraguay

Argentina

Honduras

Mexico

Costa Rica

Chile

Suriname

Guatemala

Nicaragua

Haiti

Guyana

Brazil

Colombia

Belize

United States

Dom. Rep.

Panama

Venezuela

Jamaica

0 20 40 60 80

Support for the Rule of Law
95% Confidence Interval (Design-Effects Based)

Source: © AmericasBarometer by LAPOP, 2012; v50; aoj8



“…the holding of periodic, free, and 
fair elections based on secret 

balloting and universal suffrage as an 
expression of the sovereignty of the 

people…”

IADC – Art. 3

“…the holding of periodic, free, and 
fair elections based on secret 

balloting and universal suffrage as an 
expression of the sovereignty of the 

people…”

IADC – Art. 3



B47A. To what extent do 
you trust elections in 

this country?

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 –
100 scale)
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Honduras and Haiti 
have the least amount 

of  trust in their 
country’s election, 

whereas Uruguay has 
the highest level of   

trust



“… and the separation of powers and 
independence of the branches of 

government…”

IADC – Art. 3

“… and the separation of powers and 
independence of the branches of 

government…”

IADC – Art. 3



POP107. The people 
should govern directly 

rather than through 
elected representatives. 
How much do you agree 

or disagree with that 
view? 

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 –
100 scale)
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In no country is the 
average of  citizen 

support direct 
democracy on the 
positive end of  the 

continuum



JC15A. Do you believe that when the country is facing very difficult times it is justifiable for the president of  the country 
to close the Congress/Parliament and govern without Congress/Parliament?

JC16A. Do you believe that when the country is facing very difficult times it is justifiable for the president of  the country 
to dissolve the Supreme Court/Constitutional Tribunal and govern without the Supreme Court/Constitutional Tribunal?
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“Transparency in government 
activities, probity, responsible public 

administration on the part of 
governments.”

IADC – Art. 3

“Transparency in government 
activities, probity, responsible public 

administration on the part of 
governments.”

IADC – Art. 3



Perception of  
corruption is 

high in almost all 
countries

EXC7. Taking into account 
your own experience or what 
you have heard, corruption 
among public officials is:

1. Very common
2. Common
3. Uncommon  
4. Very uncommon
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While perceptions have decreased slightly over time, 
politicians are still largely perceived as corrupt

EXC7. Taking into account 
your own experience or what 
you have heard, corruption 
among public officials is:

1. Very common
2. Common
3. Uncommon  
4. Very uncommon
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In most countries, people 
perceive more corruption than is 

actually experienced.

But Haiti (at the extreme), Bolivia, 
and Ecuador have very high rates 

of  corruption victimization.

Index of  Corruption Victimization:

EXC2. Has a police officer asked you for a bribe in the 
last twelve months? 

EXC6.  In the last twelve months, did any government 
employee ask you for a bribe?

EXC11. In the last twelve months, to process any kind of 
document in your municipal government, like a permit for 

example, did you have to pay any money above that 
required by law? 

EXC13. In your work, have you been asked to pay a bribe 
in the last twelve months?

EXC14. Did you have to pay a bribe to the courts in the 
last twelve months? 

EXC15. In order to be seen in a hospital or a clinic in the 
last twelve months, did you have to pay a bribe?

EXC16. Have you had to pay a bribe at school in the last 
twelve months? 
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The percentage of  victims of  corruption in 2012 is 
lower than in 2004 and 2006, but does not show a  

significant, sustained downward trend
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Measure of  
Corruption 

Victimization:

In the last twelve months, 
have you been asked to 

pay a bribe to a) a police 
officer; b) a government 
employee; c) municipal 
government; d) work; e) 
courts; f) hospital/clinic; 

and/or g) school

[EXC2, EXC6, EXC11, EXC13, 
EXC14, EXC15, & EXC16]
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Setbacks

Effectiveness in Reducing Corruption Victimization 
over Time Varies across Countries



“(R)espect for social rights, and 
freedom of expression and of the 

press are essential components of the 
exercise of democracy.”

IADC – Art. 3

“(R)espect for social rights, and 
freedom of expression and of the 

press are essential components of the 
exercise of democracy.”

IADC – Art. 3



Many of  the 
countries’ citizens 

feel basic rights are 
protected; however 

more than half  of  the 
countries disagree

B3. To what extent do you 
think that citizens’ basic 

rights are well protected by 
the political system of  

(country)?

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 
– 100 scale)
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In more than half  of  
the countries, 

citizens support the 
freedom of  
expression

D4. How strongly do you 
approve or disapprove of  

such people appearing 
on television to make 

speeches? 

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  
to 0 – 100 scale)
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All countries except 
Honduras fall on the 

approval side of  
people participating 

in legal 
demonstrations

E5. Of  people participating in legal 
demonstrations. How much do you 

approve or disapprove?

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 – 100 
scale)
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The limits of  free 
expression:

The citizens of  the 
Americas feel 

private property 
should not be 

seized in order to 
protest
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E14. Of  people seizing 
private property or land in 

order to protest. How 
much do you approve or 

disapprove?

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 
0 – 100 scale)



Limits to free 
expression:

The citizens of  the 
Americas do not 
support groups 

violently 
overthrowing an 

elected government, 
especially citizens of  

Uruguay

5.9

9.1

11.1

11.1

11.1

11.9

13.1

13.3

14.5

15.3

16.1

16.1

17.3

17.3

17.6

17.8

18.1

19.0

19.1

19.2

19.2

20.1

21.8

22.2

23.0

23.1

Uruguay

Argentina

Trinidad & Tobago

Costa Rica

Venezuela

Paraguay

Panama

Jamaica

Guyana

Nicaragua

El Salvador

Chile

Ecuador

Dom. Rep.

Peru

Canada

Brazil

Haiti

Honduras

Colombia

Mexico

United States

Belize

Suriname

Bolivia

Guatemala

0 5 10 15 20 25

Average Approval of People Participating in a
Group to Violently Overthrow an Elected Government

95% Confidence Interval (Design-Effects Based)

Source: © AmericasBarometer by LAPOP, 2012; v50; e3

E3. Of  people participating in a 
group working to violently overthrow 
an elected government. How much 

do you approve or disapprove?

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 – 100 
scale)



There are mixed 
feelings about 

people taking the law 
into their own hands, 

but generally 
speaking most 
countries fall 

towards the disagree 
side; yet disturbingly 
high support in some 

countries

16.8

18.8

20.1

20.8

22.4

23.5

24.6

25.4

25.9

26.6

26.9

27.0

28.4

28.4

29.3

30.2

31.0

31.7

33.0

35.5

37.3

38.1

38.9

39.2

39.4

46.5

Panama

Brazil

Uruguay

Costa Rica

Venezuela

United States

Argentina

Chile

Trinidad & Tobago

Colombia

Mexico

Paraguay

Guyana

Canada

Belize

Haiti

Jamaica

Honduras

Nicaragua

Peru

Dom. Rep.

El Salvador

Bolivia

Ecuador

Guatemala

Suriname

0 10 20 30 40 50

Average Approval of People Taking the Law into
Their Own Hands when the Governmet does not Punish Criminals

95% Confidence Interval (Design-Effects Based)
Source: © AmericasBarometer by LAPOP, 2012; v50; e16

E16. Of  people taking the law into 
their own hands when the 

government does not punish 
criminals. How much do you approve 

or disapprove? 

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 – 100 
scale)



“The strengthening of political 
parties and other political 

organizations is a priority for 
democracy.”

IADC – Art. 5

“The strengthening of political 
parties and other political 

organizations is a priority for 
democracy.”

IADC – Art. 5



EPP1. Thinking about political parties in general, to what extent do 
[nationality] political parties represent their voters well?

EPP3. To what extent do political parties listen to people like you? 
(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 – 100 scale)
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“It is the right and responsibility of all 
citizens to participate in decisions relating 

to their own development.”
IADC – Art. 6

“States shall promote the full and equal 
participation of women in the political 

structures of their countries as a 
fundamental element in the promotion and 

exercise of a democratic culture.”
IADC – Art. 28

“It is the right and responsibility of all 
citizens to participate in decisions relating 

to their own development.”
IADC – Art. 6

“States shall promote the full and equal 
participation of women in the political 

structures of their countries as a 
fundamental element in the promotion and 

exercise of a democratic culture.”
IADC – Art. 28



By Gender:
• Voter turnout in elections
• Community participation
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“The elimination of all forms of 
discrimination, especially gender, 
ethnic and race discrimination, as 

well as diverse forms of intolerance.”

IADC – Art. 9

“The elimination of all forms of 
discrimination, especially gender, 
ethnic and race discrimination, as 

well as diverse forms of intolerance.”

IADC – Art. 9



Those with Darker Skin Tones  
are Less Wealthy 
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Significant differences in 
levels of  wealth are found in 21 

of  24 countries 
(no significant difference in 
Chile, Guyana, and Panama)



On average, in the Americas, women and 
those with darker skin tones have lower

personal incomes
Men
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Women and those with Darker Skin are 
More Vulnerable to Food Insecurity, even after 

Controlling for Other Factors

R-Squared =0.1673
F=72.403
N =19379

Years of Education

Quintiles of Wealth
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Age
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FS2. In the past three months, 
because of a lack of money or 
other resources, did your 
household ever run out of 
food?

FS8. In the past three months, 
because of lack of money or 
other resources, did you or 
some other adult in the 
household ever eat only once 
a day or go without eating all 
day?

LAPOP Skin Tone Scale 
(research partnership 
with Princeton University)



“(I)t is essential that a quality 
education be available to all, 

including girls and women, rural 
inhabitants, and minorities.”

IADC – Art. 16

“(I)t is essential that a quality 
education be available to all, 

including girls and women, rural 
inhabitants, and minorities.”

IADC – Art. 16



Those with Darker Skin Tones have 
Lower Levels of Education 
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Significant differences in 
levels of  wealth are found in 21 

of  24 countries 
(no significant difference in 
Chile, Guyana, and Belize)



Across the Americas, mother’s educational 
attainment strongly determines her children's’ 

chances for higher levels of educational 
attainment 
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There appears to be a 
clear intergenerational 
transfer of  social and 

economic status in the 
Americas. 

Mother’s educational 
attainment has a large 

influence on adult 
respondent outcomes.



Prospects for Stable Democracy:
Strikingly Divergent Trends across 

the Americas
(with a special focus on Honduras, 

Costa Rica, and Venezuela)

Prospects for Stable Democracy:
Strikingly Divergent Trends across 

the Americas
(with a special focus on Honduras, 

Costa Rica, and Venezuela)



Tolerance of Political Opposition

Legitimacy
(System 
Support) High Low

High Stable 
Democracy

Authoritarian 
Stability

Low Unstable 
Democracy

Democracy at 
Risk

LAPOP has developed and validated a  
“leading indicator” of democratic 

stability



Legitimacy (system support)

B1. To what extent do you think the courts in (country) 
guarantee a fair trial?

B2. To what extent do you respect the political 
institutions of  (country)?

B3. To what extent do you think that citizens’ basic rights 
are well protected by the political system of  (country)?

B4. To what extent do you feel proud of  living under the 
political system of  (country)?

B6. To what extent do you think that one should support 
the political system of  (country)?

A lot 7

6

5

4

3

2

Not at all
1



Legitimacy 
(system 

support):
5-item 
scale



D1. “There are people who only say bad 
things about the (country) form of 

government, not just the incumbent 
government but the system of 

government. How strongly do you 
approve or disapprove of such people’s 

right to vote?”

(Scale 1 – 10, converted  to 0 – 100 scale)34.8
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In  2012,
Honduras (but also 

Peru, Bolivia, El 
Salvador, and 

Ecuador) have low 
levels of  support for 
the right of  regime 

critics to vote.
Note much higher 

levels in Venezuela



Democracy 
at risk, 
2012

Political Tolerance
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(System 
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Part of  the story in Honduras:
Decline in political tolerance

2004 – 2012
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What accounts for the declines in 
Costa Rica? Loss of  legitimacy
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Trouble in  Paradise?
The Decline in System Support in Costa Rica: 

1978‐2012

In 2012 the Americas Barometer shows  that Costa Rica has 
declined to its lowest system support levels in 34 years.  

While Costa Rica remains in the upper‐tier of “Stable 
Democracies,” it is clearly trending downward.



Will Political Stability 
Break Down in Venezuela?



Abstract Support for Democracy has Been 
Consistently High in Venezuela
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ING4. Changing the subject again, 
democracy may have problems, but it is 
better than any other form of  
government. To what extent do you 
agree or disagree with this statement?
(1-6 disagree/agree scale transformed 
into a 0-100 scale



Enhancing Citizen Sense of Political 
Efficacy:

The Big Chávez Story

Since  the publication in 1963 of  The Civic Culture political 
scientists have seen political efficacy at the core of  a system of  

values that lead to stable democracy.

Initially referred to as “citizen competence” it was the focus of  six 
of  the thirteen chapters of  the book.

“Subjective political competence” defined: citizens believe they can 
exert influence governmental decision-making.

A key distinguishing feature of  the political culture of  the U.S.  and 
the UK vs. Mexico and Italy in1959 was the greater sense of  

subjective political competence in the former.



EFF1. “Those who govern 
this country are 

interested in what people 
like you think.  How much 
do you agree or disagree 

with this statement?”

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 – 100 
scale)

• When people feel that their 
views are being heard, 
political scientists today 
refer to this as “External 
Political Efficacy.” 

• Venezuelans under Chávez
have the highest average 
efficiency of  any country.

• Results are  dramatically 
higher than pre-Chávez days 
(e.g., Canache survey 1995: 
92% expressed low external 
efficacy)
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Moreover, External  Efficacy has Increased 
Somewhat from 2008 to 2012
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Political Tolerance is Closely Tied to Support 
for Chávez: Better evaluations are associated 

with lower tolerance of opposition rights



Very Few Believe a Presidential Self-
Coup in Venezuela Would Be Justified 
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JC15A. Do you 
believe that when 

the country is facing 
very difficult times it 
is justifiable for the 

president of  the 
country to close the 
National Assembly 
and govern without 

it?
JC16A. (same intro) 

…dissolve the 
Supreme Court and 
govern without it?

Figure shows 
percentage who say 

“yes, it is 
justifiable.”



Only a relatively 
small proportion of 

Venezuelans fall 
into the “democracy 

at risk cell”, 
2012 data

Political Tolerance

Legitimacy
(System 
Support)
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High Stable 
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Yet, “authoritarian stability” is 
the largest cell in the table

Political Tolerance

Legitimacy
(System Support) High Low

High Stable Democracy
24.5%

Authoritarian Stability
36.7%

Low Unstable Democracy
23.6%

Democracy at Risk
15.2%



ROS1. The Venezuelan* 
government, instead of  

the private sector, 
should own the most 

important enterprises 
and industries of  the 

country.  How much do 
you agree or disagree 
with this statement?

(Scale 1 – 7, converted  to 0 –
100 scale)

*Country noted in question 
changes by country of  survey.
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Venezuelans seem to 
have liked Chávez more 

than they like his socialist 
policies
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