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Castries, St. Lucia, 

The Caribbean Environmental Health Institute (CEHI), the Caribbean Water & Wastewater Association (CWWA), Environment West Indies (EWI) and Clean Islands International (CII) are pleased to offer the 11th ANNUAL CWWA CONFERENCE in conjunction with the 1st CARIBBEAN ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM under the theme “PARTNERING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT”.
Background

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Brazil in 1992 was a milestone in the global development agenda.  It brought together a wide cross-section of stakeholders from developed, and developing countries to discuss issues related to environment and development.  UNCED issued the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and Agenda 21, the blueprint for global sustainable development.  The UNCED process led to the recognition that islands had very specific needs that had to be addressed to ensure the sustained integrity of their ecosystems.  As a consequence, the United Nations Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS Conference) was held in Barbados in 1994. This forum provided the opportunity for Small Island developing states to highlight their needs, to speak with one voice and to ensure that their particular problems were drawn to the attention of the international community. 

A decade has passed since the creation of Agenda 21 and its effectiveness of moving the world further along the sustainable development process will be reviewed during a follow-up Conference, “The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)”. This is scheduled for August 2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa and will focus additionally on lessons learnt, as well as introducing new and emerging sustainable development issues. 

Caribbean states have achieved varying degrees of success in their efforts to achieve sustainable development.  The continued promotion of dialogue and the involvement of civil society in the management of resources are central to the sustainable development process.  Thus the region’s involvement in the WSSD is very important, not only for acquiring new information but also providing the facility for the world to learn from the experiences that the Caribbean region has gained.  Unfortunately, financial restraints seem likely to minimize the region’s participation in the WSSD.  It is important therefore that the major decisions of the Summit be brought to the attention of and thoroughly discussed by key persons including those at the political, policy and decision-making levels and the diverse array of interest groups.  This can be achieved through the hosting of a broad based forum.  Unfortunately, there is no wide-ranging forum for bringing together diverse and disparate interests to discuss areas of common concern.

Every year the Caribbean Water and Wastewater Association (CWWA) plays an integral role in bringing together technical persons from within the water and waste sector (both solid and liquid) at their annual conference and exhibition in an effort to sensitize and enlighten those professional within the industry as to the emerging global trends and impacts on the related industries.  In concert with this effort, the Caribbean Environmental Health Institute as the technical institution of CARICOM with responsibility for environmental management in the region has this year played a catalytic role in convening a regional forum that will serve the purpose of bringing together stakeholders from various backgrounds and a wider cross section to discuss key “cutting edge” issues and share experiences in environment and development. 

The upcoming WSSD undoubtedly points to the need for the deliberations to be shared and considered by the widest possible Caribbean audience, given that representation in Johannesburg will not be possible for many. It is in this light that a Caribbean Environmental Forum is being convened, the first of which will take place during the period 7 - 11, October 2002 in St. Lucia.

Objectives of the Forum:

· To act as a regional arena for bringing together key Caribbean and international stakeholders in both the public and private sector and civil society to discuss issues and share experiences related to environment and development

· To focus public attention on key environmental concerns to the region and internationally

· To present an opportunity for networking and partnership arrangements among a wide and diverse group of persons and institutions concerned with or involved in environment and development

· Expose the region to new and relevant environmental technology and other products

· To provide a regional forum for presenting, discussing and planning for the implementation of the outcomes of the WSSD within a Caribbean context

Target Groups: 

Decision and policy-makers from the Government and private sector, specialists, civil society (incl. NGOs and CBOs), professional associations, regional agencies, international agencies, academic institutions, donor and development agencies, representatives of youth and women’s groups, the media, users and managers of environmental services and resources.

Proposed Topics and Format
The Forum will consist of both plenary and special sessions, some of which will run simultaneously. The 11th Annual Conference of the CWWA and a Caribbean Dialogue on Climate and Water organized by the OAS will also take place simultaneously. 

The following list is not exhaustive. Some proposed topics are:

· Implications of the World Summit on Sustainable Development for the Caribbean

· Environmental Imperatives and Globalization

· Green Governance

· Tourism and the Environment

· Appropriate Technology

· Climate Change and Water

· Environment and gender: a Caribbean perspective

· Trans-shipment of nuclear waste

· Water Resources Management

· Waste Management, including solid, liquid and hazardous wastes (e.g. management of technological waste)

· The AIDS epidemic and bio-medical waste management

· The role of Business in Environmental Management and sustainable development in the Caribbean

· Environmental Communication and Reporting

· The private sector in the Caribbean and responsible environmental management  (cleaner production)

EXHIBITION
In addition to technical sessions there will be exhibition space, which will be available at a cost to companies wishing to display relevant products and technology and offer relevant environmental management services.

Collaborative Partners (Principals):

· Caribbean Water and Wastewater Association (CWWA

· Caribbean Environmental Health Institute (CEHI)

· Government of St. Lucia

· Environment West Indies (EWI, Martinique)

· Clean Islands International (CII)

· Water and Sewage Company Inc. (WASCO, St. Lucia)

· Solid Waste Management Authority (SWMA, St. Lucia)

Language:

The Forum would be held in both English and French.

Island Tours & Special Events:
A number of tours to environmental facilities and places of interest will be available, along with a number of social events. Spouses will be welcomed.

Lodging:
St. Lucia offers a wide range of lodging in close proximity. The venue of the host hotel will be announced shortly. Please contact the CWWA/CEF 2002 Secretariat for further information.

Contact:

CWWA/CEF 2002 Secretariat

C/o Caribbean Environmental Health Institute (CEHI)

P.O. Box 1111

Castries 

SAINT LUCIA

Tel: (758) 452-2501

       (758) 452-1412

Fax: (758) 453-2721

E-mail: sluenviroforum_cwwa@yahoo.com

Enquiries can also be made to:

Lester Arnold

Water and Sewerage Company Inc. (WASCO)

L’Anse Road

P.O.Box 1481

Castries

SAINT LUCIA

Tel: (758) 452-5344

       (758) 453-6749

Fax: (758) 452-6844

E-mail: wasco@candw.lc

