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Second Announcement

The 3rd World Water Forum, a global water conference, will be held in Kyoto, Japan, 16-23 March 2003. The vulnerability and particular needs of Small Island Countries has been acknowledged by the global water community, by the inclusion of a ‘Water in Small Islands Countries’ theme at the conference. 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has been requested by the 3rd World Water Forum organizers to lead and sponsor the Small Island theme preparation. ADB invited the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC), the regional agency mandated by 16 Pacific Island Countries to provide technical support in the water sector, to co-organize a high-level regional consultation and preparation for the 3rd World Water Forum.

The aim of the ‘Water in Small Island Countries’ consultation is to promote action at international, regional, national, policy and project levels through: enhancing public awareness of the need for better management of water; exchanging views and experiences in managing water, and developing a shared understanding about policies, institutional frameworks and approaches to sustainable sector development. The consultation process will help international, regional and country practitioners strengthen their policies, institutional arrangements and projects.

As part of the regional consultation and preparation for the 3rd World Water Forum, ADB and SOPAC are organizing a regional consultation meeting on sustainable water resources management. The meeting will be held from 29 July to 3 August 2002 at the Outrigger Hotel, Sigatoka, Fiji. 

Background
The economic and social well-being of small island countries, particularly those in the Pacific, are dependent upon the quality and quantity of their water. However, the ability of small island countries to effectively manage the water sector is often constrained by their small size and limited human resource base. In many island countries, trends such as climate variability, increasingly variable rainfall, accelerating storm water runoff, increasing demand for water, and increasing pollution of surface water, groundwater and sea water are so disturbing that they threaten their economic development and the health of their people. 

A Planning Meeting for the Pacific preparation for the 3rd World Water Forum was held from 31 January to 1 February 2002 in Port Vila, Vanuatu. The planning meeting was convened jointly by  ADB and SOPAC to establish a consultation process to be undertaken over the next 12 months in the Pacific, leading to the presentation of the theme ‘Water in Small Island Countries’ at Kyoto in 2003.

The meeting was attended by 40 delegates, including representatives of six Pacific Island Countries, Australia, New Zealand, France, Japan, SOPAC and ADB. Additionally, representatives of the World Bank, AusAID, JICA WHO, PWA, AWA, Saga University, IWMI, IRMR, GWP and PIANGO were in attendance.

The Regional Consultation Process

Six overall theme areas were agreed upon in the planning meeting: Water Resources Management; Technology; Institutional Arrangements; Financing; Awareness; and Island Vulnerability. Each theme will be explored by discussion of sector studies, case studies and examples of best practices, as identified through direct dialogue with each Pacific country and appointed theme resource persons.
Countries are encouraged to establish a national consultation process involving a wide range of water sector specialists and to develop a clear brief for a national delegation.

An information flyer will be provided to each country by early May, to assist each country in structuring their internal consultations within the theme areas and to liaise directly with the appointed theme leaders.

Meeting Purpose and Agenda

The primary purpose of the meeting is to agree upon the regional actions required to achieve a sustainable water sector in the Pacific, and to obtain a renewed commitment from governments and donors alike to implement agreed priority actions. 

The outcomes of the meeting including theme papers, case studies and action plans will be developed into presentation material after the meeting for taking to the 3rd World Water Forum in Kyoto, Japan in March 2003.

Participants

The consultation meeting will be attended by representatives of agencies concerned with water resource management, water authorities, service providers, rural development departments, health and environment agencies, regulators and NGOs involved in the water sector, the private sector, regional organisations and international development agencies.

In order to enable the individual country delegations to cover the wide range of issues involved, the teams should ideally comprise representatives of the urban service provider, water resources management and protection agency and rural water supply department and should ideally be led by a senior level government official. Attendance of official country delegations and key resource persons will be funded by various sponsors.

Additional Information
More information on the regional meeting can be requested through the ADB regional workshop coordinator Ms Sarah Mecartney (smecartney@adb.org), with a copy to Ms Mary Narfi (mnarfi@adb.org), and the ADB and SOPAC websites (www.adb.org/Water/theme3.asp) and (www.sopac.org.fj/secretariat/units/wru).
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