
INTRODUCTIONPRIVATE 

These Building Guidelines are based on a review of building practices in the OECS and discussions with the building and planning pro​fessional​s. The constructors of small buildings in the OECS generally follow custom and tradition in the design and construc​tion practices. The Building Guidelines make use of the building traditions that lead to "safe" construction and introduced construc​tion methods required for the proper use of contemporary materials.

These Building Guidelines may be used for the design and construction of simple buildings such as private dwellings and small retail shops of less than 3,000 square feet in gross area. Designers and constructors of buildings outside the scope of the Guidelines must consult the Building Code for the relevant design and construction requirements.

The impact of Hurricane Andrew and Hurricane Hugo on small buildings showed the importance of careful construction of the building frame, and of the installation of firm holding down mechanisms for the roof and especially for light timber buildings many of which are overturned by high winds. This document therefore includes diagrams and sketches of roof and floor construc​tion and illustrates the alternative holding down methods accept​able.

In some countries of the OECS many houses are constructed with concrete roofs. While properly constructed concrete roofs should not fail under hurricane winds, yet these roofs are vulnerable to earthquake forces, and very vulnerable to bad construction. The Guidelines show the appropriate methods for constructing concrete roofs. 

The main differences between the effects of wind and earth​quakes on buildings are to be found in the revised Building Code, but the effects on small buildings within the scope of the Guidelines are generally dependent on the siting of the building and the care with which the construction is carried out. For ease of reference Appendix B gives the main differences between wind and earthquakes. 

The construction of steel framed buildings for small houses is being examined by some Governments, as this  system offers speed of construction and savings in cost over more traditional construction methods. However the system must be designed to resist the hurricane force winds and to be resistant to corrosion. The 1997 Edition included guidance to Developers on the requirements for design and construction of small steel framed buildings.

As a further effort to provide more information and guidance to users of the Building Guidelines the following Sections and Appendices of the Building Code have been tailored for inclusion in this edition of the Building Guidelines:  

· Administration

· Definitions

· Precautions During Building Construction

· Accessibility Guidelines for Persons with Disability

· Weights of Building Materials

Some sketches in earlier editions which were taken from the Hurricane-Resistant Construction Manual prepared by the UNCHS/UNDP in 1991, so as to reinforce the message of the Guidelines that "safe" construc​tion is possible at acceptable costs, if care is taken to implement the recommendations given, are replaced in this edition with new illustrations taken from a very recent (August 1999) manual entitled  "Diagrams For OECS Building Code Guidelines" prepared by Consulting Engineers Partnership, under the Caribbean Disaster Mitigation Project of the OAS, for  OECS member states. 

Note:
The Planning Authorities of the Commonwealth of Dominica, St. Lucia and Grenada restrict the use of the Guidelines to buildings of  2,500 square feet or less in gross floor area, and of not more than 2 storeys.

THIS EDITION

This edition results from the review of the Building Guidelines with the Physical Planning Unit and some members of the building fraternity of Grenada.

In general, building practices in Grenada are similar to those of other Caribbean States, except where there are statutory regulations providing details of construction of items such as septic tanks.

The following Sections and Appendices of the Building Code have been edited for inclusion in this edition to provide more information to users of the Building Guidelines:

· Administration

· Definitions

· Precautions During Building Construction

· Accessibility Guidelines for persons with Disability

· Weights of Building Materials

This update of the Guidelines was carried out by Isaac Baptiste, Arch./Planner with the assistance of Tony Gibbs, C. Eng. through the Organization of American States (OAS).
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