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I. NATIONAL ROUNDTABLE ON NEW 
PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES
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- Created by SENDA in 2014, and coordination then 
transferred to the Under-Secretariat of the Interior.

- All the agencies with responsibility for issues related to 
drug control and demand (police, public prosecutors, 
government health and interior agencies) are members of 
the Roundtable. 

- Gathers information to justify regulating NPS. 

- Prepares one report per year. In 2019, we are working on 
Report #4.

- More than 100 NPS have been incorporated into the 
regulations since 2015.

Background
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- Criterion No. 1: Substances seized in national territory 
but not yet examined by the NPS Roundtable

- Criterion No. 2: Substances that match the profile of drug 
use in Chile. 

- Criterion No. 3: Consistency with international treaties.

Criteria for studying NPS
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NPS studied by Roundtable in 2017
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- Each of the substances was described as follows: 

i) Background (includes information on emergence of 
the substance, international picture, situation in 
Chile), 

ii) Chemical classification, synthesis and/or how obtained 

iii) Pharmacological and other effects 

iv) Regulatory status 

v) Final considerations (citizen security, public health; 
recommendation).

Content of the Report
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Roundtable report from 2015 can be found at the following 
link: http://www.senda.gob.cl/wp-
content/uploads/media/estudios/otrosEstudios/2015_Primer
_Informe_Mesa_Nuevas_sustancias_psicoactivas.pdf

Roundtable report from 2016 can be found at the following 
link:

http://www.senda.gob.cl/wp-
content/uploads/media/estudios/otrosEstudios/2016_inform
e_mesa_nueva_sustancias_psicoactivas.pdf

Roundtable report from 2017 can be found at the following 
link:

http://www.senda.gob.cl/wp-
content/uploads/media/estudios/otrosEstudios/2017_Infor
me_Mesa_Nuevas_Sustancias_Psioactivas.pdf

The Roundtable reports also form part of the Drug Early 
Warning System for the Americas (SATA) of the Inter-
American Observatory on Drugs (OID)

Roundtable reports

http://www.senda.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/media/estudios/otrosEstudios/2015_Primer_Informe_Mesa_Nuevas_sustancias_psicoactivas.pdf
http://www.senda.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/media/estudios/otrosEstudios/2016_informe_mesa_nueva_sustancias_psicoactivas.pdf
http://www.senda.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/media/estudios/otrosEstudios/2017_Informe_Mesa_Nuevas_Sustancias_Psioactivas.pdf


- Police seize the substance and, in coordination with 
the National Prosecutor, send it to the Institute for 
Public Health (ISP, laboratory) for confirmation

- ISP, in coordination with the National Prosecutor, is 
responsible for confirming the appearance of the 
substance.

- Under-Secretariat of the Interior, in coordination 
with the National Prosecutor, informs the members of 
the Roundtable of the emergence of the substance. 

How do the members of the Roundtable 
learn of the emergence of an NPS?
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II. DESCRIPTION OF CIRCUITS OF USE 
OF SYNTHETIC DRUGS IN THE 
METROPOLITAN REGION OF 

SANTIAGO, CHILE
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We conducted a qualitative study between May and 
December 2017 for the purpose of describing the use of 
synthetic drugs in the Metropolitan Region 

The information was gathered by means of:
- Observation of three “circuits” where this type of 

substance was found (i. raves, ii. pubs and clubs, and iii. 
other “alternative” spaces).

- 40 interviews with people aged 18 to 35 who were users 
of synthetic drugs and residents of the Metropolitan 
Region 

Methology 
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Circuits 
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1.Normalization
2.Empowerment
3.Use of synthetic substances goes very much hand in hand 

with the development of the leisure industry
4.Significant increase in the supply of synthetic drugs over 

the last five years (supply is more diversified, but higher 
levels of adulteration)

5.Policy of caution that interviewees suggest exists among 
users of synthetic drugs

Principal findings 



III. STUDY TO DESCRIBE PERSONS USING COCAINE 
BASE PASTE (CBP) IN THE METROPOLITAN REGION
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General objective: To describe the population presenting with habitual use 
of cocaine base paste in the Metropolitan Region of Santiago.

Specific objectives: 
1. Describe the individuals’ institutional and family support networks.
2. Describe the frequency and intensity of CBP use.
3. Determine the prevalence of substance use disorders 
4. Determine the prevalence of psychiatric comorbidity.  
5. Identify and describe the existence and form of the breaking of social 
norms. 

Objectives 
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Phases of Field Work 

1

Formative 

phase

2

Design of the 

Survey and Pre-

Test

3

Preparation for Field 

Work

4

Application 

of the 

Survey

5

Qualitative Phase

Objective

Collection of 

information and 

perception about 

the RDS 

methodology

Design of the 

survey

Selection of sites and 

training of professional 

team

Achieve 400 

surveys of 

habitual users 

of CBP

Further study of 

lives and CBP use

Methodology

-5 focus groups in 

TC

-5 interviews with 

users in TC

-1 interview with 

user not related 

to TC and focus 

group with users

-Review of 

international 

surveys & ISUC 

surveys

-8 Pre-Tests to test 

appropriate-ness of 

the question

-Selection of 3 sites, in 

the North, Center, and 

South

-Selection of 

interviewers in social 

science and 

rehabilitation 

professionals 

-Training events in 

M.I.N.I, protocols and 

surveying 

-4 months of 

administratio

n (March-

June)

-13 in-depth 

interviews with 

habitual CBP users
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1. Sampling: System Respondent Driven Sample
2. Dual incentive system: (recruiter/person recruited). Three recruits 

per person.
3. Requirement for participation: <18, positive urine test, have a 

coupon.
4. Six successful seeds: 405 cases.

Methodology 
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Estimation of the population using CBP in the Metropolitan Region 

Multiplier Method (World Health Organization, 2010)

N = x / X

N = Estimate population size

X = size of the subgroup for which information is available (e.g., number of people 
with problematic use of CBP who entered treatment during a specified period)

SOURCE: Registry of drug users by principal substance in Metropolitan Region

X = proportion of the sample (in this case, obtained by RDS) that had contact with a 
particular institution

SOURCE: Study to describe persons using CBP
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Estimation of the population using CBP in the Metropolitan Region 

x= 3,008 people who entered treatment for CBP as the 
principal substance in 2013.

X= 13.85% is the percentage according to RDS who were in 
treatment.

N=3,008/0.1385 = 21.718

Assumption: The data do not come from the same time period; it is assumed that the people who 
enter treatment are stable over time.
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