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Punta Cana, Dominican Republic



April 7-10, 2008
NEWSLETTER

1. The CIP and the Conference: The Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) of the Organization of American States (OAS) serves as an inter-American permanent forum for the Member States of the Organization to strengthen cooperation in the area of hemispheric port development with the active participation and collaboration of the private sector. The CIP fulfills its objectives through its meetings. It holds regular meetings every two years and can hold special meeting and specialized conferences. The CIP has the following functions: To act as the principal advisory organ of the OAS and its Member States in all topics concerning port-sector development; To propose and promote hemispheric cooperation policies in port-sector development, in accordance with the guidelines from the General Assembly and Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), as well as from the Summits of the Americas; To facilitate and promote the development and improvement of port-sector activities in the Hemisphere; To promote the adoption of cooperation agreements pertaining to the port sector among the governments of Member States and the Permanent Observer States before the OAS; To collect and disseminate information related to port-sector activities among member States; To generate, analyze, propose, and adopt programs, projects, and activities on port-sector matters, among others.
The Third Hemispheric Conference on Port Security. In February 2004, the First Conference on the matter was held in Miami, United States. The Second Conference was held in Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela, in October 2006. The Third Conference was adopted by the Fifth Meeting of the CIP (Salvador, Bahia, Brazil, September 2007), due to the relevance and the strength of the matter, and with the kind offer of the Cuerpo Especializado de Seguridad Portuaria (CESEP) of the Secretaría de Estado de las Fuerzas Armadas (SEFA) and of the Autoridad Portuaria Dominicana (APORDOM), both from the Dominican Republic. The Executive Board of the CIP (CECIP) in Lima, December 2007, ratified the event and the principal objectives will be: (a) To widely disseminate the state of international standards and norms on port security. (b) To stress the progress made by the Governments of Member States on port security. (c) To identify common problems that Member States face in the fulfillment of international norms and standards of port security and to look for solutions through the experiences and the best practices realized in the hemisphere. (d) To stress the interaction between security, safety and port efficiency, as essential elements to ensure competitiveness in ports.
2.   City, place and date:  Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, Hotel Ocean Blue Golf & Beach Resort (located in the zone of Bávaro, Punta Cana, Telephone: (809) 476-2326 Fax: (809) 947-0884, Website: http://www.oceanhotels.net/, E-mail: bodas.hobs@oceanhotels.net). From Monday April 7 to Thursday April 10, 2008.

3. Draft agenda and rules of procedure of the Conference: The draft agenda of the Conference was prepared by the CESEP of the SEFA and the APORDOM, both from the Dominican Republic, in collaboration with the CIP Secretariat of the OAS. CIP rules and procedures will govern the Conference.
4. National Coordination:

Homero L. Lajara Solá

Contralmirante, M. de G. (DEMN)

Director

Cuerpo Especializado de Seguridad Portuaria (CESEP)

Km. 13 de la Carretera Sánchez, Haina

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Telephone: (809) 537-0055, Ext: 2288

Fax: (809) 539-7272

E-mail: naval94@hotmail.com / director@cesep.com.do

Website: http://cesep.com.do/principal.php?idioma=

José Lozano

Sub Director Ejecutivo Internacional

Autoridad Portuaria Dominicana (APORDOM)

Km. 13 de la Carretera Sánchez, Haina

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Telephone: (809) 537-0055, ext.3504

Fax: (809) 539-6160.

E-mail: subint22@yahoo.es
Website: www.apordom.gov.do
5. Conference Secretary: 
Carlos M. Gallegos

Secretary

Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP)
Organization of American States (OAS)
1889 F. Street, N.W., Office 695
Washington, D.C., 20006 United States

Telephone: (202) 458-3871 / Fax: (202) 458-3517

E-mail: cgallegos@oas.org

Website: http://www.oas.org/cip/
6. Participants: Representatives of the 34 Member States of the OAS, Permanent Observer States before the OAS, international organizations, experts and guests of the port, maritime and businesses sector with interest in the matter. 

7. Registration of participants:
(a) Representatives of Member States and Permanent Observer States before the OAS should register by note of accreditation from their Chancellery addressed to the Secretary of the CIP/OAS. Their registration is free. Also you can  register at the site of the Conference beginning at 16:00 on Monday, April 7, 2008. In addition, every representative should fill out the registration form.
(b) Representatives of international organizations should register by a note of accreditation from their organization addressed to the Secretary of the CIP/OAS. Their registration is free. Also you can register at the site of the Conference beginning at 16:00 on Monday, April 7, 2008. In addition, every representative should fill out the registration form.
(c) Special Guests are speakers, sponsors, associate members of the Technical Advisory Groups (TAG) that are up to date with their annual contributions and other individuals who bring support to the Conference. Their registration must be made by sending a written or electronic communication, in response to the invitation sent by the Secretary of the CIP/OAS. Their registration is free. Special guests should register before March 28, 2008. In addition, every guest should fill out the registration form.
(d) Guests are individuals who do not qualify in the above noted categories but have a special interest in participating in the Conference. In order to register, guests shall: fill out the attached registration form and send it to the indicated person of contact (by fax and/or email), and pay a registration fee of US$ 200 per person, by bank transfer before March 14, 2008. Subsequently, registrations will only be done at the Conference location for a registration fee of US$ 300 per person (cash only) beginning at 16:00 on Monday April 7, 2008. 

8. Languages: Spanish and English, with simultaneous interpretation. 
9. Communications: International telephone and facsimile services will be available at the user’s expense at the hotel. 

10. Currency and exchange rate: The local currency is the Dominican peso ($RD). The exchange rate as of November 2, 2007 was $RD 33 for each dollar of the United States. Currency exchange can be processed in banks, currency exchange centers and airports. 

11. Hotel: National Coordination has negotiated preferential rates in the hotel of the Conference, which includes all services (accommodation, food and beverages):
	Hotel
	Single
Room


	Double

Room


	Triple 
Room



	Hotel Ocean Blue
Golf & Beach Resort

(Hotel of the Conference)


Located in the zone of Bávaro, Punta Cana.

Telephone: (809) 476-2326,

Fax: (809) 947-0884

Website: http://www.oceanhotels.net/spanish/

	USD $ 135 (Taxes included)
	USD $ 120 (Taxes included)
	USD $ 110 (Taxes included)


Hotel reservation: We recommend that you make your reservation through Marianne Tours Agency (Mayra Coste, e-mail: taticoste@hotmail.com, marianne.t@codetel.net.do, telefax: (809) 227-4141) and indicate that you will participate in the Conference of the CIP/OAS. The payment for the hotel reservation can be made:
(i) Through a bank transfer to the following address:
· Name of the bank: Citibank N.A.

· Address: New York, 10005, USA

· ABA#: 021000089

· SWIFT: CITIUS33

· Account number: 36047521, Banco Leon S.A.

· Final beneficiary: Mayra Coste, Account number 6806931, Banco Leon S.A., Dominican Republic.
(ii) With a credit card, each payment made through credit card will be charged an additional fee of 5%.
(iii) Finally, by cash at the office of the agency in Santo Domingo.

Reservations directly made through the hotel will not have preferential rates. 

Registration in the hotel: Please take note that as an indispensable requirement for the check-in at the hotel, you will be asked to present an international credit card and your passport.

12. Showroom: Individuals interested in having an exhibit stand to present goods and/or services should contact the National Coordination.
13. Arrival into the country: All foreigners must carry a passport valid for six months upon entry into Dominican Republic. Please consult the Consulate or Embassy of the Dominican Republic in your country if a visa is required.

14. Travel arrangements: Travel expenses of the participants are the responsibility of their governments and/or organizations. The participants shall assure that their flight ticket is round trip, regarding the correspondent reservation before to travel.
15. Airport: We recommend you to arrive at the International Airport of Punta Cana. The airlines that offer direct flights are: Aeropostal, American Airlines, Avianca, COPA, Continental, Delta, among others. From the International Airport of Las Americas in Santo Domingo, the airline TAKEOFF (Telephone: (1-809) 552-1333) offers a daily flight to Punta Cana. Please fill out the Hotel Reservation and Flight Information form and send it by fax and/or email as indicated in order to coordinate the transportation from the airport to the hotel, courtesy of CESEP. For your information, the cab fee from the Punta Cana Airport to the Hotel is between US$35 and US$40. From Las Americas Airport to the Hotel in Punta Cana the fee per person is US$140 (with minimum persons required which varies according to the company.
16. Customs: Every participant must be cleared by customs at the first point of entry into the country.
17. Climate: The temperature in Punta Cana in April is between 25°C and 32° C.
18. Attire: For the protocol meetings business casual is advised. For the work sessions and informal reception, casual attire. 
19. Electricity: Electrical current in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, is 110 v., 60 HZ.

20. Local time: In April, it is one hour behind Washington, D.C., United States.
21. Additional information: Below please find a map that includes the routes to the Hotel and Conference location. Should additional information be required, please contact the Secretariat of the CIP (cip@oas.org), and/or the National Coordination (naval94@hotmail.com / director@cesep.com.do ), Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.
Route No.1
Santo Domingo – Cruce de Verón

Route No.2
Cruce de Verón- Hotel Ocean Blue Resort
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REGISTRATION FORM

I.  TO BE FILLED OUT BY ALL PARTICIPANTS

Country:












First and Last Name: 











Title:













Institution:












Phone Number: 









           
Fax: 




Email:








Number of Companion(s):

  Name of Companion(s):





Contact in case of an emergency:

Name:




Telephone:


Email:




II. TO BE FILLED OUT ADDITIONALLY BY GUESTS AND THEIR COMPANIONS:

REGISTRATION FEE
(1) 
Select the form of payment: Bank transfer only until March 14, 2008, or payment in cash at the Conference location.

(2)
In the corresponding chart, indicate the number of people that will register and the total amount transferred or paid. 

	Registration:


	Payment: Bank Transfer

Until March 14, 2008 (a)
	Payment in cash at the Conference location (b)

	Guest (s)
	US $ 200 x        =
	US $ 300 x       =


(a) Only BANK TRANSFERS. Please make transfers to: 

· Bank name: Bank of America

· ABA/routing #: 0260-0959-3

· Bank address:  730  15th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 - 1012, U.S.A.

· Account number: 20-801-25-354

· Account name: OAS General Secretariat

· Additionally include: Third Hemispheric Conference on Port Security/Dominican Republic, Task 13 and name of the participant.
(b) 
Review the schedule for the registration hours at the hotel Conference location.  

Date 





Signature






Send to the Secretary of the CIP/OAS: Fax (1 202) 458-3517 and/or by email: cip@oas.org. Guests who have paid their registration fee through a bank transfer: additionally, please send a copy of this transaction.
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HOTEL RESERVATION
 (HOTEL OCEAN BLUE GOLF & BEACH RESORT) 

	PERSONAL INFORMATION


	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	City:  
	Country:  

	Telephone:     
	Fax:   

	E-mail :
	E-mail 2:

	Credit Card:
	

	No.:  
	Expiration Date:      

	Name of Credit Card Holder:
	

	Type of Room
	   Single  /    Double   /    Triple 

	Arrival Date: 
	Departure Date: 


	FLIGHT INFORMATION


	Arrival date
	Airline
	Flight No.
	Departing from

	
	
	
	

	Departure date
	Airline
	Flight No.
	Destination

	
	
	
	


Please complete this form and send it to the National Coordination (fax: (809) 539-7272 and/or e-mail: naval94@hotmail.com / director@cesep.com) and to the Agency Marianne Tours, to Ms. Mayra Coste (e-mail: taticoste@hotmail.com, marianne.t@codetel.net.do, telefax:(809) 227-4141).
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