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SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP (SIRG)

(Informative document)
From March 26th to 30th 2012, in Washington, DC, the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), of the Organization of American States, held its Fifth and Sixth Regular Sessions, with the aim of considering the draft Political Declaration, and to continue negotiation of the operative sections of the final outcome documents of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from April 14th to 15th 2012.
The 5th Regular Session, which was held from March 26th to 28th and which focused on the Draft Political Declaration of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, looked at the paragraphs presented by the Chair (Colombia), negotiated and agreed on several of them and decided that a new session of the SIRG would be held on April 10th in Cartagena de Indias in order to debate those paragraphs that were still pending approval and present new paragraphs proposed by various delegations.  On this point, the Delegation of Mexico informed the SIRG that three delegations had made different proposals to introduce new paragraphs on gender issues in the Political Declaration. Subsequently, the delegations of Argentina, Mexico and the United States decided to withdraw those three proposals in order to jointly present one unified text.
The 6th Regular Session of the SIRG, which was held from March 29th to 30th, focused on the negotiation of pending issues in the operative paragraphs of the final outcome documents of the Sixth Summit of the Americas. The Chair presented one document for each thematic axis, bringing forward those paragraphs that had already been agreed during the 3rd and 4th Regular Sessions of the SIRG, and invited the group to continue the negotiation and approval of various paragraphs. At the conclusion of the session, it was decided that the remaining non-agreed paragraphs would be dealt with during the SIRG session held in Cartagena de Indias on the days leading up to the Summit.
Status of negotiations on the issues of gender, rights and non-discrimination 

· Draft Political Declaration of the Summit of the Americas
Agreed paragraphs: 

1.  “We the Heads of State and Government of the democratic countries of the Americas, gathered in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, at our Sixth Summit, reaffirm our observance if and adherence to the principles of international law and to the purposes and principles enshrined in the charters of the United Nations and of the Organization of American States. Peace, security, respect for the sovereignty of states and self-determination of peoples, democracy, human rights, development, and cooperation are interlinked and mutually reinforcing pillars of the inter-American system.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 26th 2012)
3.  “We commit to continue moving forward with the design and implementation of public policies whose core premise is the recognition that the human person is endowed with universal, indivisible, and interdependent human rights, and that the protection and promotion of those rights is the responsibility of states.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 26th 2012)
5.
“Having assembled for this Summit under the theme “Connecting the Americas: Partners for Prosperity” and motivated by a constructive and cooperative spirit, we commit to promoting public policies and shared objectives in the areas of: Citizen Security and Transnational Organized Crime,  Access to and Use of Information and Communication Technologies, Physical Infrastructure Integration in the Americas, Poverty and Inequality [and Inequity]. We invite all our citizens to take part in these shared actions for peace, prosperity, social inclusion, and sustainable development.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 26th 2012)
7.  “We consider that integration of physical infrastructure in the Americas is a worthwhile common objective and one that is crucial for catalyzing and promoting sustainable development with social inclusion in our countries. We underscore the potential of infrastructure projects to generate employment opportunities, contribute to the reduction of poverty, inequity, and inequality, strengthen intraregional trade and investment, foster economic competitiveness and complementarity, and ensure the effective participation of our nations in the global economy.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 27th 2012)
9. “We will continue to promote access to and use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) as one of the fundamental resources for freedom of information, sustained economic growth, the promotion of social justice, inclusive and equitable sustainable development of our peoples, the delivery of services to improve education and health, equal opportunity, job creation, increased productivity, promotion of innovation, and more effective and transparent public and private management.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 27th 2012)
10. “The Americas face various types of natural phenomena, which, when combined with the adverse effects that are associated with climate change and the region’s vulnerabilities, both physical and social, such as ecosystem degradation, inappropriate land use, poverty, and inequality, among others, contribute to the creation of disasters. These can lead to the loss of human life and has social, economic, and environmental repercussions that affect our societies. Therefore, we consider it is essential that comprehensive disaster risk management remain one of the priorities for public policies and development strategies in the Americas.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 27th 2012)
11. “Aware that transnational organized crime poses a serious threat to the security of our citizens, the rule of law and our states’ institutions, and in order to effectively combat this serious threat and related violence and insecurity, we renew our commitment to promote and strengthen our cooperation based on comprehensive public security policies coupled with social programs with full respect for the sovereignty of states, the rule of law, and international law, including international human rights law.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 28th 2012)
Pending paragraphs:

15. “We acknowledge that despite progress made at the national level toward meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), further efforts are needed in specific areas at the subnational or local level. To that end, we underscore the crucial role that the institutions that support the Summits of the Americas process can play in strengthening the capacity of local governments to attain these internationally agreed development objectives.”

Joint proposal from Argentina, Mexico and the United States on the gender perspective in the economy:
“We reaffirm our commitment to continue to promote equality of Rights and opportunities between man and women which contribute to achieving higher rates of development for the population and to reduce poverty. We also recognize the need to overcome the barriers hindering women’s full economic and social participation, in order to promote strong and inclusive regional growth. It is also important to continue promoting gender equality in all areas, including salaries, treatment in the workplace, and care-giving responsibilities”.
· Draft Final Document of the Sixth Summit of the Americas:
Citizen security and transnational organized crime 
Agreed paragraphs (preambular section):
1.
“The citizens and governments of the Americas observe with deep consternation the high levels of violence and insecurity that continue to beset the region. Not only do they erode the rule of law, good governance, and the effective exercise of Human Rights; they also pose a serious obstacle to sustained and sustainable social development and inclusive, equitable economic growth.”
2. “The nations of the Americas reaffirm their commitment to promoting and strengthening bilateral, subregional, regional, and international cooperation to forge an effective and comprehensive approach to preventing and combating all manifestations of transnational organized crime, the global drug problem and the crimes related to it, trafficking in persons, the smuggling of migrants and weapons, money laundering, kidnapping, criminal gangs, and high-tech crimes, including cybercrime.”
Agreed paragraphs (operative section):
“Therefore, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:”

2.
“To implement comprehensive policies, strategies, and actions which seek to prevent crime and insecurity, address all causes of violence, and promote the peaceful coexistence of and resolution of disputes among citizens, with special attention to youth and other vulnerable groups, taking into account the link between security and development.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 29th 2012)
2BIS. “Implementing policies containing measures to prevent, investigate, punish, penalize, and eradicate sexual and gender based violence.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG February 13th and 14th  2012)
3BIS. “Strengthen the system of hemispheric cooperation to prevent and combat transnational organized crime through mechanisms to support the strengthen of necessary national capacities, as appropriate, to confront these threats in a concerted manner, taking advantage of the experiences and available resources of existing networks, organisms and mechanisms, in accordance with internal and international law.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 29th 2012 - ad referendum from Uruguay)
 
4.
“Strengthening the administration of public security by governmental agencies through the promotion of citizen and community participation, institutional coordination, and the training and education of civilian and police personnel, with full respect for the rule of law, domestic law, gender equality and human rights.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG February 14th 2012)
Pending paragraphs:
A proposal from the delegations of Argentina and Brazil, unanimously supported by the remaining delegations, resulted in agreement that the next session of the SIRG would include a text, in this draft outcome document, specifically on the issue of trafficking in persons.  The paragraph to be discussed reads as follows: 
“We reiterate the importance of preventing and combating the illicit smuggling  of migrants and the trafficking of persons and of promoting the cooperation of States with this goal, with special attention to the situation of women and children and with full respect for the human rights of the victims of these crimes.”

· Draft Final Document of the Sixth Summit of the Americas: 
Access to and use of information and communication technologies
Agreed paragraphs (preambular section):
5.
“ICTs improve the quality, expand the coverage, and reduce the costs of providing social services, particularly in the areas of health and education. Their implementation requires policies for the effective use that are inclusive and nondiscriminatory, that include contents in line with local particularities, and that are environmentally friendly, along with investments in infrastructure and in the training of specialists.”
Agreed paragraphs (operative section):
“Consequently, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:”
1.
“To foster participation and collaboration between the public and private sectors, social actors and communities to promote initiatives, in accordance with corresponding domestic legal frameworks, which enable our educational centers and health facilities, including in remote and rural areas, to enjoy the equitable and affordable access to and use of expanded broadband, information and communication technologies, and computers.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG February 16th 2012)
3.
“Promote a more intensive application of the ICTs to health, with a view to improving the efficiency of health information systems in our countries, including the precise maintenance of records and sub-regional and regional warning systems on public health events that are of international interest, the expansion of continuing education programs for health workers and for the population, and access to information on health services in those centres and communities that most need it.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG February 16th 2012) 

8.
“Continue to promote cooperation among international organizations, specialized agencies, the private sector and other social actors in the gathering and analysis of standardized data on Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), as appropriate, with a view to strengthening public policies, including the design of adequate strategies for the use of these technologies” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 30th 2012) 

· Draft Final Document of the Sixth Summit of the Americas
Physical infrastructure integration in the Americas  
Agreed paragraphs (preambular section):
1.
“Regional physical integration is crucial to the development of the nations of the Americas and to sustainable economic growth that makes it possible to reduce poverty and inequality. The promotion and adaptation of regional, sub-regional, and national infrastructure will make a decisive contribution to the integration of the region and its effective insertion into the global economy.”
Agreed paragraphs (operative section):
6.  “Promote the expansion of network connections for telecommunications in general, including fibre optic and broadband, among the countries of the region, as well as international connections, with the aim of improving connectivity, making communication between the countries of the Americas more dynamic, as well as reducing international data transmission costs and, as a result, promoting access, connectivity and convergent services to the benefit of all social sectors in the Americas.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 29h 2012) 

· Draft Final Document of the Sixth Summit of the Americas:
Poverty and inequality [and inequity]

Agreed paragraphs (preambular section):
1.
“Overcoming poverty and reducing inequalities continue to be among the main challenges facing the Americas. Their persistence undermines fair social development and social inclusion, and it reinforces patterns of discrimination and marginalization.” 
2.
“The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) constitute a universal pact and a strategic road map for determining development priorities in the Americas. Although, generally speaking, the countries of the region are on track for achieving most of the goals, diagnostic assessments and progress reports indicate that the national averages disguise both lags and deterioration in specific areas.”
10. “With the same determination, public policies to prevent teenage pregnancies must be implemented, as a strategy to ensure that our children, adolescents, and young people can develop their potential and contribute to the economic and social progress of the Americas.”
11. “Quality education, access to decent work, to health, and to social protection, together with other factors, are mechanisms for social inclusion and the leveling of opportunities that enable youth employment and promote better living standards for the whole population, including vulnerable groups.”
Agreed paragraphs (preambular section):
“Consequently, we, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, commit to:
1.
“Promote and encourage comprehensive, timely, and quality public policies on: (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 12th 2012)

b. Protecting children from economic exploitation and from any tasks that may interfere with their education and integral development, according to the principle of the effective abolition of child labor, which is contained in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work (1998); as well as preventing and eradicating the worst forms of child labor according to Convention 182 of the ILO (1999). (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 13th 2012)

c. Raising awareness about the adverse effects of adolescent pregnancies on the integral development of the adolescent and their offspring, as well as on fostering their health and wellbeing.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 13th  2012)
1.bis. “To combat poverty, extreme poverty, hunger, inequality, inequity and social exclusion through public policies that promote decent, dignified and productive work; sustained economic growth; income growth; and access to comprehensive and quality education, health care, and housing, in order to achieve sustainable development with social justice in the Americas.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 30th 2012)
1.ter.a. “To ensure equal access to primary and secondary education for all; to promote improvement in the quality of education at all levels, increased access to tertiary, technical, and vocational education, as soon as possible, with particular attention to vulnerable groups and those with special education needs, using among others the modality of distance learning, and promote the strengthening of literacy programs. (Paragraph agreed March 14th  2012)”
2.
“To reaffirm their commitment to advance towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and promote the financing of projects and programs to disseminate best practices in the communities that are lagging behind the most.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 13, 2012)
2.bis.a.
“To deepen inter-American cooperation in the area of development and social protection with a view to strengthening human and institutional capacity-building efforts, and generating a skilled workforce, with a gender perspective and mindful of vulnerable groups.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March, 13, 2012)
3.
“To strengthen public-private partnerships and with all stakeholders, to promote the reduction of poverty and inequality and the economic and social development of the communities in which they operate.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 14, 2012)
4. “To promote greater investment in and access to research, technological innovation, and capacity-building in order to strengthen and ensure a sustainable, comprehensive, inclusive, and competitive agro-food sector that would contribute to food security and the reduction of poverty and inequity, particularly in rural and marginalized urban areas.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 14, 2012)
9.  “Take specific measures to improve access to quality education for girls, especially in rural areas, as well as promote more training of schools, teachers, civil society and communities to reduce the barriers to women and girls’ regular attendance.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 30h 2012) 

10. “Adopt specific measures to address, confront and improve social, economic, environmental, political and cultural conditions that negatively impact the health of our peoples, bearing in mind the World Conference on Social Determinants of Health (2011).” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 30h 2012) 

11. “Develop and strengthen, as appropriate, youth employment strategies and policies, and promote educational and technical and vocational training opportunities with the aim of improving and increasing the labour insertion of youth, and the quality and stability of their jobs and their social protection.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 30h 2012) 

12. “Assign priority to nutrition, especially child nutrition, in the fight against poverty, hunger and inequality and, in this context, attribute importance to joint public-private sector efforts, including civil society and other social actors.” (Paragraph agreed, SIRG March 30h 2012) 

Pending paragraphs (preambular section):
12. “It has also been demonstrated that societies with a higher level of equality between men and women have higher economic growth rates and a lower poverty rate. In the Americas, the poverty rate is higher among women than among men. Although women are increasingly entering the labor market, significant gaps between men and women remain, and legal protection is still not in place to ensure them equitable wages and treatment. [CR: especially where women remain the main caregivers those with primary childcare responsibilities and those with reasonability for housework.]”
Pending paragraphs (operative section):
8.   “Develop integral public policies that strengthen the social inclusion of migrants in order to overcome their marginalization, victimization and poverty and protect their human rights, independently of their migratory status and avoiding their criminalization.”
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� This document covers that work of the SIRG up to March 30th 2012.  The progress of the SIRG during the week of April 9th, as well as the results of the Summit of the Americas (April 14th and 15th 2012) will be communicated verbally during the Third Regular Session of the CIM Executive Committee 2011-2012 (item 8 of the Draft Agenda).
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