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The XXIII OAS Policy Roundtable began with a presentation of the Spanish magazine: Política Exterior by Aurea Moltó. During this presentation, Ms. Moltó stated that when the magazine was issued, there was not much interest in or reflection about international issues in Spain. The magazine was issued when Spain became part of the European Union and it used the publication “Foreign Affairs” as a model. Its objective was to address international relations and introduce authors and global issues in Spain. Today Spain actively participates in the multilateral system: the European Union, the United Nations, the Ibero-American Community of Nations, the OAS, etc. It is also the third main contributor to the OAS. Its growing interest in the world reflects Spain’s transformation and Política Exterior has witnessed this change. Spain’s focus has switched from primarily European issues to include Latin American, Mediterranean, African and Asian issues. Moltó stated that Política Exterior has had authors from the five continents addressing topics such as: the integration process in Europe; transatlantic relations; the Middle East conflict; the increasing role of women; the economic reforms in China; the fight against terrorism and the dangers of nuclear proliferation.  Articles on the Islamic world and Latin America are the most requested by its readers. Molto pointed out that Política Exterior combines European character with Mediterranean and Latin American character. This publication is distributed among all Latin American countries. Política Exterior provides a deep analysis of the region by Latin American, Spanish, North American experts, including others from other parts of the world. The authors of Política Exterior follow closely electoral processes, the economic situation, the process of integration, the growing indigenous participation, trade relations, including the pressing problems of the region: the fight against poverty and drug trafficking, the institutional and democratic challenges, etc. Its readers are politicians, researchers, journalists with different visions, etc. Moltó also highlighted Spain’s interest in bilateral and multilateral relations, reflected through the publication, by Spain’s growing participation in organizations which action is based on dialogue and cooperation. She also noted Spain’s interest in keeping a close relationship with Latin American countries through the OAS. 

Moltó pointed out that the economic crisis forced countries to jointly seek areas of cooperation for common solutions to their pressing problems by using multilateralism as the main mechanism to tackle the crisis. Campaign promises by President Barack Obama, including statements in his inaugural speech, generated widespread expectation that the world would witness a golden age of multilateralism. However, after Obama’s victory, multilateral organizations are not in better shape. Both the OAS and the EU were created during the aftermath of World War II, within the context of the Cold War, and long before today’s globalization, the rise of emerging countries, the development of alliances, different ideologies, etc, Moltó recalled. She explained that as this context has changed, multilateral organizations need to revise their objectives, their structure, governance, scope of action and policies in order to adapt to the new demands of the globalized world. This realization has brought about an era of introspection into both multilaterals. 

Following the presentation of Política Exterior, Mr. Valcárcel commented that Europe is going through a difficult time and that it has an enormous need to understand the Americas, including the United States and be understood by them.

In Valcárcel’s view, it is essential for Europe’s progress to have a first-rate European Foreign Service within a year and to continue its regional efforts in defense and security policies. He also predicted that the Euro will maintain its value, despite adverse conditions. He assured that if these two conditions are not met, it will be difficult for Europe to make any further progress in the future. He also pointed out that the EU-LAC will take place soon in Spain and that it may result in concrete results for the Americas. 

Mr. Valcárcel feels proud of the fact that Spain is the only country with the tenacity and the unique position to act as a bridge between Europe and Latin America. He estimated that the latter is key to Spain’s foreign policy and that this bridge works as a permanent political operation with Latin America.

He praised Latin America’s progress made in democratic governance, stating that “democracy is not an invention to guarantee holding elections; it is a form of governing between elections. In this regard, he contended that the European perception is that Latin America’s progress is remarkable. 
Mr. Hakim began his intervention by recalling the founding of the OAS and then the early days of European integration, when the EU was regarded as the “gold standard” of multilateralism. In this regard, he pointed out that as Europe is one example of multilateralism, therefore, it is very interesting to engage Europe and Spain to address this topic. Europe’s multilateralism can be reflected through the development of common policies on a wide range of issues such as immigration, trade and security, a single central bank, common currency, a European Parliament and the European Court. Unlike Europe, the Inter-American system is still dreaming about having a more integrated system like the European Union. 

He suggested that the EU was at least sluggish in dealing with the current financial meltdown in Greece and that it failed to spring into actions the existing mechanisms that could have prevented the crisis in the first place. He noted, however, that it took another multilateral organization, the International Monetary Fund to come to the rescue.

In his estimation, if the EU proved too slow to handle the troubles in the Greek economy, then the OAS or any other multilateral will be even more slow to react when a similar problem arises in the region, particularly in regard to controversial issues.    
He remarked that the OAS has a much weaker level institutionalization than the EU and other multilateral organizations in the sense that respect for its Member States’ sovereignty often results in less attributions than the European Union. He also stated that the OAS doesn’t have a court in which decisions are legally binding and that the difficulty that most multilateral organizations face in challenging other countries is the respect for countries’ sovereignty. On the other hand, the EU countries have typically been more inclined to relinquish some sovereignty in order to strengthen the regional entity, due in part to the fact that its members are for the most part, colonizing countries rather than former colonies, and are thus less averse to relinquish some of the more traditional elements of sovereignty in order to allow the regional union authorities to act more effectively. 

Hakim views the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights as a fundamentally strong entity because of its independence from the central management of the OAS. However, its weakness lies in its lack of authority to enforce its recommendations.

He noted that internal politics bring inevitable problems and to the OAS in particular, where reaching consensus among Member States which have substantial differences in crucial issues such as democracy may undermine the enforcement of the Democratic Charter. 

The President Emeritus of the Inter-American Dialogue summarized the lessons learned from Europe as follows: i) have reasonable expectations; the OAS is seldom held as a model because we exaggerate expectations- this is a difficult Organization where things take time; and ii) the right geographic unit for a multilateral may not be a hemisphere – South America may be a more natural unit for a successful multilateral. The question is which of the many conferences, sub regional organizations and trade zones will eventually rise to the level of fully-grown institutions.

During the question and answer session, Moltó stated that changing a country’s position within multilateral organizations takes time and a country’s will to do so is not enough. She exemplified this by saying that Spain’s contributions to the Inter-American Development Bank far exceed the country’s votes within that organization and highlighted Spain’s involvement with peacekeeping operations in a number of countries, as well as its notable development of civil society infrastructure.

When questioned about the usefulness and future of multilateralism in Latin America, Moltó stated that, despite the complexity of reaching a total economic integration, no country in Europe would currently consider leaving the Union and renouncing its benefits. She concluded by saying that it is impossible to achieve integration like that of Europe while huge disparities exist between countries, unless the wealthier countries (like Germany) are willing to help the less wealthy (like Spain) reach development goals and effective wealth transfer mechanisms are put in place.

Hakim noted that the EU is no longer preoccupied with expanding and is rather focused on developing and improving its internal framework and that in order to find areas of common approach; countries have given up certain prerogatives. He called the EU a great experiment and an unpredictable one due to its unique nature.
