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Date of Entry: October 14, 2003
National Holiday: October 1
Capital: Abuja
Type of Government: Federal Republic

President: Muhammadu Buhari (May 29, 2015)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Geoffrey Onyeama (November 2015)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Sylvanus Adiewere Nsofor
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Population (in millions)
	158
	162
	167.39
	171.21
	176.4
	181.1
	186

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	169.48
	366.35
	413.54
	459.62
	522.64
	481.07
	405.58

	GDP per capita (US$)
	2,327
	2,527
	2,755
	2,996
	3,211
	2,655
	2,178



Source:
www.tradingeconomics.com World Bank

FOREIGN RELATIONS POLICIES:

· The foreign policy of Nigeria is oriented towards liberalism, understood as freedom of choice; freedom of association; freedom of expression; freedom of worship; respect for fundamental human rights and rule of law; and market-driven economy. 
· Nigerian foreign policy is based on the Strategic Vision 20:2020 and aims at transforming Nigeria into one of the twenty most developed countries in the world. The foreign policy objectives include: to articulate a better image for Nigeria and improve the country’s relationship with the outside world by cultivating its goodwill; to seek closer and better relations with the major and emerging powers; to pursue the acquisition and transfer of technology, the promotion of trade, investment and cultural relations to boost Nigeria’s ailing industries; to facilitate rapid and sustained economic growth and development; to assist Nigeria in achieving systemic equilibrium, peace, stability and good governance; to ensure Nigeria’s leadership role in Africa and the ECOWAS region is sustained and safeguarded; to use diplomacy to persuade Nigerians in the Diaspora to be part of nation building efforts; to assist Nigeria in securing a permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council; to ensure Nigeria’s strategic role and military capability; to seek and encourage high level visits by Government Officials and the private sector to countries abroad that have strategic relevance to Nigeria’s interests and vice-versa, for the achievement of the goals in Vision 20:2020; to use success stories elsewhere and domesticate these for the National Interest; and to ensure Nigeria’s domestication and compliance with bilateral and multilateral obligations and treaties.
· In addition Nigerian foreign policy seeks to advance in its bilateral relations and to strengthen its role in international institutions global as well as its participation in global trade and commerce along with facilitating Nigeria’s leadership role in the African continent and promoting its position as the foremost African nation in the world.
· The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is committed to using this foreign policy to support the economic program of government in the areas of infrastructural development,  agriculture, power, job and wealth creation by repositioning Nigeria in the International Community, with  enhanced visibility and prestige and by protecting the interests of Nigerians living or travelling abroad.

· Nigerian foreign policy is characterized by a focus in Africa as a Regional power and by the following fundamental principles of: African unity and independence; capability to exercise hegemonic influence in the region; peaceful settlement of disputes; non-alignment and non-intentional interference in the internal affairs of other nations; and regional economic cooperation and development. In carrying out these principles, Nigeria participates in the Organization of African Unity (OAU) now known as the African Union, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Non-Aligned Movement, the Commonwealth, the United Nations and several of its special and related agencies, as well as the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), Organization of African Trade Union Unity (OATUU), and several other West African bodies.

INVOLVEMENT WITH THE AMERICAS:
· Nigeria maintains diplomatic missions in Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Jamaica, the United States and Venezuela.
· As a member of the Non-Aligned Movement, Nigeria works to strengthen ties and increase dialogue with Latin American countries, aiming to cooperate in common interest areas such as sustainable development, fair trade, human rights and increasing global awareness to their situations.

· Nigeria organized an Africa-South America Summit in Abuja in November 2006 in order to establish more direct links between the two regions. From this summit, African and South American leaders agreed to establish the Africa-South America Cooperative Forum (ASACOF) of Heads of State and Government, intended to intensify cooperation and consultation at all levels in the areas of trade and investment, agriculture, energy, technology, water resources and tourism. Nigeria pledged to implement all bilateral agreements with South American countries, particularly in the areas of trade, air services and agriculture.
SOURCES:

	STATE HOUSE ABUJA

www.statehouse.gov.ng
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA WEBSITE

http://www.nigeria.gov.ng/index.php
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF NIGERIA

http://www.foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
	EMBASSY OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA, WASHINGTON D.C.

www.nigeriaembassyusa.org/
WORLD BANK – TRADING ECONOMICS

www.tradingeconomics.com 
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