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Presidential Policy Directive (PPD) – 25
• FBI is the lead federal agency for investigating threats or acts of terrorism directed against US citizens or US interests 

both domestically AND internationally (includes WMD).

PPD – 22 
• In designated National Special Security Events (NSSEs), the FBI has the lead responsibility for domestic intelligence and 

counterterrorism and investigations of Federal Crimes that are within its statutory jurisdiction.

PPD – 8
• FBI is the lead for counterterrorism and counterintelligence investigations and related law enforcement activities across 

the critical infrastructure sectors.

Executive Order 12333
• FBI is lead for domestic intelligence collection and counterintelligence activities.

Executive Order 12656
• National security emergency preparedness

Why is the FBI Involved:
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A significant domestic or international event, occurrence, 
circumstance, contest, activity, or meeting which, by virtue of is 
profile and of/or status, represents an attractive target for acts of 
terrorism.

Formally designated as:
Special Event Assessment Rating (SEAR) 1 - 5
National Special Security Event (NSSE)
International Special Security Event (ISSE)

Definition of a special event:
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Domestic
• Required to plan, coordinate, develop, or provide FBI resources

  
• To mitigate potential threats the special event may cause to national security or threats of 

significant criminal activity

• Identifying, preventing, investigating, or disrupting terrorist attacks 

International
• Support the USG, LEGAT and host nation operations by deploying FBI SMEs and crisis   

management personnel to assist with the response to threats and critical incidents aimed at   
or involving US Citizens

FBI Role and Responsibilities:
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Resources:

• Tactical

• Counter IED

• Aviation/UAV/C-UAS

• Surveillance

• Crisis Management

• Behavioral

• Communications (Computers)
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Keys To Success
The FBI has observed the following best practices for special 
event planning:

•  Early coordinated planning 
•  Identify gaps and apply resources early
•  Rigorous threat and vulnerability assessments
•  Interagency cooperation and exercises
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QUESTIONS ?

SSA Dale Christopher
dachristopher@FBI.GOV
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