[image: image1.jpg]4.

mesecCcvVv]




[image: image2.png]Organization of
American States











MECHANISM OF THE FOLLOW UP
OEA/Ser.L/II.7.10
CONVENTION BELEM DO PARÁ (MESECVI)
MESECVI-IV/doc.89/12
FOURTH CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES
26 March 2012
April 16, 2011
Original: Textual
Washington D.C. 
SAINT LUCIA 

COUNTRY REPORT

FINAL REPORT ON SAINT LUCIA

ANALYSIS OF THE RESPONSE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SAINT LUCIA
TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR EVALUATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,
“CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”INTRODUCTION
I. INTRODUCTION

A. Overview of Advances Achieved by St. Lucia

St Lucia became a signatory to the Convention of Belem do Para in 1994 and ratified it in 1995. Thereafter, it brought into effect the Domestic Violence Act (1994), the Equality of Opportunity and Treatment in Employment and Occupation Act (2000), a Revision of the Criminal Code (2003) and most recently, it passed the Counter-Trafficking in Persons Act on the 25th of January 2010.

The Equality of Opportunity and Treatment in Employment and Occupation Act addresses the issue of Sexual Harassment in the workplace as it pertains to an employee being harassed by either employer, managerial staff or co-employee.

The revision of the Criminal Code generally provided for increased penalties for several offences related to the issues in the Convention; it addressed areas such as Offences Against the Person, Assaults, Sexual Offences, Offences Relating to Marriage and Abortion and Childbirth Offences, the latter decriminalizing several types of abortion. The Revision also made provisions for new areas such as stalking and the knowing and reckless transmitting of the AIDS virus.

Public Awareness campaigns are regularly undertaken by the Gender Relations Division. An important strategy in this regard is the establishment of Community Response Teams which are comprised of teachers, counsellors, police officers, nurses, and other volunteers from local communities. The CRT members are trained to assist the community in accessing services and to provide referrals. 

St Lucia must be commended for its recent passage of the Counter-Trafficking in Persons Act. This came into effect in January 2010.  
B. Overview of Obstacles Found

A general obstacle found in undertaking this review is the determination of progress made from one Round of Evaluation to another. A clear distinction is not made between matters reported on in the First Multilateral Round Evaluation and new developments since then in this Second Multilateral Round. In so doing, the reviewer would have a definitive understanding of incremental gains in achieving the objectives of the Convention.

Reference is made to different aspects of legislation in the first part of the questions but too often the respondent does not provide information in the follow up questions. There is therefore inadequate information on when actions, policies, protocols, or amendments to legislation occurred or the actual texts of same as requested in the questionnaire.

A significant number of questions are not responded to in the questionnaire and even in cases where they are answered, some responses are inadequate.

Sighting an example of the challenge found in reviewing this response, it is stated in the First Round Country Report that “Marital sexual violence is punishable under the Criminal Code” although no additional information is given about its manifestations. In the current Round, we learn that Rape is only criminalized when it occurs between divorced or separated persons. This reviewer is generally of the view that greater effort has to be made to link the different Rounds.

I. EVALUATION OF QUESTIONAIRE

A. LEGISLATION

1. How has the Convention of Belém do Pará been incorporated in your country’s legislation?  Can it be applied directly or is a specific mechanism for incorporating it into the country’s law necessary?  In the latter case, has that mechanism been utilized? If not, why?

St Lucia’s report records Belem do Para as having been incorporated into the country’s legislation, by way of revision of the Criminal Code in 2003. Whilst this revision can be deemed progressive, the changes, as reported, do not substantiate a full incorporation of the Convention into the country’s legislation. The revised Code primarily increases the penalty of existing legislation but also introduces new legislation for offences such as stalking and knowing transmission of the AIDS virus. 

2. Are there any provisions in your national law that define violence against women, distinguishing it from intra-family, family, or domestic violence and that include as components:

a. Action, failure to act or conduct against women because of their condition as women? 

b. That results in death, injury, or suffering?

c. That said injury or suffering is physical, sexual, or psychological?

d. That the victims are women, girls, and female adolescents? 

e. That this takes place in both the public and the private sphere?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about, the dates of its adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
St Lucia enacted a Domestic Violence Law in 1994 (the year it signed on to Belem do Para) and amended the Criminal Code 9 years later as commented on above. However, it would appear from information provided that the changes do not include a clear definition of violence against women as an act based on gender. Rather, victims are seen as gender neutral. No provisions have been made to date to define violence against women in national law as distinct from intra-family, family or domestic violence. Information on whether the components listed above at a through e are included in existing law is not provided.

3. Do your civil and criminal legislation and administrative procedures contain any provisions that prevent, punish and eradicate  the following forms of violence:

a. Physical violence?

b. Psychological violence?

c. Sexual violence?

d. Patrimonial or economic violence?

e. Other types of violence? Please specify

If yes, kindly provide:

· The information about the dates of its adoption and entry into force, the text itself and the relevant legal articles defining rape.

· Whether the perpetrators include individuals and government agents
/

· Whether there is any form of reparation for the victims.

St. Lucia’s questionnaire affirms that country’s Criminal Code defines physical, psychological and sexual violence and makes provisions for convicted persons (male or female) to be punished. The texts of relevant sections of the law are quoted. However, it is not clear if these provisions occurred at the time of the Criminal Code Amendment in 2003 or whether they existed before. 

The Law does not provide for patrimonial or economic violence or this part of the question is not answered. 

Legal articles defining rape are provided. This expert requests clarification on the numbering of the articles/clauses in the answers to this question since she suspects that it may be incorrectly numbered. 

The respondent does not provide an answer as to whether perpetrators include individuals and government agents. However, based on information provided, one can deduce that perpetrators only include individuals. There is also no indication on reparation for victims.

4. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of domestic and international trafficking in persons, especially women?  Are those provisions consistent with the Palermo Protocol and is trafficking in persons regulated differently from forced prostitution?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
St Lucia took a major step forward at the start of 2010 with the passage of the Counter-Trafficking in Persons Act on January 25th. However, it is reported that the Criminal Code does not yet address the issue of domestic and international trafficking in persons. No further information is provided on the Act, except to say that it addresses assistance, protection and prevention pertaining to trafficking in persons. There is no clear indication that trafficking in persons is regulated differently from forced prostitution or that provisions in the new law are consistent with the Palermo Protocols.

5. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of forced prostitution? Are these provisions consistent with the Rome Statute, which established the International Criminal Court, and do they address forced prostitution separately from trafficking in persons, especially women?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the date of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
The law of St Lucia addresses the issue of forced prostitution and provides for punishment of convicted persons. Forced prostitution appears to be addressed separately from trafficking in persons with the advent of the Counter-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2010 but this is not obviously so from the response. Highlighted in the response is the provision for persons to be prosecuted who knowing that an offense is being committed still aid and abet in the unlawful detention of another person, and for the police to take into custody without a warrant, one who is suspected of committing or attempting to commit said offence.

6. Is sexual harassment punishable in the following spheres?

a. In the workplace?

b. In health?

c. In education?

d. Anywhere else? Please specify: 
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself, including the type of sanctions. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include it in national law?
/
The response to this question suggests that sexual harassment is only dealt with as an offense in the workplace. It is addressed in the context of the Equality of Opportunity & Treatment in Employment & Occupation Act of 2001.

7. Has sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions been defined as a specific crime? Please indicate whether:

a. Rape within marriage and common-law unions has been criminalized.

b. Other forms of sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions have been criminalized.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this crime in national law?
/

Rape within marriage or common-law unions has not been criminalized, except for it being committed while the person is divorced or separated. However, the legislation makes provision in cases where there is a divorce or separation. Information is not provided on whether other forms of sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions are criminalized.  

8. Is there a provision in your legislation that explicitly bans the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extrajudicial settlement to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents?  

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, indicate whether substantive or procedural law or jurisprudence provides for any of these methods and which steps have been taken for their repeal.
/

There is no legislation and no information is provided on steps in this regard. 

9. Are there any provisions that criminalize femicide?
/ In case not, are the elements of femicide considered as aggravating circumstances of homicide? 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this in national law?
/

Femicide is categorically stated as not being committed in St. Lucia. The statement leads this expert to believe that perhaps the definition of Femicide is not understood in the context of the CEVI Declaration. 

10. Are there provisions in your national legislation that criminalize violence against women perpetrated by the State?  In this regard, are there provisions in your legislation that:

a. Punish sexual violence in armed conflicts?
/
b. Punish violence such as torture, war crimes, and crimes against humanity?
/
c. Punish violence against women committed in hospitals, educational establishments, prisons and other State institutions?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these crimes in national law?

The CNA does not consider this question applicable to the St Lucia context. 

11. Are there any provisions to protect sexual and reproductive rights of women? 

a. Are there provisions that criminalize obstetric violence?
/
b. Punish public functionaries who prevent women, girls, and female adolescents from taking proper care of their sexual and reproductive health?
/
c)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing abortion as a result of rape?

d)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing therapeutic abortion? 
e)
Are there any provisions to punish forced sterilization? 
f)
Are there any provisions to punish artificial insemination without consent? 
g) Are there any provisions that guarantee the free access of women to emergency contraceptives? 
h) Are there any provisions that guarantee emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases especially in cases of sexual violence?  

i) How do you guarantee the exercise of these rights?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these provisions in national law?

There is no indication in the response that provisions are made to protect the sexual and reproductive rights of women. The concept of “Obstetric Violence” appears to be understood differently as relating to children being harmed and not women’s control over their own bodies.  No provision is made in law for public functionaries who would deny women proper care of their S&RH Rights.

Whereas abortions are illegal in St Lucia, the Criminal Code makes it legal for abortions resulting from rape or incest to be terminated. No answer is provided here on the decriminalization of therapeutic abortion; however, the response to the first question of this questionnaire states that abortions are also allowed in cases where the pregnancy involves a risk to the life of the pregnant woman, and non-termination would result in grave permanent injury of a physical or mental health nature to the woman.

Provisions do not exist in law for e) and f) above; and while no provisions are made for g) and h) in law, it is said that, women have free access to emergency contraceptives and that emergency prophylactic care and treatment for HIV and STD are available for victims of sexual violence. 

12. Are there national awareness campaigns to disseminate information on women’s rights, specifically the Convention of Belem do Para? 

St Lucia reports that a simplified version of the Convention was developed and widely disseminated. But no further information is provided on the overall nature of awareness campaigns on women’s rights and the Convention.

B. NATIONAL PLANS

13. Is there a national Plan/Action/Strategy for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women?  Does it address all forms of violence against women?  Are evaluations conducted regarding its implementation and any problems in that regard?

If such a program exists: 

a) when was it established? 

b) what period does it cover?

c) how it is executed and evaluated? 

d) how is it disseminated and promoted? 

e) has there been a multisectoral approach in which  government institutions and civil society participate in drawing up the plans?

f) are there any penalties for failing to comply with national plans?

If not, which measures have been taken to establish one?
/ 
As of the date of this report, no National Plan of Action exists; however, extensive consultations have been carried out to discuss its development and it is expected to be completed before the end of 2010. 

14.
Is the topic of violence against women addressed in the following national plans/plans of action/strategies on:

a) education  

b) employment and income

c) poverty eradication?

d) gender equity and equality?

e) health?

f)
HIV / AIDS?

g)
public security/crime prevention?

h)
other? Please specify: .

In the event it is addressed, kindly describe how violence against women is addressed in those plans/plans of actions/strategies.  If not, which measures have been taken to implement it?
/
The topic of violence against women is addressed in the national health plan and provides for the reduction of the incidence of gender-based violence by 30% in this year (2010). It aims to increase access to safe and secure options for female victims of abuse by 2010. Strategies are also outlined. However, no indication is given if the subject is addressed in education, employment, poverty eradication, gender equity & equality, HIV/AIDS, or public security/crime prevention plans. 

15.
Are there plans to offer training (not isolated or sporadic training sessions) to the following on the topic of violence against women, women’s rights, in the framework of the Convention of Belem do Para:

a) Lawmakers?

b) Justice system personnel (judges, prosecutors, paralegals, special family violence units in the police force and other public functionaries)?

c) Health system personnel?

d) Educators?

e) Military and police forces?

f) Women’s social and community-based organizations 

g) Specialized units to deal with violence?

h) Others?  Please specify

If such training exists, describe their characteristics and the topics considered, and indicate how frequently they are held.  

If not, which measures have been taken to include them?
/
No response was provided to this question. 

16.
Does the State promote the participation of civil society in:

a)
Design of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

b)
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

c)
Execution of conjoint projects or collaboration in activities? Please specify .

d)
Others? Please specify.

No response was provided to this question. 

17.
Are there cooperation agreements with the media and publicity agencies to promote women rights and disseminate the contents of the Convention of Belem do Para?

No response was provided to this question. 

C. ACCESS TO JUSTICE

18.
Has there been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women?  If so, identify the type of institution, on which date it occurred, how many were added and where they are located?  If not, indicate why that number did not increase and the measures taken in that regard.
/

St Lucia records that there has been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women and identifies the said institutions and their date of coming into being. However, this expert queries whether there has actually been an increase given that these institutions were recorded in the first evaluation round report. There is need to specify whether or not new institutions have been established since the first evaluation round report. If no increases took place, are there reasons for this?  

19.
Are there any administrative provision or others that ease access to justice for women and guarantee due process, such as:

a) Specialized officers?

b)
Private spaces?

c)
Free legal services?  

d)
Interpreters in indigenous languages?

e)
Guidelines on confidentiality and data protection of the victim, her family and/or 



witnesses?
f)
Others? Please specify 

Please also explain what measures are taken so that rural, indigenous and afro-descendent women can access to justice. 

St Lucia has specialized officers attached to the Vulnerable Person Team of the Police Force. Although legislation was passed in 2007 it has yet to be established. There was no information on private spaces or interpreters in indigenous languages (It was reported in the 1st Round Report that this was not necessary since everyone speaks English and Creole.) To protect confidentiality of victims, court hearings involving sexual abuse are held in camera. The Family Court is said to have include 3 new locations to provide access for rural women. Please provide information on when these locations were established.

20. Which of the following mechanisms are in place for ensuring the effectiveness of measures to protect women, their relatives, and/or witnesses in cases of violence?

a) Funds for transportation?

b) Mechanisms for rescuing women?

c) Change of identity?

d) Witness protection?

e) Clearance for leaving the country?

f) Secure networks for reference?

g) Others? Please specify

Three mechanisms are in place in St. Lucia: transportation, mechanism for rescuing women, and clearance for leaving the country. The Women’s Support Centre owns a bus that picks up its clients; the Police Force has clearly articulated protocol for getting women delivered to the Centre, and emergency passports can be had in a matter of 2 days at a fee upon issuance of a Court Order. Provisions are not made for a change of identity, witness protection, or secure networks for reference.  

21. Are there assessments and studies on how much time it actually takes to provide protection orders after a complaint is reported? Are there statistics on how many and what type of protection orders were granted last year to women victims of violence as compared to the total number of protection orders requested?
/
No response was provided to this question.

22.
Are there any protocols of care for women, girls, and female adolescents who are victims of violence, in the official language and in indigenous languages, for use by: 

a)
The police and the staff of entities that receive complaints?

b)
Prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health system personnel?

d)
Others? Please specify 

If such a protocol exists, kindly attach a copy.  If not, or if only an official language version exists, explain the measures taken to draft one and/or translate it.
/
No response was provided to this question.

23.
Do judges and prosecutors use the Convention of Belém do Pará and international human rights treaties in their judgments and rulings?  Has a study or an assessment been made of the use of these instruments in the work of judges and prosecutors? If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments. 
No response was provided to this question.

24.
Are there studies or assessments on judges and prosecutors about: 

a)
the influence of stereotypes, prejudices, myths and customs in the prosecution of cases of violence against women; and how these affect the trial and/or the sentencing?

b)
If judges and other judiciary officers take into account or use negatively the personal history of the victim or her previous sexual experience in delivering the sentence?

If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments.

No response was provided to this question.

D. SPECIALIZED SERVICES
25.
Has the number of government (not civil society) shelters and integrated support centers for women victims of violence and their children increased over the past four years?  If so, please indicate how many have been added and where they are located.  If not, what measures have been taken to increase their number and when are the new shelters and support centers expected to begin to operate?
/

There has been no increase in the Government provided shelters or support services.

26.
Over the past four years has the coverage of free specialized services provided by the government (not civil society) expanded and/or been enhanced, for example:

a)
Free pre-trial legal counsel?

b)
Free legal counsel during trials?

c)
Free 24-hour national telephone hotlines?

d) Health care programs, including Sexual health programs and services for legal interruption of pregnancy? 

e)
Psychological counselling, therapy, support and self-help groups?

f)
Other? Please specify …………………………….

If they have increased and/or enhanced, please explain how.  If not, explain why and the measures taken to ensure such an increase and/or enhance.
/
St Lucia provides some of these services for free but has not increased them in the past 4 years. Please provide information on the specific free specialised services provided.

27.
Are there information campaigns for the promotion of these services among women? 

Information campaigns promoting these services among women are in existence by way of a Community Response Teams for gender-based violence (CRT) and service NGOs. CRTs are groups of specially trained community volunteers that provide assistance to communities with no access to centralised services. The CRT appears to be a ‘best practice’ mechanism. However, additional information is needed on this mechanism concerning the number of trained persons, the number of teams and their location in the country and impact of their work. 

The Division of Gender Relations continues its effort to raise awareness about violence against women by way of public awareness campaigns at community and national levels. Print and electronic media are widely used. 

28.
Have existing services mentioned in questions 25 and 26, as well as client satisfaction been evaluated?  If so, describe the results of those evaluations and the measures taken by the State to comply with the recommendations and improve services.  If not, describe the measures being taken to conduct an evaluation this year.
/
Reference is made to the client assessment form which is completed at the end of each person’s stay at the Women’s Support Centre. Most clients indicate satisfaction with the services provided. Nevertheless, this reviewer does not interpret this response to be an overall evaluation of all existing services. A comprehensive evaluation of all services is needed. Append a copy of the client assessment form.

E. BUDGET
/
29.
In the past four years, what percentage of the national budget has been allocated to programs to combat violence against women (not only family or domestic violence)? Please specify if the source of such allocations are public funds, private funding or international cooperation. 

Of St Lucia’s entire national budget, 0.0006% is allocated to the Division of Gender Relations in the past 4 years. The specific amount for combating violence against women is not given although it is suggested that most of the Division’s resources are used for this purpose. Sources of allocation are not indicated in the report. 

30.
In the past four years, what percentage of the annual national budget has been allocated to:

a)
Women’s police stations, prosecutors or other entities that receive complaints?

b)
Training of functionaries?

c)
Specialized services: women’s shelters, free help hotlines, free legal advisory services, free legal counsel, and free psychological counseling? 

d)
Campaigns to prevent violence against women?

e)
Health services for women affected by violence nationwide?

f)
Other? Please specify…………………

The Report indicates that 0.0003 to 0.0004% of annual budget has been allocated to c) specialized services. However, this reviewer is not sure this is an accurate statement in light of the previous answer which states that allocations are made to the Gender Division and not specifically to combating violence against women. Please clarify amounts for VAW.

F. INFORMATION AND STATISTICS

31.
In the past four years, has the State conducted studies and research on violence against women and/or implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará in your country?  If so, present the main conclusions of those studies and indicate whether any type of follow-up has taken place at the national level. If not, which measures have been taken to conduct them?

32.
In the past four years, which activities have taken place to promote and support research on violence against women, in coordination with civil society organizations and with academic institutions in your country?
/

33.
In the past four years, have surveys been periodically conducted on: 

a)
Violence against women? 

b)
Women’s understanding of their rights? 

c)
Women’s familiarity with the public services available, in the event that they are victims of violence?

d)
Other? Please specify

If such surveys have been conducted, indicate whether the survey interviewers were given prior training on the topic and the methodology used, and report on the survey results. If not, report on measures taken to conduct such a survey.
/

With regards to questions 31 – 33 above, there has been no State conducted studies/research or surveys. 

34.
Have publicly accessible records been kept of the number and characteristics of reports or cases of violence against women (not only family, intra-family, or domestic violence) by:

a)
The police and other entities that receive complaints?

b)
The courts and prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health care services?

d)
Other? Please specify .

If these records are kept, report on the number of complaints received each year and on any other data collected on the victim, disaggregated by age, geographical location, ethnicity, marital status, educational level, occupation and relationship to the aggressor.  If not, report on the measures taken to establish these records.
/

St Lucia’s report affirms that publicly accessible records have been kept of the number and characteristics of cases of violence against women. However, no information is provided to substantiate this statement.

35.
Is any information from the past four years available on:

a)
The number of women victims of violence each year by age, marital status, type of violence, and geographic location?

b)
The number of cases of violence against women that were prosecuted as compared to the total number of complaints of violence against women?

c)
The number of convictions for violence against women as compared to the total number of complaints?

d)
The number of women victims of femicide
/ each year by age, marital status, and geographical location?

e)
The number of convictions for femicide as compared to the total number of cases recorded?

f)
Other? Please specify 

If such information is available, kindly provide figures. If not, explain the measures taken to obtain such figures in the future.
/
No answer was provided for this question beyond stating that item d) is not applicable. 

36.
Is there any mechanism or body for coordination between the institutions for women/gender and the public entities that draw up and compile national statistics, to improve the compilation of data on violence against women?  If such a mechanism or body exists, please explain which one, its purpose and functions.
/
St Lucia’s report states that there is a coordinating mechanism between institutions for women/gender and public entities and continues by outlining the overall functions of the Division of Gender Relations within which there is a research officer with responsibility for improving the compilation of data on violence against women. The information provided does not speak directly to the nature and type of coordinating mechanism between the different sectors or public entities.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS

Below are recommendations for the St Lucia Competent National Authority to consider in responding to and revising this preliminary report on the Second Multi-lateral Evaluation Round. The first set of recommendations are general observations for all the country reports and the second set are specific to St Lucia’s report.

General Recommendations

1. All Competent National Authorities are asked to provide an overview of their country’s demographics in order to contextualise the preliminary reports.
2. Append all Violence Against Women and/or Domestic Violence legislation as appendices to the CNA Responses. CNAs must also provide annexes on all plans, protocols, recommendations, conclusions, and studies as these relate to the CEVI process.

3. Put in place appropriate mechanisms for the systematic monitoring and evaluation of the enforcement of VAW/DV legislation as well as the impact of policies and programmes to address violence against women.

4. Report on the implementation of the recommendations received from the last evaluation period. The recommendations for St Lucia are as follows:

· That members of the civil society are appointed to serve on the committee/management team charged with the implementation and evaluation of the National Strategy for the prevention punishment and eradication of violence against women.

· That set periods of review and evaluation be established. 

· That meetings between experts and legislatures are regularized. 

· That schedules with objectives to be met in the areas of prevention, punishment and eradication of femicide be developed and incorporated into the National Strategy for the prevention punishment and eradication of violence against women.

· That more specific budget lines be developed under the national budget to facilitate the implementation of programs specific to violence and discrimination against women. 

· That systems for the collection and analysis of statistics regarding violence against women are established and these statistics be disseminated to the general public as necessary

5. The Budget for Violence Against Women or Gender-based Violence should be tabulated and broken down by line items to provide figures as well as percentages.

6. All actors in multi-sectoral approaches should be listed in the CNA Responses. 

7. CNAs should provide time frames on all laws, policies, programmes, projects, and mechanisms established.

8. All state parties should make a concerted effort to incorporate and operationalise Belem do Para into legislative and programmatic frameworks.

9. All State Parties are strongly urged to criminalise marital rape and amend legislation which condones it in any form (e.g. in the case of St Lucia it is only criminalised in cases of separation/ divorce).

10. State Parties are also encouraged to consider sexual harassment beyond the workplace as applicable. In the case of St Lucia, the Equal Opportunity Act (2000) has limited applicability in that it only addresses sexual harassment in the workplace.

Specific Recommendations

11. Belem do Para (BDP) has not been incorporated into National Legislation, although several pieces of legislation were cited which speak to BDP. Provide information in the response on provisions, if any, for BDP to be incorporated into national legislation, policies and programmes in St Lucia.
12. Carefully review the introduction to the questionnaire so that all relevant factors are taken into consideration in providing the requisite information. In other words, the Report must evaluate the level of the state party’s compliance with the Convention taking into account the replies to the current questionnaire as well as the country report and the CEVI report on follow-up to the recommendations from the First Multi-lateral Evaluation Round. The CNA is therefore asked to consult and make reference to these documents as a way to determine progress. 

13. Every effort must be made to wholly and accurately complete the Multi-lateral round evaluation questionnaire. Numerous questions in the initial CNA Response to the questionnaire are either incompletely or not answered. St Lucia is therefore encouraged to complete all the missing sections of the Questionnaire so that there is a more complete record of the country’s accomplishments in Belem do Para. At the very least an explanation should be provided as to why a particular question does not apply.

14. St Lucia is urged to complete its National Plan of Action or Strategy for the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women within this year (2010) as per indication, and ensure that the relevant mechanisms are in place for its systematic implementation, monitoring and evaluation. This must be done in the context of a broad-based, multi-sectoral approach.

15. St Lucia should ensure that its stakeholders are able to draw clear distinctions between violence against women (or gender-based violence) and intra-family, family, or domestic violence. This should also be reflected in legislation.

16. St Lucia should consider undertaking a comprehensive situational analysis of women, within the context of Belem do Para and other important Conventions such as CEDAW. This should be done in tandem with CSOs and other relevant Public entities.

17. There is a dearth of information on the revised Criminal Code (2003) to ascertain if there is a clear definition of women as victims of violence since there seems to be no provision in National Law.

18. There is need to clarify the specifics of the law pertaining to the DV Act and/or the Criminal Code in respect of question 3 in the questionnaire. Please clarify whether there is reparation for victims of violence in this question. 

19. Please provide information on the Trafficking In Persons Act (2010) and distinguish between trafficking and forced prostitution - information is missing on this.

20. St Lucia's response indicates a lack of understanding as to what is femicide (this seems to be so throughout the Caribbean). Please provide an explanation of this response.

21. Provide information on the dollar amounts of the budget for Violence against Women and Gender.

22. Responses are scant in the Information and Statistics section of the St Lucia Report. However, during the course of the CEVI meeting to review the reports, information was provided suggesting that several countries in the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) including St Lucia have a good system of data collection and a mechanism for all agencies to have access to this system. However, there are still challenges with its full and effective functioning. The CNA is asked to provide information on the status of this important mechanism in St Lucia. 

23. Discussions at the CEVI Meeting also revealed that there is an OECS Model Legislation on Family Law and Domestic Violence Project which St Lucia is a party to. The CNA is also requested to provide information as to where Saint Lucia is in terms of the process and implementation of this Model Legislation.

24. The CNA is asked to report on the recruitment for a Director of Legal Aid Services so the provision of these services could come on stream shortly.

25. The CNA is encouraged to have wider consultation with NGOs (such as CAFRA/ASPIRE Representatives) in the formulation of responses.

26. The CNA responses indicated an increase in agencies to address GBV. Please provide information on what prompted this increase (e.g. Was it a study?). 

27. Clarify whether the evaluation on services (see questions 26 – 28) was comprehensive and please make this evaluation available as an annexe to the CNA Responses. Please also annex the Client Assessment Form.

III. CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, the most significant achievement observed in between the First and Second Multilateral Round of Evaluations is the establishment of the Counter-Trafficking in Persons Act of January 2010. If there were more significant achievements in the period they are not obvious from the Responses to the Second Round.

A comprehensive assessment is hampered by the significant number of questions that were partially or wholly not answered. St Lucia should consider why this was so and make an immediate and concerted effort to tackle those stumbling blocks.

Public Awareness campaigns are regularly undertaken by the Gender Relations Division. An important strategy in this regards is the Community Response Teams comprised of volunteers from the local and national levels. This model should be documented and looked at more closely as a best practice model.




� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIM03239T01�














�.	Based on the recommendation #4 (Rec.4) of the Hemispheric Report and indicator 1.1.a. of the Indicators for Follow-Up to the Committee of Experts’ (CEVI) Recommendations.


�.	Indicator 1.1.b.


�.	Rec. 13 and indicator 1.1.c.


�.	Rec. 13.


�.	Rec. 12 and indicator 1.1.d.


�.	Rec. 10 and indicator 1.1.e.


�.	Rec. 14 and indicator 1.1.g.


�.	According to the CEVI Declaration on Femicide (MESECVI/CEVI/DEC. 1/08) of August 15, 2008, femicide is “the violent death of women based on gender, whether it occurs within the family, a domestic partnership, or any other interpersonal relationship; in the community, by any person, or when it is perpetrated or tolerated by the state or its agents, by action or omission.”


�.	Rec. 37 and indicator ….


�.	Rec. 33.


�.	From Rec. 33.


�.	Article 15 of Venezuela’s Organic Law Related to the Right of Women to a Life Free of Violence defines obstetric violence as the “taking over of women’s bodies and reproductive processes by health professionals, as evidenced by dehumanized treatment, over-medication and the pathologization of natural processes, resulting in women’s loss of autonomy and of their ability to decide over their own bodies, and negatively affecting their quality of life.”


�.	A question is proposed on violence by the state and subparagraphs c, d, and e, taking into account their inclusion in Table No. 4 of the Hemispheric Report.


�.	Recs. 18 and 19 and the indicators from section 1.3.


�.	Item taken from the United Nations questionnaire on implementing the coordinated database on violence against women, October 2006. The Secretariat proposed as a complement to question 13 on national plans.  Proposal was modified by the CEVI in its V Meeting.


�.	Recs. 24 and 31 and indicator 2.5.2.  A reference is made in this question to the military and police forces, which were not included in the questionnaire for the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.


�.	Rec. 29 and indicators 2.1.b and 2.4.


�.	Rec. 34 and indicators 1.1.f and 1.2.1 (quantitative).


�.	Rentc. 28 and indicator 2.3.2.


�.	Rec. 32.


�.	Rec. 32 and the indicators from section 2.2. Services based on the questions from the questionnaire of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.


�.	Rec. 32.


�.	Section taken from item 4 of the document on indicators and from Andrew Morrison’s recommendations on the Information and Statistics section of the Hemispheric Report, Recs. 39 and 40.


�.	Recommendation 51; also recommended by Andrew Morrison.


�.	Suggested by Andrew Morrison.


�.	Qualitative indicators from section 3.


28.	According to the CEVI Declaration on Femicide (MESECVI/CEVI/DEC. 1/08) of August 15, 2008, femicide is “the violent death of women based on gender, whether it occurs within the family, a domestic partnership, or any other interpersonal relationship; in the community, by any person, or when it is perpetrated or tolerated by the state or its agents, by action or omission.”


�.	Qualitative indicators from section 3.


�.	Rec. 46, also suggested by Andrew Morrison.





