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Virtual Roundtable “The Path to Bilingualism in Costa Rica:
An Educational Experience with a National Approach”
Led by the Ministry of Public Education of Costa Rica

g% Framing the Conversation
The objective of this roundtable was to share experiences and initiatives on the importance of promoting new visions
for the development of student communication skills through foreign, indigenous, and sign languages in a post-
pandemic world, contributing in the process to public policy-making, research, capacity building, practices, and the
infrastructure necessary to make these visions a reality in our region.
The call for this dialogue was issued under Project #17 of the CIE 2019-2022 Work Plan, under the leadership of the
Ministry of Public Education of Costa Rica.

Common Elements in the . Differentiating Elements .
Region « Establishment of minimum language proficiency
« Differentiation between the teaching of foreign and parameters as a requirement for hiring teachers.

indigenous languages at the policy and curriculum « Establishment of exit profiles and language
level.

« Need to bolster teaching skills at the linguistic and
instructional level.

« Development of instructional tools in indigenous « Universalization of bilingual education as an

and foreign languages. educational policy line.

proficiency tests as a requirement for student

graduation.

« Creation of core learning priorities for all areas of

Trends

Q basic education, including language instruction.

« Official recognition of indigenous languages in the
Language instruction from a multicultural and

I~ . constitution.
multilingual perspective.

Adjustments in curricula to align them with the « Implementation of self-learning guides in regions
Common European Framework of Reference for with little or no connectivity.

Languages.

Recovery of indigenous languages.

Language instruction from the standpoint of Requests @
employability and workforce participation.

. o « Production of a linguistic map as an input for
Efforts to transition from specific course or 8 P P

program  offerings to a  comprehensive decision-making on a national policy, and support

multidimensional strategy that addresses the issue for cultural and linguistic diversity.
of bilingualism, multilingualism, and

interculturalism.

Conclusions and Next Steps 6

As a result of this dialogue, emphasis was placed on the importance of prioritizing interinstitutional collaboration,
teacher training, and support for cultural and linguistic diversity in the countries through specific and comprehensive
public policies.

In follow-up to this dialogue, the contributions and input were systematized in a document, and other exchanges on
this topic are expected to be held to provide continuity for collaborative work and the co-construction of knowledge
among the countries of the Americas.

Participating Countries
AR-BR-CO—-CR-EC-SV-GT-HN-MX-PA-PE-DO





image2.jpeg
CID/@
\_Z




image20.jpeg
CID/@
\_Z




image3.png




