
GUYANA’S MARITIME 

DRUG TRAFFICKING 

SITUATION



THREATS

• Go-fast boats, speedboats, fishing vessels

• Containerized cargo

• Rip-on/ rip-off

• Semi-submersibles

• Corruption

• Coopering

• Parasites



SUCCESSES

October 2021

457.52kgs Cannabis



MED SEA LION



MED SEA LION

Possible Loading Locations



MED SEA LION

Crew Change



MED SEA LION

Indian Crew Stranded in Guyana



SUCCESSES

MV DIEGO

January 19, 2022

16kgs Cannabis



SUCCESSES

October 2022

Failed parasite attempt, 

narcotics ditched



MARITIME ROUTES

• Enters Guyana via maritime vessels

• Morawhanna

• Pomeroon

• Essequibo

• Trans-shipped to neighboring territories



MARITIME ROUTES



• Intelligence Sections

• Capacity building of Officers within CANU under the units:

o Container Control Program (CCP) - Operates out of JFL Wharf, builds capacity
to improve containerized trade security, facilitation standards and border
control by profiling containers and conducting examinations

o Maritime Intelligence Unit (MIU) – SEACOP – A group fighting against
maritime illicit trade and associated criminal networks by providing
advanced anti-maritime trafficking intelligence skills



• Intelligence Sections

• Capacity building of Officers within CANU under the units:

o The Joint Maritime Control Unit (JMCU) – SEACOP – A unit tasked with
collecting intelligence, targeting and searching suspicious vessels as part of
the fight against illicit trafficking in the maritime environment.



• Operational Units

✓ Scrap Metal Unit (SMU) conducting examinations on scrap metal when
loading containers – photos during inspection to correspond / refer when
scanned

✓ SEACOP – sharing of information, rummaging of vessels, training,
equipment

✓ Analyst Department profiling vessels, support from JIATF-South



ADUANAS

Rummaging of Vessels



ADUANAS

Scrap Metal Examinations



ADUANAS

Rummaging of Vessels



ADUANAS

Rummaging of Vessels



ADUANAS

Rummaging of Vessels



ADUANAS

Rummaging of Perishables



ADUANAS

Challenges

✓ Difficulty in monitoring vessels

✓ Lack of resources to intercept vessels outside of Guyana’s EEZ

✓ Vessels are loaded at sea after leaving port

✓ Wharves privately owned. Rip-on/ Rip-off occurs after the
containers were scanned and await loading unto vessels

✓ Striking the balance between damaging cargo during physical
examinations



ADUANAS

Collaborations

✓ Joint operations with GDF Coastguard
✓ International cooperation – NCA , Brasil , Colombia , DEA
✓ French law enforcement – Customs, Gendarmerie,

Intelligence
✓ Member of RSS
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