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3. We Reaffirm our support for the mandates and commitments undertaken at the 
Summits of Americas; the World Summit for Social Development (Copenhague, 1995); 
the Millennium Summit of the United Nations (New York, 2000); the International 
Conference on Financing for Development (Monterrey, 2002), the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development (Johannesburgo, 2002);  and the High-level Plenary Meeting of 
the Sixtieth Session of the United Nations General Assembly (New York, 2005), as a 
fundamental condition for the sustainable development of our countries.  
 
4. In search of sustained, long-term, and equitable economic growth that creates jobs, 
reduces poverty, eliminates hunger, and raises the standard of living, including for the 
most vulnerable sectors and social groups, and the framework of national strategies, we 
are committed to continuing the implementation of sound macroeconomic policies geared 
toward maintaining high growth rates, full employment, prudent fiscal and monetary 
policies, appropriate exchange rate policies, sound public debt management policies, and 
working to diversity economic activity and improve competitiveness. At the same time, 
we will stimulate income growth and environment. We recognize that the appropriate 
role of government in market oriented economies will vary from country to country. 
 
6. We Reaffirm our commitment to the Monterrey Consensus that each country has 
primary responsibility for its own economic and social development through sound 
policies, promotion of good governance at all levels and respect for the rule of law and 
that, at the same time, the international community should support national development 
efforts. In this context, we reiterate that trade and investment opportunities are necessary 
for countries in fighting poverty and in their development efforts.  Also, in this context, 
we commit to coordinate international efforts in support of sustainable development 
policies, to identify secure sources of financing, and to mobilize resources for 
development and the fight against poverty and hunger. 
 
11. We note with concern the increased intensity of natural and man-made disasters and 
their devastating impact on human lives, infrastructure, and economies in the 
Hemisphere. We call for action at the national, regional, and international levels to 
strengthen disaster management programs, including through increased capacity for 
disaster preparedness, development of early warning systems, risk mitigation and post-
disaster recovery, and reconstruction and technical and financial assistances as 
appropriate, particularly for disaster-prone countries, to reduce the impact of disasters. 
We also support efforts under way to explore private and public sector involvement in 
comprehensive approaches to catastrophic risk insurance. 
 
29. We will spare no effort to achieve the immediate and complete abolition of forced or 
compulsory labor in the Americas. We are convinced that it will be a fundamental 



contribution to achieving the objectives of sustainable growth with social equity in our 
nations and the forging of the better future for all Americans. 
 
39. We underline importance of the OAS Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on 
Sustainable Development to be held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in August 2006. 
We encourage the participation of member states and we all upon the OAS to continue to 
support the preparatory work necessary to make this meeting a success. 
 
55. We are committed to building a more solid and inclusive institutional framework, 
based on the coordination of economic, labor, and social public policies to contribute to 
the generation of decent work, which must comprise: 
 

 e) A public policy framework for integral and sustainable development that can 
reduce poverty and inequality, advance human health, and protect the environment in 
harmony with international environmental agreements to which we are all party, 
including those that address endangered and migratory species and wildlife, wetlands, 
desertification, ozone depleting chemicals, and climate change; we take note, with 
satisfaction, of the upcoming United Nations Conference on Climate Change in Montreal.  

 
71. We offer our encouragement to the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the 
Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives will be directed towards 
the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more 
opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.  
  


